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THE NEXT-GENERATION FORMAT FOR HIGH-DEF ENTERTAINMENT 















With powerful capabilities like full 10800 resolution* up to 71 channels of surround 
sound, 50 GB of storage capacity and backward compatibility with your existing DVDs, 
Blu-ray Disc will change the way you WATCH movies, ENJOY music, PLAY games, 
RECORD high-def content and STORE your favorite files. Best of all, since Blu-ray Disc 
has the broadest industry support of any high-def format, you're assured of getting 


the best high-def content, product choices and overall viewing experience. 


It's here! Get the hottest news on Blu-ray content and product 
availability right now at www.experiencebluray.com 
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COVER STORY 6 Inbox 20  Onthe Radar 
Home Theater Reader letters Cutting-edge technology 
Buyer s Guide & 14 First Take 22 First Findings 
Editors' Choice From the editor Promising new gear 
Awards 16 Industry Insider 112 Screamin' Deals 
We bring you everything Behind the scenes in The greatest bargains in 

| | | consumer electronics consumer electronics 


you need to know about 
buying and enjoying home 
theater in our annual Home 
Theater Buyer's guide. We 
start with five essential 
"how-to" articles to get you 
started, followed by our 
Annual Editors Choice 
Awards, in which we bring 
you our top picks in all 
product categories and 
price levels. 


18 The Long View 
From lab to living room 
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DIGITAL AUDIO (750 S/P-DIF), VIDEO 


Solid Perfect-Surface Silver 
Dielectric-Bias System 
Hard-Cell Foam 
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Universal Disc Player for $149? 
Oppo's DV-970HD is a giant killer. 


Small, But Powerful 
The Polk isonic—a serious audio player. 


Big Beautiful Behemoth 
Toshiba's 72-inch RPTV demands big 
rooms. 


Heir to Great Expectations 
samsung's 56-inch RPTV creates a buzz. 


New Gen for an Old Vet 
TiVo's Series3 goes high-def. 


DREAM THEATER 

Whopper of an LCD 

Sharp's 65-incher sports size and 
superior performance. 


To Earth with Love 
These KEFs are out-of-this-world. 


Ambitious In-Wall 
PSB pushes the envelope. 


Let's Get Wireless 
Palm's new PDA still cutting-edge. 


Look Mom, No Wires 
iPod room-to-room broadcasting. 


Pumped-Up Portable Media 
Rover! V—a video iPod alternative. 


Rip It Good 


CD/DVD burning and beyond with Nero7. 


Grayscale Studio and Audio Lab 
Associated equipment in our labs. 
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on the cover: Across-section of A/V gear we've reviewed in the past year. 





ih { 


e Winter 2007 The Perfect Vision 





1 " "ams ue 
j Y ` > 
À . NC 
Y. 








109 Now Playing 


Film Review Redux—a look back of some of the best DVDs reviewed in TPV. 


DVDs You Should Own 
Over the past year, we've reviewed a number of DVD releases that 
merit collecting. Here's a summary of some of the best. 











SIMPLY THE BEST — 


IN BLACK OR SILVER. 





FUJITSU INTRODUCES THE HIGH-GLOSS BLACK PLASMA HDTV. Au^ 


If only black will do for your room, the new Fujitsu black plasma HDTV is for you. Adding to our signature silver plasma displays, this new XS Z 
Digital Cable Ready series is Fujitsu's first to feature QAM tuners and CableCARD™ technology. And our amazing AVM-II technology truly sets SS 
us apart. It gives you an award-winning picture with noise reduction, ambient light sensor and advanced color management. All models 

come standard with external, side-mounted speakers and carry the most comprehensive warranty in the industry. Available in four screen 

display sizes: 42°, 50°, 55”, and 63”. 


IT’S WHATS INSIDE" TEE ESSSLIBILITIES ARE. UR PATE FUJITSU 


Available only at an authorized Fujitsu retailer. To find one near you, call 1-888-888-3424 or visit plasmavision.com. 
Exclusive three year warranty on parts, labor and plasma element. 
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CANDID REVIEWER, FORMAT FUTURE, and SERVICE RELIABILITY — 


CLEAR-HEADED REVIEWING 
This is to opine that Scott Wilkin- 
son's review of the SIM2 C3X 
projector in the September issue 
of The Perfect Vision is one of the 
most candid, concise, and cred- 
ible reports I have ever read. I 
wish audio reviewers could be as 
clear-headed in their assessments, 
but a straight-shooting video 
reviewer is better than nothing. 
— Jim Saxon 


HD DVD AND BLU-RAY DISC: 
REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 
I read with interest Scott Wilkin- 
son's reply to the letter from Joe 
Rivera in the September edition 
of TPV [in which Rivera decries 
the format war, argues that HD 
DVD and Blu-ray Disc picture 
quality isn't much of a step up 
from DVD, and suggests that 
both formats will fail—Ed]. 
While I have been impressed 
with the picture quality I have seen 
from Blu-ray, from a commercial 
point of view, I think Mr. Rivera 
is probably right. It astonishes 
me that our industry still hasn't 


m FADER pall . Woulc heir re ERE ER CDs and go all-digital? 
A i EA! 4 R | £4 = A vod enm m 7 224 Inl - i n és stil $ give Up à J Js and go all- * gital¢ BB Maia ' 
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learned, after the debacle of DVD- 
Audio and SACD, accompanied by 
the success of MP3 and its cousins, 
that the market wants convenience 
first and is interested in quality 





@theperfe ion.com 











Bottom line: I suspect Mr. Ri- 
vera is correct that three or four 
years from now, neither format 
will have achieved critical mass, 
HD DVD may have disappeared 


Early adopters and videophiles do not constitute a 
critical mass, and I suspect that the improvement in 
quality [of Blu-ray or HD DVD] over DVD will be seen 
as marginal by many potential buyers. —Tim Fine 


second. If either high-resolution 
disc format is to have any chance 
of success at all, there has to be a 
unified and simple message. Early 
adopters and videophiles do not 
constitute a critical mass, and I sus- 
pect that the improvement in qual- 
ity over DVD will be seen as mar- 
ginal by many potential buyers. 
Blu-ray may have a very small 
chance of success, purely be- 
cause of Sony's Play Station 3; but 
even then, I doubt it can suc- 
ceed until HD DVD is withdrawn. 
I see no possibility at all of HD 
DVD succeeding in the market. 





completely, and they will both be 
made irrelevant by holographic 
storage—which of course al- 
ready exists in the lab today. 

— Tim Fine 


MORE READER EXPERI- 

ENCE WITH HD DVD 

AND BLU-RAY DISC 

I read Joe Rivera's letter on being 
underwhelmed by the hi-def disc 
formats and have my own thoughts 
to add. I agree that the demo discs 
were not impressive. I saw the HD 
DVD demo disc at Best Buy on a 
Toshiba HD-Al HD DVD player 
hooked up via HDMI to a West- 
inghouse 1080p LCD flat panel. It 
looked good, but not spectacular. 

I bought and hooked the same 
machine up to my Samsung HP- 
99053 50-inch plasma and noticed 
a considerable improvement. | 
honestly do not know why. My 
wife, whom I consider a harsher 
critic than I, was also blown away. 
We had the DVD version of Phan- 
tom of the Opera and compared 
it to the HD DVD version. The 
picture detail, color saturation, 
and sound were all amazing. I've 
seen other movies, such as Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby and The Perfect 
Storm, and they were not as good 
but still better than ordinary DVD. >> 
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So if anyone is going to audition 
any discs, I highly recommend the 
Phantom of the Opera HD DVD. 
The DVD upconversion was 
excellent, too (10801). To me that 
was worth mentioning since I 
have not had an upconverting 
player before, so $500 for such 
a player was not a bad deal. 
There are a few bugs, such 
as the long lag time turning the 
machine on and the "HDMI error" 
message when the TV signal is 
lost, but I can live with those. 
— Raul Romea 


YET ANOTHER 1080P 
QUESTION 

I read and rely on The Per- 
fect Vision from page to page. 
My only complaint is that 

I wish you published 13 is- 
sues a year rather than ten! 

I purchased the HP 65-inch 1080p 
DLP HDTV based on your recom- 
mendation/review. It is absolutely 
superb! Thank you! Question: 
Does it automatically upscale 
720p and 1080i sources to 1080p? 

Now, I am considering HD 
DVD/Blu-ray players and I am 
confused about true 1080p sources 
for my HDTV. From your reviews 
and articles I gather that the new 
Toshiba HD DVD players do not 
support 1080p; only 720p and 
1080i. Also, the new Samsung 
Blu-ray player does support 1080p, 
technically, but it is really 1080i 
input upscaled to 1080p output. If 
so, there remains no true 1080p 
sources available through HDMI 
1.1 interface. Is that true? I do know 
some 1080p material is available 
from a PC/Internet via HDMI or DVI. 

Please educate me, and 


keep up your great work. 
— Jim Woods 


Scott Wilkinson—First of all, thanks 
for your kind words. We're always 
glad to hear that our reviews and 
features are striking a harmonious >> 
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©2006 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. All rights reserved. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. All product and brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their r 





your emotions amplified. 


Imagine a whole new way to see, hear, and feel movies. The new 

Samsung Blu-ray Disc™ player BD-P1000 gives you an amazing 
SAMSUNG = 5 times the resolution of standard DVD, up to 1920 x 1080p — making 
full use of your HDTV. With backwards compatibility, it also converts 
your existing DVDs to near high-definition, adding sharpness, richness, 
and color. Add to this superb 5.1 channel Dolby® Digital and DTS* 
audio and you'll discover details that heighten the emotional experience 
of everything you view. With Samsung, it's not that hard to imagine. 





To learn more, visit www.samsung.com/bluray 
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Paradigm’ Reference Millenia’ 


m ... lifestyle design without sacrificing sound quality. 


c 


} 


» 
J 


*Rated #1 Price/Value in the annual Inside Track Dealer Survey 





Music and movie enthusiasts want the best of all worlds ... a next-generation look to 
complement that flat-panel television in their home-theater room, breathtaking performance 
that leaves them itching to invite friends over for a "listen," and a down-to-earth price. 


A lotto ask? Not if you ask for Paradigm” Reference Millenia” speakers. Backed by more 
than 20 years of research and development at our state-of-the-art speaker design facilities 
in Toronto—some of the most sophisticated and comprehensive facilities of their kind in 
the world—Millenia" fits the bill, perfectly. 





With almost 500 awards and industry accolades, and numerous rave reviews from around 
the world, Paradigm? remains the speaker of choice for even the most critical listener. 


The Millenia" 200 and Millenia" 20 LCR (shown above) are available in Polished Aluminum 
or Black Chrome. 





To learn more about the Millenia" Series, visit www.paradigm.com 
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PARADIGM.’ REFERENCE 


The Ultimate in High-End Sound for Music and Home Theater™ 


2 Paradigm Electronics Inc 


chord with our readers. It makes all 
the hard work we put into bringing 
you these reviews worth the effort. 
As for your suggestion that we 
publish 13 times per year, it's an 
intriguing idea that we'll devote 
some brain cells to. Its a pity there 
aren't more hours in a day, days 

in a week, and weeks in a year. 

But on a more serious note, let's 
move on to your question. Yes, the 
HP scales all incoming signals to 
1080p because that is its native 
resolution. Regarding 1080p sourc- 
es, both HD DVD and Blu-ray store 
movies on the disc at 1080p/24 (that 
is, 1080p at 24 frames per second), 
but they output 1080i/30 (1080i at 30 
frames per second); Blu-ray players 
can also output 1080p/60 (1080p at 
60 frames per second), and HD DVD 
players will eventually have this 


to in the way of both advertis- 
ing and independent editorial. 

Your July/August edition of- 
fered reviews on several new 
product brands. They made 
me think of an important issue 
that is rarely part of a product 
review—service and repair. 

Small independent stores like 
ourselves have always asked: 

If we sell this item to the pub- 
lic can we make a profit? Does 
the item work well? Can we get 
it fixed if it stops working? 

The Axion dual screen DVD 
player, Vizio plasma, etc. represent 
products that may be wonderful, 
durable, and trouble free. History 
(my 30 years in this business) tells 
me there is enough doubt that it 
should be part of your review. 

If your reader is going to pur- 


Both HD DVD and Blu-ray store movies on the 
disc at 1080p/24 (that is, 1080p at 24 frames per 
second), but they output 1080i1/30 (1080i at 30 


frames per second). 


capability as well. For 1080i output, 
the 1080p/24 content is converted 

to 1080i/30. This involves the use of 
3:2 pulldown, which introduces a 
bunch of artifacts that must be com- 
pensated for in the video processor. 
It would be much better to output 
1080p/24 (or 1080p/48 or 72, playing 
each frame two or three times), 

but this requires a display that 

can accept such a signal, of which 
there are very few at the moment 
(Pioneer's latest displays being one 
example). HDMI 1.1 and later can 
convey 1080p at any frame rate. 


RELIABILITY AND SERVICE 
ARE IMPORTANT, TOO 

As the president of a 70-year-old 
electronics store I have used publi- 
cations such as yours to try to get a 
feel for what the public is exposed 


chase a multi-thousand dollar 
product based on a review of a 
sony plasma or a Vizio plasma, 
a paragraph explaining your 
research findings regarding war- 
ranty, location of authorized service 
centers, as well as service policies 
of the manufacturer would be im- 
portant information to most buyers, 
and most likely shed a new light 
on how you see a products value. 
In today's market anyone with 
enough money can go to Asia 
and have a new brand name on 
the market by Christmas. True 
value may come when you can 
get a replacement part if needed 3 
years after your initial purchase. 
A quality manufacturer has 
service near the top of its list, 
which includes technical backup 
and a fully stocked parts and 
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service department. The other 
guys offer a wonderful sounding 
replacement policy that is fac- 
tored into the cost of business. 

In today's market of $19.95 
DVD and $69.95 LCD prod- 
ucts, let the buyer beware. 

By the way, I do like your 
magazine. 
— Keith Zoll 


HOW IMPORTANT IS THE 
CENTER CHANNEL? 

I am buying a new system for 
music, TV, and home theater using 
high-quality speakers (Sonus faber) 
and amplifiers (Ayre monoblocks) 
for the left and right channels. Does 
it make sense to get a speaker and 
amplifier for the center channel 
that's the same quality as the left 
and right? Is it overkill to get a 
matching monoblock for the center 
channel instead of using a good 
but cheaper multichannel amp 

to drive the center and rears? 

— Via the Internet 


Robert Harley—The center chan- 
nel is vitally important to multi- 
channel music and film-soundtrack 
reproduction. On many multichan- 
nel music mixes, the vocal is hard- 
panned to the center channel (as 
opposed to being mixed equally in 
the left and right channels so that 
you hear a phantom image in the 
center). In film soundtracks, virtu- 
ally all the dialog land many of the 
effects are panned to the center. 


AVGUIDE READER POLL 


Every couple of weeks, we post a 
new reader's poll on avguide.com. 
This is one of the ways we take the 

pulse of how industry trends are going 
down with you. Help us find out. 


Sign on to participate at 
www.avguide.com/poll 
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Only Hitachi unleashes the true power and beauty of Plasma. 
Introducing the world's highest resolution 42-inch Plasma HDTV. 
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Hitachi 1,080 Resolution Display 

— Hitachi 1,080 resolution Plasma display 
echnology has more pixels to reveal life-like 
detail with greater precision (1,024 x 1,080) 





Typical Plasma Display 
Conventional 768 panel (1,024 x 768) 


Only original Hitachi 1080 HD 

technology unleashes the most 

life-like picture in Plasma. 

Capturing the richest color 

and most vivid detail, the new 

Hitachi UltraVision® is the highest 

resolution 42-inch Plasma 

l ^. 3 7 HDTV ever created. Experience 
£ $c the true power and beauty of 

Plasma HDTV, only from Hitachi. 


WX 1080HD ALIS 
Alternate Lighting of 
Surfaces method 




















Recognizing Past Years’ Best — 
Keeping an Eye on the Future 


his special issue marks our third an- 
; nual Home Theater Buyer's Guide. 
Inside you'll find a slew of articles 
explaining—in plain English—just how to go 
about choosing, setting up, and enjoying to- 
day's home-entertainment systems. We start 
with five "How-To" articles covering every- 
thing from choosing HDTVs, speaker systerns, 
and electronics, to practical advice 
on setting up and adjusting your sys- 
tem for maximum performance. 
The icing on the cake, however is 
our annual Editors’ Choice Awards 
in which we compile and recognize 
every component in every product 
category (and at every price point) 
we feel is worthy of recommendation. From 
entry-level to the state-of-the-art and ev- 
erything in-between, you'll find it in Editors’ 
Choice. To receive an Editors’ Choice Award, 
the product must be currently available, 
have been reviewed in The Perfect Vision (or 
our sister publication, The Absolute Sound), 
and greatly impressed our editorial team. We 
include in Editors’ Choice only those products 
we think deliver high performance, great val- 
ue, or both. These are the products we would 
recommend to family and friends, or buy our- 
selves with our own money. 


I'm writing this just as The Perfect Vision’s 
editorial team is preparing to leave for the 
Custom Electronic Design & Installation As- 


At [LG 


Robert Harleu 
Editor-in-Chief 





14 Winter 2007 The Perfect Vision 





sociation (CEDIA) Expo in Denver. The CEDIA 
show is the place to see the next-generation 
of home-theater and consumer-electronics 
gear. We'll have a full report in the next issue. If 
you can't wait until then, we'll be posting daily 
updates from the show floor covering break- 
ing news and the hottest new products and 
technologies. Although you'll be reading this 
after the show is over, you can read 
all about the show's most significant 
gear and trends at AVGuide.com 
right now. While you're on AVGuide. 
com, | encourage you fo participate 
in our reader forum where you can 
discuss home theater and consumer 
~ electronics with other TPV readers as 
well as TPV's editors. 

This CEDIA show is the most anticipated 
home-theater event in recent memory. We 
expect to see a wide range of 1920x1080 
video displays, including plasma and LCD 
flat-panels, rear-projection television, and 
front projection. Look for dramatic price re- 
ductions across the board and big leaps in 
picture quality. Just a day before the show, 
we received advance word that Sony will 
introduce a 1920x1080 SXRD front projec- 
tor for $5000, and JVC will compete with an 
HD-ILA-based front projector with the same 
resolution and a whopping 10,000:1 contrast 
ratio for "under $7000." This kind of perfor- 
mance cost $25,000 just 18 months ago. 
With trends like that, we're looking forward 
to an exciting show. 














masters of art. 








A Genuine Masterstroke. Masters Series from NAD. Our “Music First” design philosophy and the 


genius of legendary engineer, Bjorn Erik Edvardsen, have earned NAD a string of five-star reviews 


over its 34 year history. Now Masters Series catapults technology and design far ahead and sets an 
exciting new benchmark of performance. 


Ask for an audition at your nearest NAD Masters Series authorized custom retailer. 


NAD Masters Series - Masterful. Pure and Simple. 


www.NADelectronics.com/mastersseries 
NAD Electronics of America, 6 Merchant Street, Sharon, MA 02067 800.263.4641 
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Plasma TVs Up 95% in 
Q2; 42-43" Size Still King 


Plasma televisions are reaching the market 
in ever-growing numbers, according to an 











August 24 report from Austin, TX, research 
firm DisplaySearch. In the second quarter of 


Q1'06-Q2'06 Plasma TV Unit Share & Growth 






| 4 | Philips/Magnovox|12.0% |10.396 |11% — — 
Lt Mme [80% “7.4% m —— 
— [ios — ]100.056 [00.0% [S0 — — 


Source: DisplaySearch 












2006, plasma TV shipments rose 30 percent 
over the previous quarter, and 95 percent 
year over year, reaching 2.2 million units, 

a 5 percent share of the global TV market. 
Thirty-four percent went to North America; 
where 50-inch-plus plasmas outpaced 
50-54-inch RPTVs for the first time. The 
42-43-inch size remains the most popu- 
lar—/73 percent of all plasmas. Newer models 
are true HD displays. Panasonic claimed 
28 percent of the plasma market, mak- 

ing it the top supplier two years running. 


Report: Girls More 
Tech-savvy 


Girls 12-14 are more technically sophisti- 
cated than boys their age, according to 
the August 11 Los Angeles Times. They're 
also more likely to multi-task, “plugging in^ 
via cell phone, computer, and television, 
but 41 percent say there 
are “too few” enter- 
tainment choices. 
Seventy-two 
percent of U.S. 
homes have 
computers, 
says research 
firm Parks 
Associates. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES IN CONSUMER ELECTRONICS 


Circuit 


City 


Unleashes 
Tech Service 





Circuit City 
stores nation- 


wide are now : 
offering com- | 
bined custom : 


installation 
and informa- 
tion technol- 
ogy services. 


Launched the : 


first week of 


September, 
the compa- 





ny's firedog 


| hopes to com- : 


pete against 
Best Buy's 
Geek Squad, 


using a mix of. | 


in-house and 
outsourced 
tech experts. 
Flat-panel 
mounting 
and basic HT 
hookups run 
about $900. 
The prolifera- 
tion of high- 
tech gagetry 
means con- 
sumers and 
home buyers 
need more 
help than 
ever before. 
www. fire 
dog.com. 
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Business: 
Rosy Glow for 
DirecTV 


DirecTV's profits grew 1844 
percent in its second fiscal 
Quarter ended June 30, hit- 
ting $458.7 million on revenue 
c qe Dillion, a T.) 

percent increase 
year-over-year. j 
Revenue per 
user grew 

5.6 percent 
thanks to 
increased 

use of premi- 
um services. 
High-definition 
service should 
reach 75 percent 

of the U.S. market by year’s 
end, the company hopes. 











Cuban: Broadband 
Video Hope Misplaced; 
TV Still Rules 


Widespread faith in the potential of 
broadband video is mistaken, believes 
HDNet pioneer Mark Cuban. Inter- 

net content providers can't afford to 
create the compelling programming 
necessary for positive cash flow from 
advertising or sponsorships, he told a 
July meeting 
of the Televi- 
sion Critics As- 
sociation that 
took place 

in Pasa- 
dena, CA. 











SONY'S ACTION MOVIE 


HD CHALLENGE 





TO TUNE ALL SCREENS vry 


T0 AN ACTION MOVIE 


SONY. 
HDTV 


Head down to your local HDTV retailer and ask them to tune all the screens to an action movie. You may see how some rear-projection 
DLP" screens can sometimes create color separation on fast-moving objects, a weakness the industry refers to as the “rainbow effect? Tis 


is because they project each color, one at a time, using a mechanical color wheel. Sony® SXRD™ technology projects all-at-once o 
OU | 
i 


10 
color to give you HD as it was meant to be. See the world’s most powerful HD experience yourself. Learn more at sony.com/HDTV IU 


©2006 Sony Electronics Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is prohibited without prior written consent by Sony. Sony, SXRD and "like.no.other" are trademarks of Sony 
DLP and the DLP* logo are trademarks of Texas Instruments Incorporated. 
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FROM LAB TO LIVING ROO 


Resistance is Futile 


ne of technology's 
most ambitious and 
far-reaching recent 
developments is 
Monster Cables Home of the Future, 
a brand-blind, self-configuring, fully- 
integrated entertainment/informa- 
tion/home automation-and-security 
system. Its Follow Me feature is right 
out of the best science fiction: when 
a system's owner is in possession of 
his Bluetooth-enabled cell phone, the 
system can track him throughout the 
house—or presumably, throughout 
the world—and continually feed 
him the content of his choice. The 
cell phone acts as tracking device, 
identification card, and remote con- 
trol—a hand-held personal portal 
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to the universal content library. 

And that's the problem. Cell 
phones can get lost. Perhaps a better 
solution: radio frequency identifica- 


istration approval for its VeriChip for 
humans. Since then a few adventur- 
ous people have had it implanted, 
granting them such benefits as 


For the 21st century technophile, nothing could 
be more convenient, or appropriate. The whole 
thrust of modern technology is toward deeper in- 
tegration of humans with systems and content. 


tion (RFID) chips, useful short-range 
transponders that aid everything 
from inventory control to traffic flow. 
For years, veterinarians have 
been putting tiny RFID chips in pets. 
In October 2004, Applied Digital 
Solutions won Federal Drug Admin- 





automated lighting when they enter 
a room or log on to their computers 
without passwords. 

"I think its one more step in the 
evolution of man and technology," 
says Derek Jacobs of Boca Ratorn, FL, 
who was certified as a Microsoft 
Systems Engineer at age 12. Jacobs 
and his parents became one on the 
first American families to receive the 
VeriChip, a few months before the 
device won FDA approval. 

Fear of terrorism has prompted 
suggestions that RFID chips be 
issued to all citizens, or to all immi- 
grants. Civil libertarians are aghast, 
of course, and states such as 
Wisconsin have passed laws 
banning the requirement of implant- 
ed chips. Religious groups see 
apocalyptic portent in the VeriChip. 

Much ado about nothing? Per- 
haps. For the 21st century techno- 
phile, nothing could be more 
convenient, or appropriate. The 
whole thrust of modern technology is 
toward deeper integration of 
humans with systems and content. A 
biotech interface is simply the next 
level. As Star Trek's Borg so ominous- 
ly intone, “You will be assimilated.” 
What they don't say is how much 
you'll like it. TPV 


IT’S MUCH MORE THAN TELEVISION. 
IT'S YOUR LIFE IN HIGH DEFINITION. 


Life. You live it in high definition. Now get the same heart racing, pulse pounding, 
thrill seeking feeling from DishHD. It's America's largest High-Definition lineup 
with 30 national HD channels available, offering sports, movies, news, lifestyle 
and family entertainment. DishHD packages start at just $29.99 a month for 

10 months (after mail-in redemption). 


With twice as many national HD channels as anyone else, DishHD will leave you 
gasping for your next breath: 


a 


Rocket: Photo Football: Photo Harry ET and the HBO | Watch The Stills perform on 


Courtesy of i ee Courtesy of NFL Goblet of Fire on HBOR “Beautiful Noise” on Rave HD. 


Discovery HD. 


Log on to 


dishnetwork.com/dishhd 
to experience it for yourself: 


Programming offer ends 1/31/07 and requires participation in Digital Home Advantage. Offer is available in the continental United States for new, first-time DISH Network residential customers. 
Restrictions apply, including credit approval, qualifying programming purchase and monthly fees for receivers. 

All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice, Local and state sales taxes may apply. HD programming requires HD receiver and HD television (sold separately), Where applicable. 
equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. All DISH Network programming, and any other services thal are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the promotional agreement 
and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dishnetwork.com or upon request. Social Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will not be released to third parties except for verifica 
lion and collection purposes only or if required by governmental authorities. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. © 2005 Warner Bros. Harry Potter Publishing Rights © J.K 
Rowling. HARRY POTTER, characters, names and related indicia are trademarks of and © Warner Bros. All rights reserved. HBO® is a service mark of Home Box Office, Inc 

ads1635 : 





CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY 








Terrestrial HDTV 


- - 1 1 1 1 1 1 - NES , CREE IST HET. 
ver-the-air HDTV is the biggest bargain in high-def sources—it's free. FLASH: 










But traditional OTA antennas are unsightly, drawing the ire of neigh- ye Lackoeee is | 
borhood associations everywhere. Terrestrial Digital's new Lacrosse antenna | optimized for TV 
solves this problem with compact styling that resembles a satellite dish. It works Nec aa 
great, too, picking up stations in multiple directions. where many OTA 
Terrestrial Digital * $129; $149 amplified version * www.terrestrial-digital.com e up ce 
b. P 


Online High-Def Streaming 


‘FLASH: ` There's a lot of buzz about online TV, but receiving 
A Matriverregm uninterrupted HD video streams is iffy at best. Matrix- 


1080p feed stream's IMX 1020HD set-top box utilizes H.264 coding 
requires a bit rate 


of 6Mbps more | and a proprietary technology called XMS to stream up 
un De To |. to 1080p video with no quality-of-service guarantee. We 
eve vee) look forward to seeing how well it actually works. 


Price set by service provider * www.matrixstream.com 








Dawn of a New Era? 


Era Acoustics has announced two affordable, but decidedly (FLASH: > 
performance-oriented on-wall speakers called the PL24 ($500 fF Eravacotstics 
ea.) and PL28.5 ($600 ea.) Both speakers feature beefy, 3mm- runs true to form, 
ee iui ; ; the PL-series 
PE co thick aluminum enclosures and drive unit technologies drawn | on-walls will 
from the firms critically-acclaimed Design-series mini- produce a huge, 
warm, open 
monitors. Complementing the on-walls are Eras new Sub 8 saund: é 
($800) and Sub 10 ($1000). Sa 





Era Acoustics PL24 * $500 each * www.signalpathint.com 





World's Most Powerful AVR? 









FLASH: > Sunfire, whose leader Bob Carver is famous his for high-powered designs, has announced its 
ORECETEU 7 new Theater Grand Receiver 3 (TGR-3), which produces a whopping 7x200Wpc. The TGR-3 is 
favorite AVRs is unexpectedly compact, thanks to a patented, 


rd ‘it, | ultra-efficient "Tracking Downconverter" power i ES 


HDMI switching | supply. It also features Carver's signature "Sonic | @ 


\ dme big | Holography” circuit. 
~oo o Sunfire TGR-3 * $4999 * www.sunfire.com 
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Fit-Anywhere Security CAM 





VizionWare Active Digital HDMI Interconnects 


X 
FLASH: ` 
The advent of 
1080p should 
prompt many 

new develop- 
ments in local 
signal transmis- 
sion technology. 


MP3 Portable Brings the Noise 


Ho hum, you say, another MP3 player with an alarm clock and FM 
tuner. A closer look at the new Samsung K5, however, reveals 
a first in the portable player world—pop-out mini speakers. 
This flash-based player also has a 1.7-inch LCD screen, and 
is similar in size to the video iPod. 

Samsung * $209.99 (2GB) and $259.99 (AGB) « 


FLASH: 
When it's in mu- 
sic mode, a 20- 


band spectrum 
analyzer provides 
a graphics show. 





With the custom installation market in mind, Austin, TX-based 


Niles Audio has a high-tech update on the venerable security 
camera. Small enough to mount anywhere, the miniature 
color CCTV camera can rotate 360 degrees and pivot 90 
degrees, providing plenty of coverage for almost any applica- 
tion. Available in black or white, the optional CAM-DMFK 
camera kit makes for easy installation. 

Niles Audio » $349.95 ° www.nilesaudio.com 


VizionWare has launched a new series of advanced digital M 


interconnects said to overcome the length limitations of tradition- 
al designs. The company's “Hi-Wirez” active-signal technology is 
claimed to offer a longer, improved digital path for high-def 
video, while being easier to install. 

VizionWare » $550 per 10 meters * www.vizionware.com 


Satellite Sound for iPods 


LL IEA 


iHome 





www.samsung.com 


Looking for a more substantial iPod dock? The 
iHome iH52 is a subwoofer-satellite system that also 
includes external AM and FM radio antennas. The 
system includes a universal charging iPod dock, 
remote control, 3-line track display, composite and S- 
video outputs, Firewire and USB, and an auxiliary 
input for other audio sources. 

iHome « $200 »* www.ihomeaudio.com 
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surface-mounting. 





Ae S NEN 
FLASH: - 
Niles Audio 
Corporation does 
stealth security 
with new camera 
and installation 

kit for flush- or 


i 





FLASH: ` 
The video out 
jacks are a nice 
touch, as is the 
easily viewable 


| display. 


X / 
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TIISUEMIRC 


PROMISING NEW GEAR COMING YOUR WAY 





Home [heater Dreadnaught 


he Denon THX Ultra2- five sets of analog component and an Ethernet port enabling 

certified AVR-5805MKII video inputs, eight S-Video/ networking for everything from 
is one of the largest and most composite video inputs (with Internet radio to remote control 
expensive receivers ever made. | accompanying stereo audio using third party controllers 
Its amazing capabilities in- inputs), multiple monitor out- or Windows PCs. It also al- 
clude four-zone functionality, puts (including two sets BNC lows streaming of music stored 
dozens of line-level outputs, and two RCA), five 1080p- on Ethernet-enabled music 
and 10 assignable 170-watt compatible HDMI inputs, and servers or computers. Huge 
THX Ultra2-certified amplifiers upconversion of analog and power and extreme versatility 
for dual 5.1-channel opera- digital video sources to HDMI. demand certain concessions, 
tion complemented by Zone 2 Video scaling to 1080p makes however. At more than 100 lbs., 
component video output. Digital | the AVR-5805MkII ideal for use the AVR-5805MKkII needs both 
audio connectivity includes with new high-def displays. a solid foundation and plenty 
six coax and five optical, plus More future forward: The of breathing room. Installers 
three digital optical outputs. AVR-5805MXkII includes two should be robust: there are no 

Video capacity includes IEEE 1394 ("FireWire") ports handles on its massive chassis. 


ADVANCED FL IZ PROCESSING 


FUNCTION 


moor 
SYSTCM/ SURROUND SURROUND 
CONTROL, PARAMETER CINEMA MUSIC GAME 
( (ai A (7 
PURE DIRECT WPUT ` So TONS TONE SURROUND SURROUND 
ORECT STEREO MODE ANALOG EXT IN ) p CONTROL DEFEAT SPEAKER BACK STATUS 
AO O M [20 C | e $ | gi] e a A "m 
A " UN j 
ON/STANOS? Í 
wba ViDEO MONITOR VIDEO S M ——— 3UNM£R ————————————— 
SELECT SELECT SCALE DIMMER QN'OFF nm AN VIDE N MEMORY - TUNG + 
€ $ (C ) ? l C N 4 7 i ) [i A 


PHONES SVIDE VIDE OPTIQAL-5 : SETUP MO 


AV SURROUND RECEIVER: AVR-5805 


Denon e $7000 © www.denon.com 
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SHARP VISION 





INTRODUCING 


A HIGH PERFORMANCE VEHICLE YOU 
PARK INSIDE THE HOUSE. 








The SharpVision * RE packs one 
impressive performance |under its stylish, 
high gloss hood. To begin with, it displays 
the highest form of high definition - 1080p 
(1920 X 1080 resolution). It also boasts an 





| outstanding 10,000:1 contrast ratio (true full 


on/off contrast ratio, not dynamic), 1200 


ANSI Lumens and Texas Instruments’ 0.95" - 


- Single DMD DarkChip3™ DLP* technology. 
Plus, it offers extensive connectivity options, 
including 2 HDMI, DVI-I, 2 component, 
composite, S - video, RS -232 and 12v trigger. 


Once you experience the flicker-free images 





©2006 Sharp Electronics Corporation. 
Sharp and SharřpVision are registered trademarks of Sharp Corporation. 





that its 7-segment color wheel delivers, 
you'll realize just how advanced this 
projector truly is. With unprecedented 
contrast ratio and brightness levels for the 
clearest, truest images available, the 
XV-Z20000 puts a considerable distance 
between itself and the rest of the models on 
the showroom floor. To start taking your 
home theater experience 
to à whole new level of "op 
viewing enjoyment, call 
1-877-388-SHARP or visit 


sharpusa.com 


TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 


xo SA X Lent Caf CO AE SO TM st an 





DLP® and the DLP logo are registered trademarks of Texas Instruments. 
HDMI™ is a trademark of HDMI Licensing LLC. 
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Vizio s Got A Brand New Brand 





f^ *ontinuing its tradition and 3D comb filter. Also 
provided are additional 


color-temperature controls 


Ly of offering high-perfor- 
mance, high-value displays, 
Vizio recently introduced 
the GV42L Gallevia LCD 

TV. The first of what is likely 
to be an entire Gallevia 
line, the GV42L sports a 
42-inch screen with a 
resolution of 1366x768 and a 
response time of only 8ms. 
The hard-coated screen 


that facilitate an accurate 
grayscale to complement the 
bright image with a claimed 
peak light output of 500 cd/m? 
and a contrast ratio of 1600:1. 
The input complement is 
generous, with two HDMI, 
two component, one RGB, 
two S-video, and two com- 


surface is designed to posite. The base is remov- 


minimize static buildup. able for wall mounting, and 


The innards include the speakers are detach- 


ATSC, NTSC, and QAM able as well. Add a new 





tuners as well as advanced video processing with universal, backlit remote and cool cosmetics and 
3:2 pulldown, 3D deinterlacing, noise reduction, you've got a serious LCD TV at a bargain price. 


Vizio $1700 . www.viziotv.com 





Northern Lights 


N Jorwegian manutacturer projectiondesign is at chronized irises—one for the lamps and one on 

! the forefront of the 1080p DLP projector market, the lens—provide a greater range of control over 
demonstrating the first such commercial product at contrast and brightness than most projectors. 

CEDIA 2005. Now, more than a year later, the Ac- Included with the Model Three 1080 is a Crystalio II 
tion! Model Three 1080 is finally available. Based outboard video processor trom Pixel Magic. This highly 
on Texas Instruments’ latest 0.95-inch DMD (Digital advanced processor uses the Gennum VXP chipset 
Micromirror Device) with for all processing functions 
1920x1080 resolution and pos amd provides plenty of inputs, 


DarkChip3 enhancements, 
the Model Three 1080 boasts 
some unique features, such 
as dual lamps, each with 


including four HDMI, four 
component, two SDI, and 

two S-Video, all of which are 
upconverted to 1080p and 
sent to the projectors single 
DVIinput. We can't wait to get 
our hands on this bad boy. 


its own 7-segment color 
wheels, for improved life, 
widely variable brightness 
for different environments, 
24/7 operation, and redundancy. 

There are a variety of lenses available, includ- 
ing two fixed and four zoom options. Dual syn- 








projectiondesign | $24,495 (not including lens) ^ www.projectiondesign.com 
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Works in any room. No rear 
speakers needed. No walls 
required for surround effect. 


‘he Polk Audio SurroundBar" will complete your 
High Definition TV experience. Its the perfect 
match for flat-panel and shallow screen TVs. 
And it works with any surround sound receiver. 


Polk's patented SDA® Surround technology means 
you won't need to install rear speakers. What you 
hear is a completely immersive surround sound 
experience, as if there were dozens of speakers 

all around you. The sleek, unobtrusive design is 

a welcome addition for anyone who wants all the 
thrills of surround sound. ..but none of the hassles. 


Polk Audio, Inc., 5601 Metro Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215 USA 
Customer Service 800-377-7655 Monday - Friday 9am to 6pm E.S.T. 
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One speaker. Zero clutter. 
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SDA Surround Sound 





Polk's exclusive SDA Surround technology puts 
you in the center of the action. Our revolutionary 
system literally uses the space between your 
ears to create your own 5-channel surround 
sound environment from a single front speaker. 


For The Complete Story Behind 
The Revolutionary SurroundBar— 


joto: 


kaudio’ 
-com 
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Í Curved Space 


V 


| A fatching a 2.35:1 movie on a 
V V 16:9 (aka 1.78:1) screen re- 
quires those annoying black letterbox 
bars above and below the image. To 
solve this problem, a few high-end 
projector companies, such as Runco 
and DPI, offer processors and ana- 
morphic lenses to display a 2.35:1 
movie on a screen of the same aspect 
ratio without letterbox bars. Unfortu- 
nately, those lenses are so expensive 
that manufacturers are forced to use 
less-than-perfect optics to keep the 
price within any bounds of reason. 

To compensate for the geometric dis- 
tortions caused by these lenses, Screen 
Research now offers its TheaterCurve 
screen, which curves slightly outward 

















from the center. This eliminates 

the pincushioning that can occur 

with anamorphic lenses on flat 

2.30:1 screens, because light from 

the projector doesn't hit all parts 

of the screen at the same angle. 
The screen material is the 

companys ClearPix2, a woven 

material that allows sound from 

speakers behind the screen 

to pass through it with very 

little distortion or coloration. 

The TheaterCurve is avail- 

able in 1.78:1 and 2.35:1 aspect 

ratios and a variety of sizes, 

from 50 to 270 inches wide, with 

or without lateral masking. 


Screen Research $2700 and up | www.screenresearch.com 


- Hock the House 


[nce the pursuit of only the most fanatic au- 
: | 


1. diophiles, subwoofers integrated into the 


structure of homes are a growing reality—and a 
growing business. In September, Morgan Hill, CA- 
based Velodyne Acoustics, Inc. announced the 
introduction of its SubContractor Series (SC) line 
of passive subwoofers designed for installation in 
walls, cabinets, basements, ceilings, or wherever 
they may fit in new or remodeled dwellings. 

The SC series includes the SC-IW (In-Wall), four 


in-room or in-cabinet subwoofers (SC-8, 








SC-10, SC-12 and SC-15), and the SC-IF/IC (In-Floor/In- 
Ceiling) subwoofer, all powered by the SC-1250 switch- 
ing amplifier. Ease of installation is a primary design 
parameter, according to a company announcement. 
An SC flagship product is the SC-IW subwoofer, fitting 
flush in a standard 2x4-inch wall and firing vertically 
with a patent-pending T-shaped driver said to minimiz- 
es wall vibration while maximizing woofer travel and 
performance. The SC-IW includes a standard 14-inch 
grille for easy 
installation and 
servicing and a 
small grille less 
than 5 inches 
high. The grilles 
can be painted 
to match the 
rooms décor. 





Velodyne | $999/each; other prices — www.velodyne.com 
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There's a thin line between REGZA and reality. 


INTRODUCING REGZA PREMIUM HD LCD TV 
WITH PIXELPURE HI-BIT PROCESSING. 


SUPERIOR PROCESSING CREATES A SUPERIOR PICTURE, PERIOD. REGZA'S 
ADVANCED 12-BIT PROCESSING PRODUCES A REMARKABLE 4096 
LEVELS OF GRADATION WHILE STANDARD 8-BIT PROCESSING YIELDS 
JUST 256. THIS 16X INCREASE CREATES SMOOTHER GRADATION, FOR 
A CLEANER, MORE NATURAL PICTURE. REGZA CLARITY, DEPTH, AND 
COLOR ARE UNLIKE ANYTHING THAT TOSHIBA HAS OFFERED BEFORE. IN 
FACT, OUR PIXELPURE HI-BIT PROCESSING PRODUCES AN IMAGE THAT 
IS SO BREATHTAKINGLY REAL, IT'S HARD TO TELL WHERE REALITY ENDS, 


AND REGZA BEGINS. 








Screen image simulated. Image quality varies by content. ©2006 Toshiba America Consumer Products, LLC. All rights reserved. 


REGZA 


(DIV Cine {peed AHD ES Pure Hi-Bit 


www.regzalcdtv.com 


AUDIO REVIEW 








Uppo Digital DV-S/DHD 


Universal Player _ 





Oppo-tunity 


ppo Digital is 
slowly but surely 
earning a reputa- 
tion for building 
products that, in car enthusiasts’ 
parlance, are sleepers: that is, 
components that appear to be 
modest in price and appearance, 
but in fact turn out to be giant 
killers. I can think of no better ex- 
ample than Oppos slim, $149 DV- 
970HD universal player, which 
supports DVD-Audio/Video, 
SACD, HDCD, CD, Kodak Picture 
CD, and DivX discs, and provides 
HDMI outputs with 720p/1080i up- 
conversion. What really makes 
the Oppo special, though, is its 





core sound and video image 
quality, which are unexpect- 
edly good—not just "for the 
money" but in a broader sense. 


Easy to Use 

The DV-970HD's remote control 
and user interface proved easy to 
understand and use. In particu- 
lar, I appreciated the way the 
Oppo lets me make on-the-fly au- 
dio and video adjustments during 
playback—a thoughtful touch. 
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The only areas that need fur- 
ther refinement are the Oppo’s 






PRAE 


Welcome to the Land of 


displays that facilitate track-to- 
track navigation, but it can make 


What really makes the Oppo special is its core 
sound and video image quality, which are un- 
expectedly good—not just “for the money” but | 


in a broader sense. 


unorthodox procedures for 
setting speaker distances and 
for controlling SACD playback. 
otrangely, when SACDs are first 
loaded into the player, tradi- 
tional Rev/Fwp and SkiP BACK/FWD 
track controls remain inopera- 


— a 
@ " & 


OPENCLOBE PLAY PAUSE 


tive until after disc playback has 
been initiated. To select and play 
a specific SACD track, then, you 

would first hit PLay, and then 

use the Skip BACK/F wp controls to 

advance to the track you wish 


INSIDERS TIP: 


Consider using high-quality intercon- 
nect cables in order to tap the DV- 
970HD's full performance potential. 


to hear. This isn't a problem 
in home theater systems with 


for counterintuitive operations 
when the player is used in audio 
systems without displays. 


Sounds Good 


The Oppo acquitted itself well 
with DVD-Audio, SACD, and CD 


STOP 





material, delivering well-bal- 
anced performance across all 
three formats—though DVD- 
Audio discs typically sounded 
the best of all. The DV-970HD 
sounded terrific on "Sunshine of 
Your Love" from Cream bass- 

ist Jack Bruce's Shadows in the 
Air [Silverline, DVD-A]. What 
wowed me was the way the 
Oppo caught the crying sound of 
guest artist Eric Clapton's Strato- 
caster guitar, as well as the deep, 
throaty snarl of Bruce's fretless 
Warwick Thumb bass guitar (I've 
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"S VL A = Hear the Wind 
Ad P5 à $ ET deep in the jungle. 
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«s a macaw, twigs breaking 
| .., beneath your feet. Sound so 
p^ . real, you feel like you're there. 
- ?'. This is the entertainment 
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| j^ in mind. From the mixing 
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audio review: Oppo Universal Player 


never heard that instrument 
more convincingly rendered). 
Overall, the Oppo sound is 
characterized by excellent top-to- 
bottom transparency and detail, 
tempered by a good measure of 
high-frequency smoothness. But the 
big news is that all these qualities 
are delivered with the sort of pol- 
ish and panache rarely heard in 
sub-$1000 players. As a result, the 
Oppo effortlessly reveals varia- 
tions in production techniques from 
album to album, and song to song. 
I put on Sheryl Crow's The 
Globe Sessions [A&M, multi- 
channel SACD], for example, 
and noted that the first track, 
"My Favorite Mistake," had the 
clean, tight, well-focused sound 
of a traditional studio record- 
ing. But the second track, "There 
Goes the Neighborhood," had an 


The Last Word 


* Open, transparent sound; bal- 
anced performance across all 
audio formats 


* Good video performance; 1080i 
upconversion that works 

* Good remote and user interface 

* Outstanding value 





smooth as the best 
* Gives most mid-priced players 
inferiority complexes 


Specifications 


* Formats: DVD-Audio/Video, SACD, 
HDCD, CD, Kodak Picture CD, DivX, 
CD-R/RW, DVD+R/RW, DVD+R DL 

* Audio outputs: (1) 5.1-channel analog 
audio, (1) stereo analog audio, (2) 
digital audio (one optical, one coaxial) 

* Video outputs: (1) composite video, (1) 
S-video, (1) component video, (1) HDMI 

* Other inputs/outputs: Flash memory 
card reader, USB 

* Dimensions: 16 y2" x 10" x 1 5/8" 

* Weight: 4.85 Ibs. 


Manufacturer Information 


Oppo Digital, Inc. 
(650) 961-1118 
www.oppodigital.com 
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* Counterintuitive SACD playback i b 
controls | 
* Bass too lean; treble not as 


altogether different sound that 
was huge, slightly raw, diffuse, 
and drenched in reverberation 
creating the effect of hearing 
Crow and her band perform- 
ing in a big garage. The point 
is that the Oppo made child's 
play of delineating the various 
textural and spatial differences 


/ 





ODDO 


Universal DVD Player 
With High Definition Up-Conversion and HON 


ideal for Your HDTV Display 


The Oppo sound is characterized by excellent 
top-to-bottom transparency and detail, tem- 
pered by a good measure of high-frequency 


smoothness. 


between the tracks—something 
few inexpensive players do well. 
Compared to more expensive 
players such as NAD's M55, 
the DV-970HD sounds a bit less 
smooth in the treble region, a 
little less full-bodied and three- 
dimensional, and produces 
bass that sometimes seems too 
lean. But when you consider 
that the DV-970HD costs less 
than one tenth what the NAD 
does, and that it sounds more 
like the NAD than not, the 
Oppos minor shortcomings 
become easy to overlook. 


Looks Good 

While sound quality may be 
the DV-970HD's strong suit, it is 
no slouch in the video depart- 
ment. I put the player through 
its paces on films and with the 
Silicon Optix HQV Benchmark 
disc, and in both cases ob- 
served optimal performance 
through the Oppo's HDMI 
outputs with upscaling set for 
1080i (the TPV test display is 

a 1080p-capable RPTV). Noise 
was minimal, detail was very 
good, and performance on 
various cadences (video, film, 
anime, etc.) was fine. The 


only areas where the Oppo was 
decent but not great were on 
certain tests for jaggies and for 
motion-adaptive noise reduction. 
But even there the Oppo handily 
outperformed many mid-priced 
players I've recently tested. 

One discovery I made was that 
the Oppo's SHARPNESS control was 
genuinely useful—not garish as 


FACTOID! 





Oppo Digital releases periodic firmware 
updates for its players to correct small 
bugs or, in some instances, to add (or 
refine) features and functions. 


such controls often tend to be. 
When I watched Crouching Tiger 
Hidden Dragon with the Oppo's 
SHARPNESS control set to SHARP, 
fine details became so clear that 
they almost reminded me of the 
way HD DVD material appears. 


Is Good 

The bottom line is that the Oppo 
DV-970HD, imperfections and all, 
is by far the best low-priced uni- 
versal player I've heard or seen. 
It does so much, so well, for so 
little, that it will make many high- 
er-priced players seem like un- 
derachievers by comparison. TPV 













Polk Audio |-Sonic 
Entertainment Center 









! The Coolest Nine Pounds in 





> 


AUDIC HE 


olk Audios new 
I-Sonic entertain- 
ment center may 
at first glance 
look like a "table radio,” but this 
nine-pound technology-packed 
wonder is light years beyond 
any other product of its kind. 

In addition to being an AM/FM 
radio, the I-Sonic receives XM 





Satellite Radio as well as HD Radio. 


An integral disc drive lets you 
play music CDs and even DVDs, 
meaning that the I-Sonic can be 
the video source (via S-video and 
composite-video outputs) for a 
small home-theater system. The 
]-Sonic is also compatible with 
Picture CD so you can display 
photos on your TV monitor. 

I particularly liked the I-SonicS top- 


Consumer Electronics 


mounted "soft" 
buttons that change 
function depending on 


die 
EP 





which source is selected. 

In addition to the I-Sonics 
ability to deliver music and 
video from a wide range of 
formats ( AM/FM/XM/HD Ra- 
dio/CD/DVD), you can connect 
an external source such as 
an iPod or other music player 
through the stereo line-input 
jacks. A nice feature allows you 
to store up to 30 radio presets 
in any combination of AM, FM, 
XM, or HD Radio. A dual alarm 
clock completes the package. 

The I-Sonic's sound quality 
was so good I was tempted 
to critique it the way I would 
a high-end audio product. 

It exceeded expectations in 
every sonic parameter: the 
ability to play loudly without 
strain, shockingly deep and 
full bass response, tremendous 
midrange clarity, great detail 





resolution, good dynamics, and 
a treble smoothness that doesnt 
make you want to turn it down 
after half an hour. The sound is 
full, deep, and rich. In addition, the 
-Sonic's four speakers (two forward 
firing and two rear-firing) deliver 
a remarkably similar tonal bal- 
ance from anywhere in the room. 
The venerable "table radio" 
has entered the modern era 
with Polk's new multi-format, 
2lst-century entertainment cen- 
ter. The I-Sonic is one of those 
products I never wished for, but 
after just a few days with this 
table-top marvel, I wondered 
how I ever lived without it. TPV 


The Last Word 


* Terrific user interface Fa 
* Shockingly great sound for the size 
* Ultra-cool form-factor 
* Spending too much on CDs of 
new music discovered on XM 
E Channel 72 


Specifications 








* Inputs: Antenna, line-in 

* Outputs: Line-out, component-video, 
S-Video 

* Format compattibility: AM, FM, XM, HD 
Radio, CD, DVD-Video, Photo CD, MP3 
(on CD) 

* Dimensions: 14.5" x 4.75" x 9.75" 

* Weight: 9 Ibs. 

* Warranty: One year 

* Price: $599 


Manufacturer Information 


Polk Audio 
www.polkaudio.com 
isonic.polkaudio.com 
(800) 377-7655 
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THE PERFECT REASON 
WHY YOU SHOULD, TOO. 
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Interesting fact-NASA chose 
JVC D-ILA technology for image analysis after 
a shuttle launch. The lack of pixel structure doesn't interfere 

with critical image analysis and provides no spatial dithering 

as in other technologies, so no artifacts are projected onto the display. 
Sure it all sounds like rocket science, but that’s what makes the picture 
quality so fantastic. Hmmm...we're thinking it might make the football game 


in your living room look pretty good too. 


IHIEDD-IL UAE. 


Powered by D ILA 


Get peace of mind knowing this technology will be around for a while at www.true 1080p.jvc.com The Perfect Experience = 





“PSB’s CustomSound... top-shelf performance and uncompromised aesthetics" 


Chris Lewis — Home Theater 
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Best Custom System www.psbspeakers.com 
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elcome to our third annual Home Theater Buyers Guide Spe- 
cial Issue. Over the next 38 pages you'll find everything you 
need to know about choosing, buying, setting up, and enjoy- 
ing today's home-theater gear. 

We start this special feature with a practical guide to choosing an HDTV 
set. Whether your tastes run toward plasma, LCD, rear projection, or front 
projection, well give you the inside scoop to make you a smart shopper. 
Need an audio/video receiver? Our next "How-To" article gives you the 
low-down on what to look for in AVRs, controllers, and power amplifiers. 

No home theater is complete without a great-sounding speaker system. 
We tell you how to pick just the right speaker package for your system— 
and how to spot the biggest bargains—in our special article on today's 
surround speaker systems. 

What good is great gear without knowing how to assemble it into a sat- 
isfying system? Our next Buyers Guide article tells you exactly what you'll 
need to put together your system—wires, cables, stands, connectors—and 
shows you how to fine tune your new system for maximum performance. 

Next, we show you how you can dramatically improve the picture qual- 
ity of your new HDTV with a readily available test DVD and a few minutes 
of your time. You'll be shocked at how much better your TV can look with 
correct adjustment of the TV's front-panel controls. 

Finally, in our 25-page annual Editors' Choice Awards, we list and de- 
scribe every component worthy of our highest recommendation. To be 
given an Editors’ Choice Award, the product must have been reviewed 
in The Perfect Vision or our sister publication The Absolute Sound, must 
be currently on the market, and must meet our high standards for perfor- 
mance and value. These are the products we'd recommend to our friends 
and family members, and buy ourselves. Enjoy. 
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How to Buy an HDTV 

How to Buy Home-Theater Electronics 
How to Buy a Speaker System 

How to Assemble a System 

How to Adjust Your Television 





DISPLAYS 
52 Direct View 
53 Rear-Projection TVs 
54 Front-Projection TVs 
56 Projection Screens 


ELECTRONICS/SOURCES 
o6 Video Scalers 
57 DVD, HD DVD, and Blu-ray Disc Players 
60 Digital Video Recorders 
60 Video Accessories 
62 A/V Receivers 
64 A/N Controllers 
67 Multichannel Amplifiers 








LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEMS 
69 Freestanding and On-Wall 
74 In-Wall/In-Ceiling 
75 Subwoofers 





OTHER A/V-RELATED GEAR 


Integrated Systems 

Interconnects and Speaker Cables 
Equipment Racks and Stands 
Power Conditioners 





CONVERGENCE PRODUCTS 
79 iPod/MP3 Player-related Products 
80 Media Servers, Media Center PCs, and Media Distribution 
80 Earbuds/Headphones 








SYSTEMS | 
8] Other Components and Software 
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A HOW TO by Scott Wilkinson 


» How To 
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lf you re in the market for a new HDTV, the choices can be truly daunting. 
Here's some guidance to help you make the right decision. 





P 


he first step is to 
determine the best 
screen size for your 
situation. This de- 
pends on your seating distance— 
how far from the screen will you 
be sitting? Various formulas are 


broadcast HD content, which is 
1080i. However, 1080p displays 
are generally more expensive, at 
least for now. In addition, human 
visual acuity is limited; if your 





















used to calculate the optimum 
seating distance for a given 
screen size or vice versa. 
I tend to use the SMPTE 
standard that says 
the screen should 
occupy a horizontal 
viewing angle of 
30 degrees. For 
a 16:9 screen, 
this translates 
to a screen 
height that's 
28% of the seat- 
ing distance, a 
screen width that's 
90% of the seat- 
ing distance, and 
a screen diagonal 
that's 57% of the seating 
distance. For example, 
at a seating distance of 
10 feet, the SMPTE standard 
specifies a screen measuring 
33.6 inches high, 60 inches wide, 
and 68.4 inches diagonally. 
Another factor related to screen 
size is the display's resolution. Of 
course, 1080p—1920x1080—is the 
Holy Grail, and it is ideal for HD 
DVD and Blu-ray as well as most 


screen is smaller than 70 inches 
diagonally at a seating distance of 
10 feet, you can't see the differ- 
ence between 1080p and 720p, so 
there may be no point in spending 
more money on a 1080p display. 








On the other hand, a 720p or 768p 
display must scale a 1080i signal, 
which could introduce artifacts; 
a 1080p display only needs to 
deinterlace 1080i (though that can 
introduce artifacts of its own, es- 
pecially with film-based material). 
Once you have determined 
your ideal screen size, it's 
time to think about the 
technology and form 
factor. If the screen size 
is under 42 inches 
diagonally, the only 
choice is an LCD 
flat panel. (There 
are a few plasmas 
under 42 inches, 
but not many.) At 
42 to 50 inches, 
the choices are 
LCD and plasma; 
for more on making 
this decision, see 
our Buyer's Guide 
Plus in Issue 71. 
At 50 to 72 inches, the 
main choices are rear-pro- 
jection televisions (RPTVs), 
plasmas (mostly in the 50- to 
60-inch range, with a few larger 
models, up to LG's 71-incher), and 
a few very expensive LCD flat 
panels (up to Sharp's 65-incher; 
see the review on page 92). 
RPTVs are the most cost-effective 
choice in this size range, using a 
variety of technologies, includ- 





36 








Winter 9007 The Perfect Vision 








NOITIIW9W T3 V 














Brad Bird 
Writer/Director of 
The Incredibles, The Iron Giant 


“As a filmmaker and film lover, | love the 
immersive feeling of movies presented 
in the widescreen format known as 
“Scope”. So many of my favorite films 
are made in “Scope” widescreen; 
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA, STAR WARS, 
RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK, AMADEUS, . 
LORD OF THE RINGS — the list is as 
epic as the films themselves. When 
Runco first showed me scenes from 

THE INCREDIBLES and THE IRON GIANT 
using their new CineWide™ projection 
system, | was dazzled... 
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THE INCREDIBLES 


NOW ON DVD 
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CineWide 


Bringing Hollywood Home™ 
CineWide™ Fills Your Widescreen with the Movie, not Black Bars 


Most of us share movie maker Brad Bird's love 
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for superwide CinemaScope" movies. But until ES NET. : 
now they could only be viewed with useless black € iin a ran 





bars above and below the picture. With Runcos Conventional Method—Useless Black Bars 


exclusive CineWide technology the black bars : B 2». (AEN 
T- s+ VAN 
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are gone. The full vertical screen height is A > il WE rua 
T 2 e. $) [D : » X , i ur [^ 
filled with the movie and every pixel of hi-def MET Dd es Fx 





resolution is put to work producing absolutely CineWide Technology—No Black Bars 


Incredible images. Award winning CineWide 


technology is available today — only from your 


RUNCO 


THE Wortp’s FINEST 
Home THEATER Propucts™ 


WwWW.runco.com 


professional Runco dealer. 


Theater installation by Aurant, Salt Lake City, UT. Runco supports ISF installers and calibrators. 
© 2006 Runco International. All Rights reserved. CineWide. Runco and Bringing Hollywood Home are trademarks of Runco International. 
CinemaScope is a trademark of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. The Incredibles © Disney/Pixar. 
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ing DLP, LCD, and LCoS (with its 
variants SXRD from Sony and 
D-ILA from JVC). DLP and LCoS 
models often perform better in 
terms of black level than LCD- 
based units or either type of flat 
panel. RPTVs require a larger 
footprint, though not as big as 
the CRT models of yesteryear, 
and they often have a narrower 
viewing angle than plasmas. 
Screen sizes over 72 inches 
generally require a front pro- 
jector, though there are a few 
alternatives: Optoma makes the 
BigVizion in-wall RPTV in 80-, 90-, 
and 100-inch sizes (see the review 


very well at all. In this case, plas- 
ma, LCD, or RPTV will work best. 

Once you've determined the 
best screen size and technol- 
ogy for your situation, you can 
narrow your choices further by 
reading our reviews of the ap- 
propriate products. The most cur- 
rent reviews can be found in the 
latest issue of TPV, both in print 
and online at www.avguide.com, 
where you'll also find archived 
reviews from past issues. 

After doing some homework, 
its time to go shopping. Ideally, 
you should be able to play some 
of your own discs and tweak 


After doing some homework, it's time to go 
shopping. Ideally you should be able to play 
some of your own discs and tweak the user con- 
trols of any display under consideration. 


in Issue 71), and Panasonic sells 
a 103-inch plasma for the ridicu- 
lously well-heeled. Front projec- 
tors require a separate screen, 
which can be as simple as a white 
wall (definitely not recommended 
for producing a good-quality 
image) or as sophisticated as a 
motorized, drop-down screen with 
masking for different aspect ratios. 
To do it right, this is often a fairly 
expensive proposition, though 
it doesn't have to be nearly as 
much as a 103-inch plasma. 
Choosing the right technology 
depends in part on the amount of 
ambient light in the room. If you 
only watch the display at night 
with the lights out, no problem— 
any technology will work fine un- 
der these conditions. If you watch 
during the day without complete 
control of ambient light in the 
room, or you must have the lights 
on, front projection will not work 


the user controls of any display 
under consideration. However, 
the so-called big-box stores, 
such as Best Buy, Circuit City, 
and Costco, don't provide that 
opportunity, making it very dif- 
ficult to realistically evaluate the 
quality of any video image. The 
TVs on display in those stores 
are invariably configured to 
be way too bright and way too 
blue in order to attract attention 
on the sales floor and compete 
with the overhead lights. 
Specialty retailers, includ- 
ing places such as Magnolia 
Home Theater within some 
Best Buy stores, sometimes 
provide a more personal shop- 
ping experience, including the 
opportunity to play your own 
discs and tweak the displays. I 
definitely recommend seeking 
out such a dealer; after all, this 
will be one of the most impor- 


tant purchases you're likely to 
make. You'll probably pay more 
at these dealers, but the extra 
service is worth it, in my opinion. 

Take a test disc such as Digital 
Video Essentials along and adjust 
the user controls on your candi- 
date sets for best picture (see How 
to Adjust Your TV on page 48). 

Also, take some DVDs (and maybe 
some HD DVDs and/or Blu-ray 
discs) that you know well. In par- 
ticular, look at dark scenes to eval- 
uate black level and dark detail. 
Most digital displays look great on 
bright scenes, but many appear 
washed out in the dark parts. 

To check the display's video | 
processor, take a copy of Sili- 
con Optixs HQV Benchmark 
DVD (available at ww w.hqv. 
com). Familiarize yourself with 
the test clips before going to the 
store; the disc includes expla- 
nations of what to look for. At 
the store, play the disc from a 
players interlaced component 
output. Does the display pass 
or fail most of these tests? 

In addition to dark scenes, look 
at scenes with fast motion—do 
you see ghostly trails behind 
the moving objects? Try to find 
a scene with subtle gradations 
of light, such as a sunrise—can 
you see false contouring (dis- 
tinct steps) in what should be 
a smooth gradient? Do you see 
obvious noise in large areas of 
constant color, such as blue sky? 
Do skin tones look unnaturally 
reddish or greenish? Do mov- 
ing areas with fine detail (such 
as panning shots of a city sky- 
line) have shimmery artifacts? 

If you answered no to these 
question$, and you see decent 
blacks and dark detail, you've 
found an excellent display. Take it 
home and enjoy the best video 
picture quality available today. TPV 
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affordable luxurious design. 
Very smart and terribly sexy, 
OLEVIA LCD HDTVs. 





OLEVIA 532H 


e y a —= Ud PN 


www.0olevia.com 





N ABC Warehouse Amazon.com American TV Beach Camera BJ's Wholesale Club Boscov's CompUSA 
A Datavision Electronic Express Electronics Expo Grant's Appliance hhgregg J&R Meijer Micro Center 
Office Depot R.C. Willey Stereo Advantage Target.com TigerDirect.com Walmart.com 








A HOW TO by Chris Martens 
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eater Electronics 


Every part of your home theater system is important for the whole effect 
youre after, but none more important than your electronic gear. 


t one point or another, using both film soundtracks and 


balance that gives equal weight to 


we've all smiled at 
placards that read, 





choosing home theater electronics 
components is rarely that simple. 
Most of us face budgetary and 
other constraints that make it 
vital to research purchases 
carefully before shelling out 
our hard-won cash. To help 
readers weigh options and 
find electronics that offer 
good performance and 
value, we suggest using 
the following six essen- 

tial parameters to evalu- 
ate potential purchases. 


Sound Quality 

Questions to ask: 

e Will the component be used 
mostly for casual viewing/ 
listening, or in more focused 
ways where sound quality will 
take on added importance? 

e Will the component be used 
for watching films, listen- 
ing to music, or both? 


We assume sound quality is one of 
your highest priorities, and for that 
reason we strongly recommend 
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"My tastes are simple; 
[like to have the best." But in practice, 











music to evaluate electronics. But all frequencies), resolution (the ability 
to capture fine, small details and 
sonic textures), imaging (the ability 

to create the illusion of hearing real 
performers in three-dimensional 
spaces, or—in films—to place the 
listener in the center of the action), 
and dynamics (the ability to play at 
realistic volume levels and to reveal 
subtle dynamic contrasts). 


music is the real acid test for sound 
quality. In our experience, speakers 
that work well for music will sound 
great for films, though the 
reverse is often not true. 
Theres no 


Power 

Questions to ask: 

e [s the component 
powerful enough to 
drive your intended 

| speaker system to 

M mem UU DWA d satisfying volume levels 

3 k in your room? 

e If your speakers are 
difficult to drive, can the 
component handle them 
without audible strain? 


Many newcomers think that 
speaker power ratings are fixed 
laws that must be followed to the 
letter, but this really isnt the case. 
In fact, itis almost always better 

to have too much power than too 
little. We say this because speak- 
ers can often survive momentary 
bursts of clean power, but not 


substitute for actually hearing 
components in action. Listen for 
accuracy (smooth, neutral tonal 
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the blasts of distortion that result 
when underpowered amplifiers 
are driven beyond their limits. 

The amount of power you'll need 

is determined by personal tastes, 
room size, speaker sensitivity, and 
speaker impedance. The less sensi- 
tive your speakers are, the more 
power they will require to play at a 
given volume level. Similarly, the 
lower your speakers’ impedance 
rating, the more current they will 
require—something not all compo- 
nents are good at delivering. 
Because power specifications can 
be misleading, it is essential to try out 
electronics with speakers compa- 
rable to your own. Use dynamically 
demanding material that spans a 
broad range of frequencies. Listen 
carefully, and choose wisely 


Noise Free Video Switch- 

ing, Upconversion 

Questions to ask: 

e Will you use your electronics to 
switch video signals from multiple 
video source components? 

e Do you have any HD 
source components? 

e Do you require 720p/1080i 
upconversion features? 


Evaluate electronics by compar- 
ing the onscreen appearance of 
signals fed straight to your display 
vs. the same signals routed through 
the component under test. You 
should not observe any degradation 
when signals are routed through 
your electronics. Test upconver- 
sion features, if any, to verify that 
they actually improve image 
quality (some do; others don't). 


Input/Output Flexibility 
Questions to ask: 
e How many source and display 
components do you plan to 
use, and of what types? 
e Do you require support for i.LINK 


Theater 


(FireWire), DVI, or HDMI connec- 
tions to source components? 
What about connections for iPods 
or satellite radio antennas? 

e Do you require Ethernet 
connectivity? 

e Do you require support for multiple 
listening zones? 


The game plan is to buy as much 
flexibility as you need now, and 
to give some thought to future 
requirements, but without going 
overboard on features/func- 

tions you might never use. 


Upgrade Readiness 

Questions to ask: 

e Can the component accommodate 
foreseeable system upgrades (e.g., 
adding an HD DVD or Blu-ray Disc 
player, or an HDMI-equipped 
1080p-capable HD display)? 

* Does the component support 
firmware updates? 


Its wise to give some thought to 
future-proofing so that you dont 
buy components that "paint 

you into a corner" in a technical 
sense. At the same time, try not to 
lose sight of the fact that we buy 
components in order to use and 
enjoy them in the here and now. 


Ease of Use 

Questions to ask: 

e Do you require automated speaker 
set-up and/or room equalization 
functions? 

e [s the interface/remote easy for you 
and other family members to 
master? 

e Is the interface so complicated that 
programming/setup help from a 
custom installer is necessary? 


Electronic components are only as 
good as the interfaces and remote 
devices used to control them. Before 
buying any component, try out 
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its remote and look over its setup 
menu(s). Both should be intuitive 
and easy to use, or at least show 
signs of being easy to learn. 


AVRs vs. Controller/Multichan- 
nel Amplifier Combos 
The traditional thinking is that AVRs 
offer convenience (everything you 
need in one chassis) and good value 
for money, while controller/ampli- 
fier combos offer greater flexibility 
and the potential for superior sound. 
But as AVRs become more capable 
and controller/amplitier combos 
become more affordable, those 
distinctions have begun to blur. 
Which approach is right for 
you? Budgets often determine the 
answer. Below the $2000 level, 
an AVR may be the only logical 
choice. From about $2000 on up, 
however, we suggest comparing 
AVRs against equivalently priced 
controller/amplifier packages. All 
other things being equal, let sound 
quality be the tie-breaker. Great 
sound never goes out of fashion. 


Where to Buy 

We strongly encourage you to work 
through competent, reputable 
specialty home-theater retailers or 
custom installers who understand 
you and your requirements. You 
might pay a bit more for compo- 
nents, but you'll be working with 
professionals whose goal is to 
make sure you get equipment 
that meets your expectations. Trust 
us: Their expertise is priceless. 


Try before you buy—always 

While TPV strives to make its product 
reviews authoritative and helpful for 
readers, we advise against buying 
electronics purely on the basis of 
reviews . Remember: There's no 
substitute for trying out components 
to see how they behave in the real 
world. TPV 
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A HOWTO by Chas VENTER 


How To 












eater Spea ers 


You can have the best AVR, the greatest DVD player and interconnects, but 
if your speakers aren't up to par, then your investment is wasted. 





peakers, along with e Who will install your Questions to Ask 
displays, do more to af- in-wall system? e How important is it that you have 
fect the quality of your e Do you mind having speakers in speakers that complement the 
home theater experi- fixed locations that dictate display/ appearance of your flat panel 
ence than any other type of compo- furniture placement? display? 
nent. So, it pays to invest time and e Would you mount "on-wall" 
effort in choosing speakers that are On-walls: Typical on-wall or “plasma speakers on the walls, or use them 
just right for your applica- 3 with stands? 
tion. But before wading into | e If you go with wall- 
the speaker selection pro- mounting, who will install 
cess, proper, it makes sense the system? 
to start by thinking through e [f you go with wall- 
some very basic system mounting, do you mind 
configuration questions. having speakers in fixed 
positions that dictate your 
In-Wall, On-Wall, or display/furniture place- 
Freestanding Speakers? ment? 
In-walls: In-wall speakers Freestanding speakers: 
have come a long way in Freestanding speakers 
the past few years, with to- remain the sonic “gold 
days best models approach- standard” against which 
ing the sound quality of all others are judged. They 


good freestanding speakers. 
But are in-walls right for you 
and your listening space? 


also give users greater 
freedom to rearrange their 
listening spaces, should 
the need arise. However, 





Questions to Ask speakers” feature slim-line enclo- freestanding speakers tend to take 

e How important is it that you sures designed to complement the up more space and to draw at- 
have unobtrusive speakers? dimensions of flat-panel displays. It tention because of their strong 

e Does your listening space lend itself | can be difficult, however, to pull full- visual presence within the room. 


to an in-wall speaker installation? bodied sound from such small speak- 
e If you go with an in-wall system, will | ers. Most, though not all, on-wallscan | Questions to Ask 
you want an in-wall subwoofer? be mounted either on walls or stands. | * Does your listening space lend itself 
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Definitively 
Mythos: 





“Mythos sounded like a $20,000 
home theater speaker package that 


only costs a fraction of the price!” 
— Jeff Cherun, HDTV ETC. 


“Incredible speakers ... absolutely gorgeous 
with sound that is even more impressive" 
— Consumer Guide 


Feast your eyes and ears on Mythos, a revolu- 
tionary concept in super-elegant high-performance 
loudspeakers. Home Entertainment’s Brent 
Butterworth raved, “Nothing can outshine 
Definitive’s Mythos Speakers.” Their sleek, 
aircraft-grade polished aluminum cabinets and 
state-of-the-art drivers deliver superb sound 
quality for music and home theater perfection. 
Clearly, Mythos Two and Three ($499 ea.) along 
with Mythos Six and Seven ($349 ea.) are the 
Plasma Solution™: ideal upscale on-wall and 
shelf-mountable speakers to perfectly complement 
your new plasma TV. 

And the gorgeous Mythos One Tower ($899 ea.), 
Mythos Four Tower ($699 ea.) and Mythos Five 
Tower ($499 ea.) are radical cutting-edge styling 
statements which sound absolutely magnificent, 
complement everything, and literally redefine the 
concept of floorstanding loudspeakers. In fact, 
the Mythos Four system has won Home Theater's 
“RAVE” award, which honors the overall top 
product that they have reviewed all year. 


Definitive Technology’ 


The Leader in High-Performance Loudspeakers® 


11433 CRONRIDGE DR. © OWINGS MILLS, MD 21117 * 410.363.7148 
www.definitivetech.com 
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to using freestanding speakers? 

* Do the sonic benefits of freestand- 
ing speakers outweigh the conces- 
sions you may have to make to fit 
them in your room? 

* Do you have a plan for routing 
speaker cables in a safe, visually 
unobtrusive way? 


What Makes Speakers Good? 

No matter what type of speaker 
system you choose, we encour- 

age you to listen for certain specific 
characteristics that are common to 
all good loudspeakers. Among these 
characteristics are the following. 


Neutral Tonal Balance 

Good loudspeakers should never 
impose distinctive sonic colorations 
of their own. On the contrary, good 
speakers should faithfully reflect 
whatever sounds musicians or film 
sound designers recorded for us to 
hear. Look for speakers that offer 
neutral tonal balance—neither 
exaggerating nor suppressing any 
particular band of frequencies. Test 
speakers by playing excerpts from a 
variety of albums and films, giv- 
ing the speakers a good workout 
across the audio range. Listen for 
smooth, evenly balanced response. 


Full-Range Sound 

Speakers should cover all—or nearly 
all—of the audio spectrum, without 
losing information at the frequency 
extremes. To test low bass response, 
play recordings that feature pipe 
organs, concert bass drums, low 
winds, brass or strings. Listen for 
taut, clear, powerful response, and 
make sure that the pitches of bass 
instruments are clearly defined. To 
test high frequency response, play 
records that feature violins, piccolos, 
and high percussion instruments. 
Listen for clear, smooth high notes, 
and pay particular attention to high 
harmonics or overtones. You should 


be able to hear the “air” surrounding 
individual instruments and vocalists. 


Clarity, Transparency, and Detail 
One quality that separates great 
loudspeakers from good ones is 

the ability to resolve small transient 
details (for example, the chime-like 
“ping” of a drumstick hitting the 

bell of a ride cymbal) and musical 
textures (for instance, the differences 
between the sounds of guitars strung 
with nylon strings vs. metal strings). 
Use a handful of your best-sounding 
albums and films to test speakers. 
Listen for small, delicate, details to 
emerge, but beware of speakers 
that impose an unnaturally etched, 
hard-edged sound (those can 

prove fatiguing in the long run). 


Imaging and Soundstaging 

Goods speakers should produce 
believable, almost holographic, 

3D soundscapes, and they should 
put you in the center of the action 
on good film soundtracks. Listen 

for speakers that place musicians 

or actors in specific locations from 
left-to-right, and—in surround 
systems—to your sides and even 
behind you. Next, listen for speakers 
that convey a sense of depth and 
three-dimensionality. You should be 
able to tell how far away performers 
are, and what the size and acous- 
tics of the recording space are like. 
Finally, look for sound that breaks 
free from the front surfaces of the 
speaker enclosures to fill the room. 


Dynamics 

We all want speaker systems that 
can play at satisfying volume levels, 
but the trick is that we each define 
satisfying levels a bit differently. But 
apart from delivering adequate out- 
put, speakers should also reveal the 
subtle, moment-to-moment dynamic 
contrasts that arise in music and film. 
The key is to find speakers that can 


handle big moments gracefully, yet 
have enough finesse to catch the 
finer points of musical performances, 
sound effects, or dialog. To test 
dynamic capabilities, play a few re- 
cordings with loud passages to verify 
that speakers can handle them with 
power and grace. Then, put on some 
highly expressive music or a film with 
quiet but intense dialog to see how the 
speakers handle dynamic subtleties. 


About Subwoofers 

The job of a subwoofer is to produce 
clear, powerful, deeply extended 
bass, but that's only part of the bigger 
picture. The other job of a subwoofer 
is to add bass while blending seam- 
lessly with the rest of the speaker 
system. You can test a subs clarity, 
power, and depth by following the 
suggestions outlined under "Full- 
Range Sound,” above. But, to see 
how the sub and main system sound 
when playing together, play some 
recordings that emphasize mid- and 
upper-bass sounds. Try recordings 
that feature kick drums, tom-toms, 
cellos, the lower range of pianos, or 
the upper range of basses. Listen for 
the system to speak with one coher- 
ent voice—not two disjointed bass 
sounds layered on top of one another. 


Listen, Listen, Listen 

There is no substitute for going to hear 
speaker systems before making a 
purchase. Buying a new speaker 
system sound unheard is at best a risky 
proposition, and at the worst a 
potentially costly mistake. 


Where to Buy 

We encourage you to work with a 
qualified specialty retailer or custom 
installer. They can provide speaker 
demonstrations. which we feel are es- 
sential. Their expertise acn also help 
you avoid pitfalls , and guide you 
toward speakers that will bring you 
satisfaction for years to come. TPV 
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You. Unplugged. The HP high-def MediaSmart 37” LCD 
television lets you screen photos, movies or play your own 
music—through a wireless connection to your personal 
computer. All with stunning sound and picture. 


€» 


© Copyright 2006 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P The information contained herein is subject to change without notice. Prices may 


vary. Simulated images. High-definition content (e.g. WMV HD files) is required to view high-definition images. Most current DVDs do not provide 
high-definition images. Wireless access point and Internet service sold separately. Model featured is slc3760n LCD TV. 





46 


Theater 














A HOW TO by Barry Willis 






y How To 
y "LLLI 


Once you've selected all the basic parts you want in your system, some 
forethought is in order before you put it all together. 






4 LN . 




















here you are, knee- you want a stealth system with | ponents and adequate cables 
deep in cabling, com- all the cabling hidden, or will you to reach every speaker. Making 
ponents, and incom- be happy with it all exposed? Do a list will minimize confusion. 
prehensible instruction | you want freestanding loudspeak- | 
manuals, wondering what you've ers, in-walls, or a combination? Simple Elegance 
gotten yourself into. The scene is How many channels of audio? By far the simplest and most el- 
familiar to everyone who has put egant home entertainment system 
together a home entertainment is a 42-inch or 50-inch plasma dis- 





play on a dedicated A/V table, 
with three components—A/V 
receiver, DVD player and 
HD DVR below it, and a 
freestanding speaker 
on either side. 

This a popular 
choice for small- to 
mid-sized sized 
rooms and great 
for rentals where 
permanent installa- 


system: its stand-up comedy 
Christmas, the hapless par- 
ents stymied by assem- 
bly-required tech toys. 
For most folks, tech 
toys don't get more 
baffling than home 
theater. Break- 
ing the project 
down into sev- 
eral simpler tasks 
can make an 


overwhelming tion isn't an option. 
project easier, A/V tables put the 
maybe even fun. display at the right 
height for viewing; 
Start with the Room their open backs 


make connecting 
the components an 

easy job. Cabling 

can be neatly routed 
to look clean from the 


Most people install 
home-theater systems 
in multi-use rooms that 

sometimes accommodate 
guests or active children. 
Consider this when planning front. Hookup mantra: 

your space. Where will you sit and | output to input, digital out to 
which way will you face? Will you digital in, right to right, left to left, 


be viewing a flat-panel display or Asking these questions first red to red, black to black. Check 

using a projector? Or both? Where can prevent grief later on. Once each connection as you make it, > 
do you want your components: you have a system in mind, double-check everything before = 
out in the open for easy access or make sure you have quality you turn the system on, and you = 
hidden in a cabinet or closet? Do interconnects for all your com- have a 99% chance that every- S 
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continued 


in do-it-yourself circumstances, 
the threat of divorce and the 


thing will work right the first time. write on it with a Sharpie marker. 


Most do-it-yourselfers want 
something more than a freestand- 
ing system, but something less 
than fully built-in. A stealth flat- 
panel installation with free-stand- 
ing speakers is one intermediate 
step. (See TPV Issue 64 on how 
to mount flat-panels.) Another 
intermediate step to consider is 
a ceiling-mounted projector. A 
common semi-built-in approach 
is freestanding front channel 






speakers, freestanding subwoofer, 
and in-wall surrounds. Getting 
the wiring to the surrounds can 
be tricky. (See TPV Issue 62 for 
steps to demystify wiring.) Such 
efforts are best undertaken by 
homeowners with construction 
skills and electrical knowledge. 
Make a sketch of your sys- 
tem and a punch list of smaller 
tasks, then check each one 
off as it's completed. 


AVR: the Heart of the System 

All cabling connects to your 

AVR (audio/video receiver), your 
system's switchboard and power 
plant. The eventual dominance of 
HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) cabling will simplify 
home-entertainment systems the 
way USB has for computers, but 
for now you'll probably have a 
mixture of analog and digital. 
Label each end of each cable 

as you go to prevent mistakes. 
speaker cable for custom instal- 
lation has an external jacket in 
white or a neutral color. You can 


The easiest way to hook up a system is to put 
all the components in a verticle rack with cast- 
ers so that the rack can be turned or moved 
even when fully loaded. 


The Right Stack in the Right Rack 
The easiest way to hook up a 
system is to put all the components 
in a vertical rack with casters so 
that the rack can be turned or 
moved even when fully loaded. 
Moveable racks can be loaded 
and connected in the comfort of 
open space and then rolled into 

a closet. Place the most-accessed 
components where they are easi- 





est to reach. It's always convenient 
when disc players are at waist-to- 
chest height. Components oper- 
ated solely by remote, including 
AVRs (once installed) can sit 
anywhere. For stability, heavier 
pieces should go on the bottom. 

To do a proper hookup, you 
really need to see the back of all 
your components, but many ho- 
meowners create huge obstacles 
for themselves by insisting on 
sealed cabinets. This necessitates 
overly long cables and shoving 
the components into the cabinet in 
the hope that nothing gets dis- 
lodged in the process. Cramped 
quarters and bunched-up cables 
interfere with ventilation. 

The most nightmarish instal- 
lation by far is installing A/V 
components in antique armoires. 
There's little space inside, and 
owners of such furniture are loath 
to drill into them or open the 
backs for easy access. Hookups 
in such pieces involve flashlights, 
handheld mirrors, the overuse of 
inadequate English profanity, and 
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need for counseling. Just say no. 
Final advice: Recruit a patient 
helper. Test the system in the open 
before closing it up in a closet, 
cabinet, or (God forbid) antique 
armoire. Standard practice among 
custom installers, this precaution 
keeps return visits to a minimum. 
Provide adequate ventilation 
for your components. (Highly 
recommended: Parasounds 
Z-Breeze fan.) A programmable 
universal remote such as the 
MX-850, with IR flasher unit, will 
let you operate everything un- 
seen. Enjoy the movies! TPV 


Calibration Time 


Disc player within reach? Every- 
thing respond to the remote? It's 
time to calibrate. 

Better AVRs offer auto calibra- 
tion. Plug in the supplied micro- 
phone, place it at the primary 
listening spot and follow the on- 
screen instructions. Loudspeakers 
with limited bass should be set to 
SMALL in the set-up menu; those 
that reach below 40Hz can be 
Lance. In a few passes with test 
tones, the AVR finds distance to 
each speaker, sets playback levels, 
and may apply frequency-response 


correction. Exiting setup stores the 


settings. 


Most auto-calibration works well, 


except for subwoofers. Put the sub 
in phase with the front channels, 
with level/crossover points set so 
it blends seamlessly. 

AVHs without auto-cal have 
manual setups. Measure the 
distance from each speaker, enter 
it in the program, then set levels 
with a sound-pressure meter. 
You're ready to rock'n'roll. 


luem | 
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A HOW TO by Scott Wilkinson 


E 


Using a test DVD such as Digital Video Essentials, you can make your video 
display look a whole lot better than it probably did straight out of the box. 


uying a new TV can 

be an exhilarat- 

ing experience—at 

least until you get it 
home, unpack it, and turn it on. The 
image is typically flame-thrower 
bright because the factory settings 
of the five user controls— CONTRAST, 
BRIGHTNESS, COLOR, TINT 
(sometimes called Hue), 
and SHARPNESS—are typi- 
cally designed to produce 
the maximum impact on a 
retailers showroom floor. 

Unfortunately, this goal 
is antithetical to achieving 
the most accurate color 
reproduction; it can even 
lead to permanent dam- 
age, especially in phos- 
phor-based plasma and 
CRT displays. The factory 
settings generally produce 
an image that is way too 
bright and way too blue 
because these attributes 
attract more attention. 

In addition to the five 
user-accessible picture controls, 
modern displays typically include a 
color-temperature control, which pro- 
vides several presets and perhaps a 
customizable setting. The presets are 
often labeled HicH, MEDIUM, and Low 
(or CooL, MEpiuM, and Warm). In most 
cases, the factory default is the high- 
est setting, which is almost always too 
blue for accurate color reproduction. 
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Another important control in this 
regard is often called the PICTURE 
Mor, which also offers several 
presets with certain settings of the 
picture and color-temp controls. 


Many displays label the PicrurE MODE 


presets with names such as Vivip, 


DYNAMIC, GAME, Movi, and STANDARD; 





the MOVE or STANDARD mode is usu- 
ally the most accurate. Select one 
of these modes before you begin. 

If your display includes a 
color-temperature control, 
the MEDIUM or Low/W ARM 
setting is typically the most accu- 
rate. Look at some black-and-white 
content; if it has a reddish cast at 
the Low/W ARM setting, use MEDIUM. If 





the settings are labeled with actual 
color temperatures, select 6500K. 


Before You Begin 
To adjust the user controls, you need 
a test DVD such as Digital Video 
Essentials from Joe Kane Produc- 
tions. You can get DVE for a $24.99 
list price from the 
distributor at www. 
dvdinternational.com. 
Of course, there are 
other test DVDs on 
the market, but I used 
DVE for this article. 
The procedures de- 
scribed here improve 
the color fidelity of 
most displays im- 
mensely and, in the 
case of plasmas and 
CRIs, prevent pos- 
sible damage to the 
phosphors. However, 


much lower light out- 
put than most factory 
settings, which makes 
it less satisfying to watch the image 
with lots of ambient light in the room. 
Connect your DVD player to the 
display using the best possible link: 
HDMI/DVI, component, S-video, or 
composite (in that order of priority). 
If you must use S-video or com- 
posite, you're not going to see a 
good-quality image; use HDMI/DVI 
or component if at all possible. 


they generally result in 
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If the display is capable of 480p 
or better resolution and you have 
a progressive-scan DVD player, 
its important to determine which 
one does a better job of deinterlac- 
ing. To do this, send a progressive 
image from the players component 
output to the display, then send 
the same image from the players 
interlaced component output and 
let the display do the deinterlac- 
ing. You might need to use different 
component inputs on the display or 
manually set the input to expect a 
progressive or interlaced signal. 

To determine whether the display 
or the DVD player does the better job 


SNELL & WILCOX 


Fig. 1: The Snell & Wilcox Zone Plate. 


of deinterlacing film-based material, 
call up the Snell & Wilcox Zone Plate 
(title 15, chapter 4 for 4:3 displays; 
title 16, chapter 2 for 16:9 displays; 
see Fig. 1). Make sure the device 
doing the deinterlacing is in its FLM 
or Auro mode (if available), and put 
the player in CHAPTER REPEAT mode. 
Which configuration produces 
less horizontal and vertical interfer- 
ence in the concentric circles of the 
"bouncing ball" (aka the zone plate)? 
It might take a moment or two for 
the interference to go away after 
the zone plate “bounces” off each 
edge of its rectangular boundary. 
The time it takes for the interference 
to minimize tells you how well each 
device finds and converts film frames 
to progressive video. (If the interfer- 
ence never goes away, the device 
either has difficulty detecting 3:2 


Theater 


material or it has no Fim mode at all.) 

Next, for both configurations, com- 
pare the intensity of the color stripes 
at the bottom of the screen, which are 
labeled 1.0, 0.5, and 1.5. This is the 
first step in determining which con- 
figuration does the better job of pass- 
ing color information. Also, check 
the black-and-white detail along the 
top and left side of the pattern. Once 
you've determined which configura- 
tion does the better job of detecting 
motion and preserving detail, use 
that configuration to adjust the user 
controls (and to watch DVDs). 

Before calibration, let the display 
warm up for at least 30 minutes. After 


Fig. 2: PLUGE with Gray Scale. 


turning the set on, call up a high- 
level, flat-field (monotone) pattern 
such as 80 IRE (title 14, chapter 5) to 
hasten the warm-up process. In ad- 
dition, turn the SHARPNESS control all 
the way down for now; you'll adjust 
it later. If you're tweaking a plasma 
panel or CRT, turn the CONTRAST 
control down below its halfway point 
to avoid damaging the phosphors. 


Brightness and Contrast 
The BRIGHTNESS control shifts the entire 
dynamic range of the signal up and 
down. Dynamic range is the differ- 
ence between the lowest and highest 
light levels, and the BRIGHTNESS control 
shifts both extremes of the signal 
together. Ideally, the lowest light level 
should be what is called video black. 
Some displays include a DYNAMIC 
CONTRAST setting, which typically shifts 
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the Brightness value up and down 
depending on the overall light level 
in the image at any given moment. In 
this case, the black level is high when 
the average picture level is low and 
vice versa, which compensates for the 
high ambient light levels common in 
home environments. Raising the black 
level in dark scenes allows the picture 
to compete with lots of ambient light, 
but it destroys the images true con- 
trast. Disable any such setting before 
mating the following adjustments. 
Using the PLUGE with Gray Scale 
(title 12, chapter 2; see Fig. 2), adjust 
the BRIGHTNESS control until the darkest, 
outermost vertical bars on the left and 





Fig. 3: Reverse Gray Ramps with Steps. 


right just disappear into the black 
background and the slightly lighter, 
innermost bars are just visible; the 
lightest bars between them should be 
clearly visible. Typically, you have to 
turn BRIGHTNESS down from the factory 
setting to achieve this. The BRIGHTNESS 
control can (and perhaps should) be 
called the black-level control because 
it is used to set the black level. 

If you can't see the darkest, outer- 
most bars no matter how high you 
turn up the BRIGHTNESS, the player 
or display cannot reproduce what 
is called “below black.” (The black 
background of this test pattern is 
at video black, and the darkest 
bars are below black.) If the player 
or display has a BLACK ENHANCE or 
similarly named control, try differ- 
ent settings to see if you can get 
the below-black bars to become 
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visible at a high BRIGHTNESS setting. 
If the below-black bars cannot 
be made visible, set the BRIGHTNESS 
control until the innermost bars are 
just barely visible. If you are adjust- 
ing a DLP display, get very close to 
the screen and turn the BRIGHTNESS 
control down until you see no noise 
in the black background, then turn 
it up to the lowest setting at which 
noise is visible. Some technicians, 
such as TPVs video specialist David 
Abrams, prefer to set the BRIGHTNESS 
just below the point at which noise 
is visible in the black background. 
The CoNrnasr control normally 
adjusts only the high end of the 
dynamic range, leaving the low end 
more or less where you set it with 





Fig. 4: PLUGE with 100% White. 


the BRIGHTNESS control. (This is not 
entirely true; more in a moment.) As 
a result, it can (and perhaps should) 
be called the white-level control. 

Most factory settings have the 
CONTRAST control turned up much 
higher tham it should be, which 
can distort color accuracy, reduce 
light output over time, and shorten 
the life of the display. In addition, 
the light-output characteristics of 
red, green, and blue phosphors in 
a plasma panel are more closely 
matched at lower white levels. 

To set the Contrast control, call 
up the Reverse Gray Ramps with 
Steps (title 12, chapter 14; Fig. 3) 
and adjust the Contrast control 
so that you can just make out the 
steps beyond the 10076 markers. 
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Now, check the BriGHtNEss setting 
again with the PLUGE with Gray 
Scale (Fig. 2). The BRIGHTNESS and 
CONTRAST settings are interactive; 
you might have to go back and 
forth between them until they're 
as close to correct as possible. 

To check a set's ability to hold 
black at a constant level as the 
overall brightness of the image 
changes, display PLUGE with 100% 
White (title 12, chapter 3; see Fig. 4), 
which has a high average picture 
level. Hopefully, the black level 
is correct in this test pattern (that 
is, the innermost bars are barely 
visible). If not, reset the Brightness 
control as described above us- 
ing PLUGE with 100% White. 


Fig. 5: SMPTE Color Bars. 


Color and Tint 

The CoLon control adjusts the amount 

of color (aka saturation) from all 

three primary colors—red, green, 

and blue—in the picture, while 

the Tint control adjusts the relative 

balance of the three primaries with 

respect to each other. Be sure to turn 

off any automatic color functions 

before setting COLOR and Tint. If your 

display provides color-decoding 

options, select the ACCURATE mode. 
The primary test pattern used to 

adjust the CoLon and Tint controls 

is called SMPTE Color Bars (title 

12, chapter 7; see Fig. 5). Adjust the 

COLOR control while looking through 

the blue filter that comes with DVE. 

The goal is to match the color of the 

blue patches and vertical bars, which 


are labeled “Color” in the pattern. 
To adjust the Tint control, display 
the SMPTE Color Bars (Fig. 5) and 
look at the bars and patches la- 
beled “Tint” through the blue filter. 
Adjust the Tint control until these 
bars and patches are matched. 
Next, go back and check the Coton 
setting. Like BRIGHTNESS and CONTRAST, 
Co ior and Tint are interactive; you 
might have to go back and forth 
between them until they're correct. 


Sharpness 

The SHARPNESS control determines 

the amount of detail enhancement 
or high-frequency peaking that is 
added to the signal. This is informa- 
tion not present in the original signal, 





Fig. 6: Overscan pattern. 


so itis not generally recommended; 
in most consumer sets, the correct 
setting is the lowest possible value. 
Using the Overscan test pattern 
(title 12, chapter 17; see Fig. 6), look 
at the transition between the gray 
background and black lines. Turn 
up the SHARPNESS control until you 
see extra white lines at some or all of 
these transitions. Reduce the sharp- 
ness until these extra lines disappear. 
The adjustments made by fol- 
lowing the procedures outlined 
here should greatly improve the 
image quality of your video dis- 
play. Just make sure to dim the 
lights and pass the popcorn. TPV 


Special thanks to Joe Kane for his 
invaluable help with this article. 
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DIRECT-VIEW CRTS 


$1200 © www.sony.com 

Sony's XBR direct-view CRTs feature Super Fine 
Pitch picture tubes with an increased number of 
aperture grille slots for dramatically increased 
resolution compared to previous designs. The 
KV-34XBR970 has the same jaw-dropping 
resolution of its predecessor and the rock-solid, 
natural blacks and shadow detail that separate 
CRTs from even the very best fixed-pixel 
technologies. If this is the last great direct-view 
CRT, what a way for the dinosaur to go out! 


Replaces KV-34XBR960, TPV Issue 
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DIRECT-VIEW FLAT PANELS 





Syntax-Brillian Olevia 532H 
$999 o RNV cievi.eom 
Syntax-Brillian is a relative newcomer to the 
LCD flat-panel market. Using the Olevia brand 
name, they've already established a reputation 
for good performance at a budget price. The 
32-inch Olevia 532H offers a lot of bang for 
the buck, including exceptional color accuracy 
and detail. The user interface leaves a lot to 
be desired, but if you can get around that, the 
Olevia makes an excellent secondary TV. 

TPV Issue 71 
ell W3706MC (LCD) 
$1 999 ə www.dell.com 
Dell’s reputation for quality products at a 
fair price continues with the W3706MC LCD 


flat panel, the largest in their lineup. As TPV 
senior contributing writer Lawrence Ullman 
noted, “The W3706MC delivered an enjoy- 
able and very watchable picture, with plenty 
of detail, an unusually low noise level, and 
excellent color. In particular, this set did an 
exceptionally good job of reproducing plain 
old analog video signals. The W3706MC 

is a solid performer and a good value.” 
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$1999.99 e www.vizioce.com 
Every once in a while, a product comes along 
that offers a level of performance, features, 





and styling at a price so low, it practically 
takes your breath away. The Vizio PBOHDTV 
50-inch plasma fits this profile to a T. It 
supersedes the PSOHDM, the only difference 
being the addition of an internal ATSC/QAM/ 
NTSC tuner; amazingly, the price stayed the 
same! That's what we call a real bargain. 
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$2999.99 e www.sharpusa.com 
A resolution of 1920x1080 serves the new 


HD DVD and Blu-ray formats very well, as 
evidenced by the LC-37D90U. As TPV Video 
Editor Scott Wilkinson noted, “The Sharp's 
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picture is simply more engaging than most LCD 
flat panels I’ve seen, with superb detail, great 
color, and surprisingly good shadow detail. 
The LC-37D90U makes a compelling argument 
for watching 1080i/p content on a 1080p 
display, avoiding any scaling whatsoever. 
Check it out and see if you don’t agree.” 

TPV Issue 71 


Samsung LN-S4092D (LCD) 
$3299 © www.samsung.com 

This 40-inch LCD flat panel impressed TPV 
Video Editor Scott Wilkinson with its better-than- 
average black level, shadow detail, and off-axis 
viewing angle. As he concluded, “Aside from 
the oversaturated reds and greens, and the 
problems with the user controls, the LN-S4092D 
is a worthy member of the LCD pantheon. If it's 
intended for a room without good light control, 
it might be just what you're looking for." 

TPV Issue 71 


Pioneer PDP-4270HD (plasma) 
$3499 © www.pioneerelectronics.com 
One of Pioneer’s strengths is the ability of some 
of their displays to perform “inverse telecine” on 
incoming 480i and 1080i signals, removing 
the extra fields incurred by 3:2 pulldown and 
displaying only the frames that were in the 
original film content. The PDP-4270HD brings 
this wonderful feature to lower price points 

than ever before, and also exhibits excellent 
detail (including shadow detail), accurate color 
decoding, and very good video processing. 

TPV Issue 71 


Pioneer Elite PRO-1140HD 
(plasma) 

$5500 * www.pioneerelectronics.com 
Reviewer Randy Tomlinson thought the PRO- 
1130HD had "unmatched color accuracy, 
good blacks, and great resistance to the ugliest 
plasma artifacts. For pure textbook video 
accuracy, this Pioneer Elite is the best plasma 
l've tested. All things considered (except 
price), | haven't been more impressed with any 
plasma TV." Much the same can be said for 
the PRO-1140HD, which lists for $1000 less. 
Replaces PRO-1130HD, TPV Issue 67 


SIM2 HTL40 LINK (LCD) 

$9995 © www.sim2usa.com 

This is one of the most expensive 40-inch 
LCDs on the market, but it’s got the chops fo 
support that high price. This 1366x768 panel 
looked uniformly excellent, especially on HD 
material. It exhibited superb grayscale tracking, 
color accuracy, and video processing thanks 
to the external DigiOptic Image Processor 
(DOIP), which also provides more inputs 
than you can shake a stick at. For $6995, 
you can get the HTL40 without the DOIP. 

TPV Issue 67 


Sharp LC-65D90U (LCD) 
$15,999.99 © www.sharpusa.com 
This is the world’s largest commercially 
available LCD flat panel—bigger and heavier 
than most plasmas, and it’s got a price tag 
to match. At over 140 pounds (not including 
the detachable speaker module and stand), 
you'd better have some pretty studly studs if 
you want to wall mount this behemoth. The 
LC-65D90U produces an excellent picture with 
surprisingly good black level and shadow 
detail as well as excellent color and detail. 
TPV Issue 72 


REAR PROJECTION TVs 


Panasonic PT-52LCX66 (LCD) 
$1899.95 e www.panasonic.com 

As Randy Tomlinson noted in his review of the 
52-inch, 720p PT-52LCX65, “Bright scenes 
looked surprisingly natural, with red reds and 
minimal screaming lime greens. Viewing with 
the built-in digital tuner showed the Panasonic 
at its best. The picture, with either standard- 
definition signals or HD, was sharp, clean, 
and free of artifacts.” His main complaint was 
its high black level and the tendency to lose 
color saturation as the image got darker. 
Replaces PT-52LCX65, TPV Issue 64 


Sony KDF-55E2000 (LCD) 
$2300 © www.sonystyle.com 

The KDF-55XS955 we saw in TPV 59 was 
loaded with features that matter (twin HDMI 


Editors Choice 


inputs, over-the-air and CableCARD HD tun- 
ers), had an attractive form factor, offered 
outstanding performance with all sources, 
and put out a bright punchy picture at a very 
reasonable price. The new model adds an 
advanced iris in a new compact cabinet. 
Replaces KDF-55XS955, TPV Issue 59 


Samsung HL-S5687W 
(single-chip DLP) 

$3199 © www.samsung.com 

The A/V forums are abuzz about this 1080p 
RPTV, which is garnering rave reviews. TPV 
Video Editor Scott Wilkinson agreed for the 
most part. The HL-S5687W exhibited superb 
color accuracy and grayscale, reason- 

ably good black level, and excellent video 
processing. The only real drawback was 
significant overscanning (more than 30 pixels 
on each side), which cannot be defeated. 
TPV Issue 72 


HP md6580n (single-chip DLP) 
$4199.99 © www.hp.com 

Randy Tomlinson reviewed the md5880n, the 
smaller sibling of the 65-inch model, but only 
ihe larger one remains available. Its 1080p 
resolution depends on an HP technology they 
call wobulation to fully render 1920x1080 pix- 
els. Stunning contrast, good color, and freedom 
from most artifacts are complimented by excel- 
lent dark-scene performance, and the whole 
package is well thought out and user-friendly. 
md^5880n, TPV Issue 68 


JVC HD-56FH97 (D-ILA) 
$4999.99 e www.jvc.com 

Reviewer Randy Tomlinson wasn't enthu- 
siastic about the 720p predecessor to the 
HD-56FH96, but he was about the 1080p 
model: "Finally, JVC has found black levels to 
complement the excellent light output and great 
color rendition of the earlier model. In addition, 
video noise and artifacts have been drastically 
reduced, and the overall picture has detail 

with a certain smoothness that's undeniably 
beautiful and totally involving.” The HD- 
56FH97 adds a dynamic iris and 1080p input. 
Replaces HD-56FH96, TPV Issue 67 


www .theperfectvision.com Winter 2007 

















NN RENS NER eee een ME DC C M DE a SS SS S 


53 






EUUG 











" THE EDITORS' CHOICE AWARDS continued 


sPerfectVision 
Editors Choice 








$4999.99 © www.toshiba.com 

The largest of Toshiba's 1080p DLP RP- 
TVs, the 72-inch 72HM196 produces a big, 
beautiful picture with good black level and 
shadow detail. Color and detail are likewise 
excellent, making DVDs and especially HD 
DVDs look fantastic. A CableCARD slot is 





supplemented with TV Guide On Screen to 
compensate for the fact that current Cable- 
CARD technology is not compatible with the 
cable provider's electronic program guide. 
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$9995 © www.sim2usa.com 

In design, the Dali-esque, trapezoidal- 
shaped Grand Cinema RTX 45 DLP RPTV 
was truly a work of applied art. Though 

the thing was striking enough just to sit in 
some folks’ living rooms like a statue, it 
was also good for watching pictures on! Its 
video processing was first-rate, making for 
sharp detailed images, and it had excel- 
lent blacks and overall dynamics, foo. 
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$13,000 © www.sonystyle.com 

The 70-inch Qualia 006 exhibits dazzling 
light output and the heart-stopping resolu- 
tion that is exclusively the realm of 1080p. 
Even more impressive are its stunning 
black level and contrast. We qualified our 
otherwise wildly enthusiastic recommen- 
dation of this set because of some false 


contouring and DVD playback that was 
less pristine than we expected. But if any 
set deserves a closer look despite some 


minor imperfections, it's the Qualia 006. 
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$29,999 (100-inch model) 
www.optoma.com 

If bigger is better, the Optoma BigVizion is 
the best RPTV on the planet. Designed fo 

be installed in a wall, the 1080p BigVizion 
provides a flat-screen experience like no other. 
It's available in three screen sizes—80, 90, 
and 100 inches diagonally—and it performs 
exceedingly well. All you need is a licensed 
contractor and 30 inches of space behind 
the wall fo enjoy its larger-than-life image. 
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Front Projection Televisions 
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$1995 © www.mitsubishi.com 

The HC3000 impressed reviewer Kevin Miller 
with its color accuracy and good black level. 
As he concluded, “If you are looking to put to- 
gether a truly big-screen cinematic experience, 
and budget is a consideration, the HC3000 
may be just the ticket." And at its current price 
of $1995, it's an even more tempting ticket. 
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$2999 e www.optoma.com 

This pearl-bodied, 720p DarkChip3 DLP pro- 
jector has a short-throw lens that can produce 
a big image from less than 10 feet, and 4-way 
manual lens shifting for precise imaging even 
if it's off-axis from the center of the screen. 
High contrast (5000:1) and brightness (1000 
lumens) make the 7100 a great choice for 
use in less than fully darkened rooms. 
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TPV Issue 

$3199 © www.panasonic.com 
Reviewer Kevin Miller found that the PT- 
AE900U's lens softened the picture a 

bit, and the black level couldn't match 
that of a good DLP. Still, he concluded, 
"The PT-AE900U is capable of a reason- 
ably good home-theater experience." 


VUL MI 


$3999.99 e www.hitachi.com 
According to reviewer Kevin Miller, “The 
HDPJ52 is a solid performer in most regards, 
and definitely one of the better 1280x720 
LCD projectors | have reviewed recently. 
Blacks are not as good as | would like, but 
they are certainly better than many LCDs, 
and this is only a serious issue fo a real 
nitpicker like me in the darkest of material." 
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Samsung SP-H710AE 
(single-chip DLP) 

$4000 © www.samsung.com 
Designed with the help of video guru Joe 
Kane, this 720p DLP projector is essentially 
identical to its predecessor, the SP-H700AE. 
The primary difference? It's one third the 
price! As TPV Video Editor Scott Wilkinson 
noted, "Overall, the Samsung SP-H7 10AE 
delivers a wonderful picture, with spot-on 
colors, good black level, and excellent detail. 
It's definitely a best buy in my book." 

TPV Issue 70 


InFocus Screenplay 7205 
(single-chip DLP) 

$4999 © www.infocus.com 

The InFocus 7205 offers a stiff challenge not 
only fo the projectors in its own price range 
but fo those a few notches above if. Its primary 
strength is a dazzling combination of high 
light output and rock-solid blacks. Some 
DLPs costing much more look a touch more 
refined here and there, but you'll be having 
too much fun watching the 7205 to care! 
TPV Issue 63 


Yamaha DPX-1300 
(single-chip DLP) 

$8,000 © www.yamaha.com 

This 720p DLP projector produced one of 
the best video images TPV Video Editor Scott 
Wilkinson had ever seen. As he noted, "| was 
repeatedly struck by the depth and three-di- 
mensionality of the image from HD sources, 
not to mention the color fidelity, black level, 
and processing." The only thing holding 

this baby back is its high price tag, though 
that was recently reduced from $12,495 

to a more reasonable $8,000. Still, many 
good 720p DLP projectors can be had for 

a lot less, and some 1080p DLP projectors 
will soon be available at similar prices. 

TPV Issue 68 


SIM2 Grand Cinema HT305 E 
(single-chip DLP) 

$8995 © www.sim2usa.com 

SIM2’s HT300 E was the first projector we saw 
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that incorporated Tl's HD2+ 720p DLP chip with 
DarkChip3 enhancements. The result was a 
projector with unparalleled seamlessness, high 
resolution, and an uncanny, organic quality 
about its picture. Like its SIM2 predecessors, the 
HT300 E sacrificed light output for superb blacks 
and contrast and delivered strikingly natural 
colors. The HT305 E upgrades the lamp from 
120 to 150 watts, but it’s otherwise identical. 
Replaces HT300 E, TPV Issue 60 


Sony VPL-VW100 (SXRD) 
$10,000 © www.sonystyle.com 

What can you say about a killer 1080p projector 
that costs a third of its progenitor, the Qualia 
004? Buy it! As TAS Executive Editor (and avowed 
CRT-o-phile) Jonathan Valin concluded, “The 
VPL-VW100 is the best digital projector I’ve ever 
seen. lts resolution is simply amazing, its colors 
are exceptionally pure and delicately varied, its 
shadow defail is superb, its blacks are unparal- 
leled in a liquid-crystal-based display, and its 
dynamic range from black to white is quite good.” 
TPV Issue 66 


SIM2 C3X (3-chip DLP) 
$19,990 © www.sim2usa.com 

The C3X uses three DMD (Digital Micromirror 
Device) chips without a color wheel fo avoid 
the dreaded “rainbow effect’ that plagues 

some viewers of single-chip DLP displays. TPV 
Video Editor Scott Wilkinson found the picture 
to be excellent in many ways, with accurate 
grayscale and great shadow detail. However, 
chromatic aberration in the lens was a problem, 
as were the inaccurate color primaries. 

TPV Issue 70 


Projector Screens 


Da-Lite Insta-Theater 
$478-$730, depending on size 
www.da-lite.com 

Da-Lite's Insta-Theater screen is a 4:3 aspect 
ratio, 2.2-gain screen that pops up from a 
diminutive, nondescript black case that rests 
on the floor. Pull the screen up and, voilà, 
you're ready to go—no cumbersome and 


expensive custom install. The perfect com- 
panion piece for today's compact fixed-pixel 
projectors, it can be stored in a closet along 
with the projector until you need them; then set 
up, point, shoot, and you're at the movies! 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 1 


Stewart Filmscreen Grayhawk 
RS, Firehawk, and Studiotek 130 
Starting at $1000, depending on size, 
configuration e www.stewartfilm.com 
The Grayhawk RS is ideal for LCDs, LCoS, 
and other projectors with tons of light output 
(and concomitantly high black levels), while 
the Firehawk is a typical choice for DLP 
projectors. The Studiotek 130 has long been 
a reference with CRT projectors, but it also 
performs well with many of today's high- 
contrast fixed-pixel projectors. Stewart can 
build any screen to hang on the wall, stand 
on the floor, or drop down from the ceiling. 


Screen Research ClearPix2 
Starting at $1300, depending on size, 
configuration e www.screenresearch.com 
This French company has taken a unique 
approach to the problem of placing speak- 

ers behind a projection screen. Instead of 
punching a bunch of tiny holes in the screen, 
they use a specially woven fabric that lets 
sound through between the fibers. The result 

is much less rolloff in the high frequencies. 
ClearPix2 is a white material of nearly unity 
gain that has been certified by THX and the ISF. 


Video Scalers 


Key Digital HD Leeza 

$3250 e www.keydigital.com 

The HD Leeza is a remarkable package at 
$3250. Not only is its performance out- 
standing, but its versatility and flexibility in 
managing and processing today's complex 
video systems, which often consist of a 
variety of digital and analog sources, are 
astonishing. The HD Leeza is one of those 
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rare products that is what it claims fo be—the 
digital backbone for your video system. 
TPV Issue 54 


DVD, HD DVD, and 

Blu-ray Disc Players 
JVC XV-N420B 
$90 © www.jvc.com 
This entry-level player produces unexpect- 
edly stable images and accurate colors 
via its component video outputs, and its 
motion-processing circuitry works better than 
that in some much more expensive play- 
ers. In our tests it outperformed its twice- 
as-expensive sibling, the JVC XV-NP 105. 
Proprietary “AV Compulink" connections 
simplify hookups with other JVC equipment. 
TPV issue 67 





Oppo Digital DV-970HD 

$149 © www.oppodigital.com 

The poor man's—or perhaps, the think- 

ing man's—universal disc player, 

Oppo's DV-970HD offers multichannel audio 
performance said to rival some of the big- 
bucks competition. Its built-in 720p/1080i 
video scaling produces images reminiscent 
of those seen from HD DVD players (at least 
in terms of three-dimensionality), according 
to some reports. Other plusses include HDMI 
and USB connectivity, and DivX compatibility. 
TPV issue 72 


Panasonic DVD-S97 

$400 © www.panasonic.com 

A minimalist design that should not be 
mistaken for similar looking but much inferior 
disc players, the DVD-S97 offers a well-bal- 
anced combination of video detail, color 
accuracy, image stability and complex motion 











processing with dynamic, highly defined 
sonics. Style- or space-conscious movie 
fans should pay close attention to the S97. 
TPV issue 67, 


Integra DPC-8.5 

$700 © www.integrahometheater.com 
A feature-laden six-disc universal disc 
changer, the DPC-8.5 offers excellent video 
with negligible artifacts and well-defined, 
powerful audio. Truly random operation 
allows all types of disc—CD, DVD, SACD, 
DVD-A, and MP3—within one mix. The 
changer mechanism is a tad noisy, but 

the machine's output is wonderful. 

TPV issue 67 


Denon DVD-2930 
$739 © www.denon.com 
Denon’s DVD-2910 performs so superbly in all 


respects that if makes the leap to more expen- 
Sive players a fough sell. Video quality from 
the DVI/HDMI and component-video outputs is 
superb in all respects, as is audio quality with 
all formats. Hindered only by slow disc/menu 
access speeds, the DVD-2910 offers an 
insanely good price/performance ratio. Still 
available as we went fo press, the 2910 has 
been updated to the DVD-2930, not reviewed. 
Replaces DVD-2910, TPV issue 60 


Toshiba HD-XA1 (HD DVD) 
$799 © www.toshiba.com 

The first high-definition disc player to hit the 
market, Toshiba's HD-XA1 wowed TPV Video 
Editor Scott Wilkinson with its pristine picture 
and sound quality. It wasn't without its quirks, 
including slow-as-poison player response, 
but all that could be forgiven after watching 
a few HD DVDs. As he concluded, "If you 
have a high-def display and you're itching to 
jump into the HD DVD fray, you'll be thrilled 


with the quality of the images you see and 
the sounds you hear from the HD-XA1.* 
TPV Issue 69 


Arcam DV78 

$999 e www.audiophilesystems.com 
With the DV78, Arcam achieved its goal of 
creating a benchmark for DVD/CD play- 

ers at under $1000. The DV78 scored on 
both counts and was properly praised when 
first reviewed in TPV 53, and is still recom- 
mended for its unparalleled performance with 
analog component-video and CD playback. 
TPV issues 53 and 60. 


Sony DVP- zum 
NS9100ES IP S 
$1300 © www. C VUA 
sony.com DOZ 
QOQ 
An SACD/CD/DVD player O50 
Qoo 
Q Qo 
A Ww 
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JVC XV-N420B 


with superb audio and video capabilities (via 
both component analog and HDMI), Sony's 
DVP-NS9100ES is robustly built, and sleekly 
finished in polished aluminum. All-around 
video excellence is complemented by a warm, 
deep soundstage with natural-sounding 
harmonics. A large jog-shuttle rotary control 
enables menu navigation via the front panel. 
Incapable of playing DVD-Audio, but otherwise 
the equal of players costing three times as 
much, the DVP-NS9100ES is a best buy. 

TPV issue 67 


NAD Master Series M55 

$1799 © www.nadelectronics.com 
NAD's M55 universal players is one of the most 
balanced performers we've run across, with excel- 
lent sound quality on all main disc formats (DVD- 
Audio, SACD, and CD), and very fine video per- 
formance. In fact, the M55 sailed cleanly through 
portions of the Silicon Optix HQV Benchmark 
DVD that typically give other players conniption 
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fits. The sound of the player is simply enchanting, 
combining equal parts richness, smoothness, 
and detail. Not cheap, but worth every red cent. 
Review pending 


Arcam FMJ DV29 

$2999 e www.audiophilesystems.com 
Arcam's FMJ DV29 is the best-sounding Arcam 
player yet, with inner detail and resolution on CD 
and DVD-A that even other Arcam products can't 
match. lts video deinterlacing isn't quite as pristine 
as that of the Silicon Image solution Arcam used 
to employ, but the DV29 still offers sparkling video 
performance via HDMI and component video, with 
dense, solid-looking high-resolution images. 

TPV issue 60 





Krell Showcase 

$3500 (standard), $4500 (with HDMI) 
www.krellonline.com 

With separately wired balanced and unbalanced 
audio outputs, this heavy-duty, superbly built 
machine delivers fantastically good performance 
from both CDs and DVDs: three-dimensional 
sonic imaging; very low noise; sharp, stable 
details; and rich, accurate colors. Unlike some 
other players with internal scalers, the Showcase 
actually improves video images via its HDMI out- 
put, a feature available at a $1000 premium. The 
funky little remote control is its only drawback. 


TPV issue 67 

Denon DVD-5910CI 

$3800 e www.denon.com 

The reference DVD player at TPV's video test lab, 
the DVD-5910 was among the best performers 
at any price in TPV issue 67's Buyer's Guide to 
DVD players. The massively overbuilt universal 
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disc player combines superb sound with HQV- 
enhanced video. The 5910 has been updated 
to the $3800 DVD-5910CI, not yet reviewed. 
DVD-5910CI replaces DVD-5910, TPV Issue 67 


Integra Research RDV-1.1 
$4000 © www.integraresearch.com 
With performance enhanced by a Silicon 
Image chipset and Oplus FlexScale internal 
scaler, this top-notch universal player outputs 
720p and 1080i, as well as other native 
formats. The RDV-1.1 features an i.LINK 
connection that passes intact DVD-A and 
SACD multichannel feeds directly to com- 
patible Integra Research controllers. 

TPV issue 66 


Integra Research RDV-1.1 


Lexicon RT-20 

$4995 e www.harmanspecialtygroup.com 
An elegantly designed universal player from 
Harman International, the RT-20 delivers excel- 
lent images both via its analog component 
video outputs and it HDMI connector: vibrant 
color, etched details, superb black levels, and 
good complex-motion processing. In keeping 
with the brand's audiophile tradition, its audio 
performance is equally good, with lightning-fast 
dynamics and a huge soundstage. It’s a great 
choice for those who split their home entertain- 
ment time equally between movies and music. 
TPV issue 67 


Linn Unidisk SC 

$4995 © www.linn.co.uk 

Modest looks hide exceptional capabilities in 
this universal disc player. Simulfaneously lush 
and detailed sound made if the audio king in 
our Buyer's Guide to DVD players. Its video per- 





formance was among the best, too. At almost 
55K, the Unidisk is actually something of a 
bargain, in that it’s four units in one: universal 
disc player, high-quality DAC, multichan- 

nel remote controlled pre-amp, and hub in a 
Linn-centric networked entertainment center. 
TPV issue 67 


Ayre DX-7 

$6000 © www.ayre.com 

At 480p via DVI, Ayre's DX-7 delivers a pure, 
crystalline, dimensional, and impeccably detailed 
picture. With roots in the high-end audio industry, 
Ayre achieves fantastic results by emphasizing 
overbuilt power supplies, short and simple circuit 
paths, and high-quality parts. The DX-7 could be 
the last great DVD player. 
TPV issue ó0 


Simaudio 

Moon Orbiter 
$7200 9* www. 
simaudio.com 

— Simaudio's Moon Orbiter is 
a universal player that rep- 
resents a serious jump up 
from mass-market flagships. Offering elevated 
performance with all formats, including DVD-A 
and SACD, the Orbiter has laid-back but engag- 
ing and refined sound. Its video performance 
is out of this world, as the name suggests. 
TPV issue 60 


Krell DVD Standard 

$8000 * www.krellonline.com 

A massively overbuilt DVD/CD player with 
Faroudja video processing, the Standard 
delivers sharp, dynamic, and astonishingly 
three-dimensional images at a mere 480p. 
The DVD Standard's sound on films rivals 
or exceeds that of any DVD player, accord- 
ing to TAS Executive Editor Jonathan Valin. 


Meridian 800 CD/DVD- 

Audio Player 

$19,450-$22,450 

www. meridian-audio.com 

The Meridian 800 is the current state of the art 
in CD and DVD-Audio playback, and nearly 





“LUCK HAS ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO DO WITH IT?” 


A number of companies manufacture products that provide either superb performance or great value. Once in a while they 
get lucky and deliver a product with both. But when one company turns out product, after product, after product, that 
consistently combine amazing performance with incredible value, luck has absolutely nothing to do with it. Here are just a 








few of the current critically-acclaimed Arcam products: 


“SURROUND > 





($5,749) 


The Arcam AV9 i is the latest, 
Ie improved. version of the highly 
revered Arcam AV8 processor Arcam 
used the AV8 platform, added 5 in / 1 
out HDMI switching, improved the 
power supplies and lowered the noise 
floor. The AV9, therefore, is 
everything you loved about the AV8 
and better! 


"Although it may seem odd to call a 
$5749 controller a bargain, there's no 
other way to describe a product that 
comes close to delivering state-of-the- 
art performance at a fraction of the 
price of competing units. In fact, 

I would feel comfortable 
recommending the AV9 for even the 
most demanding higl-end music and 

home theater systems." 

The Perfect Vision 





PROCESSOR 
($2,199) 


“Arcam continues a good run 
of quality midpriced separates. 
The HDMI inputs and truly balanced 
connections are nice touches, while 
the performance and ease of use 
are the headliners” 
Home Theater 


“the AVP700/P 1000 is a killer 
package of features at a startlingly 
attractive price" 

Ultimate AV 


"Arcam's 7.1-channel AVP700 
pre/pro has a potent trio of attributes 
- it sounds good, it’s well stocked with 

features and connections, and 

it couldn’t be much easier to use” 
Home Theater 


TO oe 499) 


“The AVR300 is a stunner. We've 
been waiting in vain for a receiver 
like this to come along for over 
a dozen years - but finally, 
someone has done it.” 

What HiFi? Sound and Vision 


“In terms of picture and sound 
quality, the AVR300 can more than 
hold its own against the best receivers 
out there from Denon, Yamaha, 
Pioneer and others, some of which 
cost more than double its price.” 
Custom Retailer Magazine 


IMPRESSIVE? 
You bet. Check out our 
website for all the details on 


Arcam's new full format DVD player that 

can upscale standard-definition DVD's to near HD 
performance (The ABT scaler supports 720p, 768p, 
1080i, 1080p) through its HDMI output. MSRP $1999, 


BVIF OVO PLAYER 


ARCAM DVD PLAYERS ($999 TO $2,999) 


“Arcam demonstrates that some digital pictures are more perfect than others...” 





Audiophile Arcam * dCs : 
systems 


AV Tech 


Nordost * Nottingham Analogue 
www.audiophilesystems.com 
> EE EE Visit our website for more information and to find your local dealer 


ARCAM 
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state of the art in DVD-Video performance. If 
you want to hear DVD-Audio at its best, look 
no further. Modular card-cage construction 
allows custom configuration and upgrades. 
TPV issue 29, TAS issues 140, 145. 


Esoteric P-03 Universal 
Transport/D-03 DAC 
$17,000/$13,000 e www.teac.com 
Though sold separately, Esoteric’s P-03 
universal transport and D-03 DAC function 
synergistically as matching halves of what 
may well be the world's finest universal player. 
TPV Editor-in-Chief Robert Harley describes the 
P-03 as “a tour de force" of mechanical design 
and manufacturing." Whether judged by video 
performance or sound quality on DVD-Audio, 
SACD, or CD material, the P-03/D-03 pair is a 
standard-setting, world-class player. For once, 
the term “State of the Art" actually applies. 

TPV Issue 71 


Digital Video Recorders 


TimeWarner HD DVR 
Approximately $9.95/mo. 
www.timewarnercable.com 

The DVR is one of those rare paradigm-shifting 
components that impacts our whole culture. 
Rarer still is that it’s one of the few such 
devices that even your grandma could use. The 
TimeWarner cable guys are practically giving 
their HD models away to subscribers if you're 
willing to get on the hook for the monthly DVR 
fee. A small price to pay for such a cool box! 


TiVo Series3 HD 

Digital Media Recorder 

$800 e www.tivo.com 

With a 250GB hard drive, the TiVo Series3 HD 
DMR can record 25 to 35 hours of HD or up fo 
300 hours of standard-def material. It includes 
tuners for terrestrial over-the-air and cable signals 
(both analog and digital) with two CableCARD 
Slots, allowing you fo record two different programs 
simultaneously. Combine all this with the superior 
TiVo user interface, and you're in high-def heaven. 
TPV Issue 72 
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Video Accessories 


Gefen Ex-tend-it HDTV 
Switcher/Ex-tend-it DVI Repeater 
$250 Each © www.gefen.com 

DVI and HDMI are at the awkward stage 
of the growth curve that component video 
was at a few years ago. Many displays 
have only a single DVI input, while more 
and more videophiles have multiple DVI 
sources. Gefen has two reasonably priced 
solutions—the one-out/two-in HDTV 
Switcher and the DVI Repeater, which al- 
lows absurdly long runs of DVI cable. 


insolroll 4400 
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Insolroll 4400 

Exterior Rolling Shutters 
Prices vary according to size 
www.insolroll.com 

These cleverly designed motorized shut- 
fers cover your windows from the outside 
with the push of a button, providing instant 
darkness whenever needed for your home 
theater, without disrupting your interior 
décor. Check Insolroll's Web site for local 
distributors. Prices vary according to size. 
TPV issue 56. 
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Terk HDTVi UHF/VHF 

Indoor Antenna 

$40 e www.terk.com 

Compact, cool, and easy fo set up with 

only a bit of alignment, the Terk offers ter- 
rific over-the-air HD performance. Check 
your region's signal strength first at Terk's 
convenient "Location Finder" on its Web site. 
TPV issue 57 


Winegard Square Shooter 
SS-1000 Outdoor Antenna 

$150 * www.winegard.com 

It looks like a small, square, plastic satel- 
lite dish, but in over-the-air HDTV reception it 
performs like a monster on a 20-foot mast. 
A tad pricey at $150, it's a top-performing 
solution that's compact if not downright at- 
tractive—always a plus with the homeowner's 
association. At your next high-def Super 
Bowl party your neighbors will have more to 
thank you for than the awesome picture! 

TPV issue 56 





Remote Controls 


Logitech-Harmony 659 

$149 o www.logitech.com/harmony 
The 659 is a Web-programmable USB 
remote that helps eliminate the hordes 

of remote controls that plague the aver- 
age home theater. It’s fun to program and 
update, thanks to an easy-to-use Web 
site that keeps track of all your settings. 
TPV issue 53. 


Logitech Harmony 880 

$250 © www.logitech.com/harmony 
With a color LCD and unified activity buttons, 
the Harmony 880 is supported by Logifech’s 
huge database of IR remote codes. It lights 
up when moved, making it easy fo use in 
the dark, but its narrow IR beam requires 
more critical aiming than the wide-beam 
Harmony 676. The newer Harmony 890 
uses radio-frequency (RF) technology to 
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The Reference AV Center and Side speakers. 


The award winning sound of the Reference 3 speakers, now on the wall or on a shelf . 


“Kudos to Anthony Gallo for adapting his proven Ref 3.1 
recipe to on-wall applications. For those who can't justify 
discrete music and movie systems but wish to optimize one 
system to do it all, the Reference AV could prove to be the 
silver bullet.” 

Srajan Ebaen - 6moons.com 
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“The way the Reference AVs simply enraptured me with 
their midrange purity was unlike anything I’ve experienced. 
It was simply effortless, the kind of sound you can’t seem 
to credit to a speaker. The vocals simply appeared, as if the 
singers themselves materialized in my room. As much as I 
marveled at their two-channel abilities... the Reference AVs’ 
multi-channel talents proved to be jaw-dropping.” 

Andrew Robinson - avrev.com 
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For full reviews of the Reference AV speakers and other 
fine Gallo products, please visit our web site at: 
www.anthonygalloacoustics.com 


Speakers shown with optional stands. 
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overcome the aiming problem. Rechargeable 
battery and charging cradle are standard. 
TPV issue 67. 


Universal MX-700 and 
MX-800 remote controls 
$349 © www.universalremote.com 
Easy fo program with a notebook PC and 
supplied serial cable, and very easy to 
use, Universal's MX-700 and MX-800 are 
functionally identical, but the 800 (now 
updated to the MX-850 Aeros) has RF output 
and capacity for more devices. Universal 
Remote maintains a continually updated 
database of IR codes. MX-series remotes 
are widely available at deep discounts. 
TPV issue 66 


Video Cables 


Bettercables.com Video Cables 
Price varies with length 
www.bettercables.com 

Better Cables has been selling better cables 
direct on the Net for years. It's been suc- 
cessful because it offers top-quality products 
made with high-grade materials for less 
money. Better Cables has provided the 
cabling for numerous TPV reviews, includ- 
ing the RPTV Shootout of '03, and the 
results have always been excellent. 


Nordost Optix and Silver Screen 
Video Cable 

Optix, $583/2 meters, $815/4 meters; 
Silver Screen: $825/2 meters, 

$1154/4 meters 

www.nordost.com 

Apparently the same principles that make Nordost's 
solid-conductor flat-ribbon audio cables sound 
good—low-capacitance, high transmission 
speed—make them look every bit as good, for the 
differences between the Golden Eye Award winning 
Optix and Silver Screen RGBHV video cables and 
other high-quality video cables are not small. The 
Nordost cables simply reveal more subtleties of 
hue and contrast than anything else around. 

TPV Issue 55 
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A/V Receivers | contributing writer Manoj Motwani says the 


Pioneer VSX-816K 

$399 e www.pioneerelectronics.com 
The modestly priced 110Wpc VSX-816 offers 
open and detailed sound, plus a surprisingly 
rich features set, for not a lot of money. One 
feature many users will appreciate is Pioneer's 
sophisticated MCACC automated speaker 
setup/room EQ system (previously offered 
only in Elite-series receivers). Despite a mild 
tendency toward slightly bright highs and 
somewhat lean bass, the VSX-816 sounds 
clearer and much more refined than most other 
entry-level AVRs. In short, it’s a bargain. 

TPV Issue 70 


Harmon Kardon AVR 140 

$499 © www.harmankardon.com 
Harmon Kardon's AVR 140 presents the firm's 
traditionally clean, clear sound in an affordable, 


Pioneer VSX-816K 


entry-level package. Though rated at just 40Wpc, 
the AVR 140 offers a level of sonic finesse that 
makes inner details come alive. While the AVR 
140 generally avoids flashy frills, it provides a 
very cool, optional iPod dock called "The Bridge. 
Reviewer Arnie Williams says the AVR 140's 


a” 


manual is * a model of clarity and thoroughness.” 


TPV Issue 68 


Outlaw Audio Model 1070 
$899 © www.outlawaudio.com 
Though neither the most powerful nor full- 
featured AVR at its price, Outlaw's 65Wpc 
Model 1070 offers video upconversion, 

DVI switching, and sound quality that can 
please even finicky audiophiles. TPV senior 








1070 "serves up wonderfully smooth and 
natural highs," adding that the "receiver's 
bass drive capabilities are surprisingly good, 
foo." The 1070 can perform digital bass 
management on incoming 7.1-channel analog 
signals—a feature not many AVRs provide. 
TPV Issue 68 


Integra Research DTR-6.6 

$1000 © www.integrahometheater.com 
The DTR-6.6 is a 100Wpc, THX Select2- 
certified, XM-ready AVR with automated 


| Speaker setup and room EQ functions. TPV 


Integration Editor Barry Willis found the 
6.6 switched high-definition video signals 
cleanly and was “a standout in the audio 
department.” Though it digitizes incom- 
ing analog signals, Willis reports that the 
DTR-6.6 “sounded wonderful... with air, 
space, and nuance approaching the best 





audiophile products.” This $1000 AVR might 
make you question the need fo spend more. 
TPV Issue 68 


NAD T753 


|. $1000 * www.nadelectronics.com 


NAD‘s T753 AVR eschews bells and whistles, 


| focusing instead on pure sound quality. Despite its 


conservative 7OWpc power rating, the T753 pro- 
duces a “warm, smooth, punchy sound that never 
becomes strained or thin.” NAD‘s subtle, effective 
EARS (enhanced ambience recovery system) 
feature also helps make this a great AVR for music 
lovers. For similar sound quality, but more power 


| and/or channels, try NAD'S upscale T763 or T773. 


AVguide Monthly, Issue 12 and TAS, Issue 154 
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Pioneer Elite VSX-52TX 

$1000 * www.pioneerelectronics.com 
Enthusiasts seeking an affordable yet full- 
featured AVR will love the richly outfitted THX 
Select Elite VSX-52TX. With seven 110W chan- 
nels at the ready, a Motorola 48-bit DSP en- 
gine, MCACC auto-calibration, and back-chan- 
nel amplifiers that can be reassigned for front 
UR duty, this is one flexible performer. Even the 
so-so OSD, disorderly remote control, and soft- 
ness at the frequency extremes can't dull the 
appeal of this Pioneer’s sound, which features 
a warm, slightly-darker-than-neutral midband. 
TPV Issue 59 


Marantz SR7500 

$1099 © www.marantz.com 

Marantz's 105Wpc SR7500 AVR is full-fea- 
tured, comes with a good remote, and offers 
effective automated speaker set-up features 
(but no automated room EQ system). Above 
all, we found the SR7500 “a very musi- 

cal receiver with good tonal balance." The 
receiver works well with full-range speak- 
ers, and when we engaged its Pure Direct 
Mode "the entire presentation opened up as 
if a veil were lifted from the speakers." 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 12 


Yamaha RX-V2500 

$1099 © www.yamaha.com 

The] 30Wpc RX-V2500 features the Yamaha 
Parametric Acoustic Optimizer (YPAO) automat- 
ed speaker-set-up/room EQ system, which really 
works. This receiver's strong suit is film play- 
back, where its excellent dynamic headroom, 
smooth surround imaging, overall transparency, 
and potent bass response all come into play. It’s 
good for music, too, though it could use better 
bass pitch definition and greater soundstage 
depth. This one's a film lover's delight. 

AVguide Monthly, Issue 14 


Denon AVR-3806 

$1299 © www.denon.com 

The 120Wpc AVR-3806 supports HDMI switch- 
ing, analog source/video upconversion, HDCD 
decoding, and Audyssey Lab's radical new MultEQ 
XT automated speaker setup/room EQ system, 





which can optimize frequency and time response 
for multiple listening locations at once. TPV senior 
contributing writer Neil Gader says the AVR-3806's 
core sound is "strongly midrange-oriented, infused 
with rich textures, and possessed of a darker over- 
all personality." The AVR-3806 also distinguishes 
itself in terms of bass extension and slam. 

TPV Issue 68 


JVC RX-DP15B 

$1899.95 © www.jvc.com 

JVC's RX-DP15B is a 120Wpc, THX Ultra2- 
certified receiver that puts primary emphasis on 
sound quality. The receiver provides "Compres- 
sion Compensative" DACs, an Anatos Direct 
mode sure to please purists, and even a phono 
section. The result is an AVR whose defin- 
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Denon AVR-3806 


Pioneer Elite VSX-74 TXVi 

$1500 e www.pioneerelectronics.com 
The VSX-74 TXVi is a 140Wpc, THX Select2-certi- 
fied, XM-ready receiver that provides Pioneer's 
MCACC auto-setup/room EQ system, HDMI 
switching, an i.LINK interface for all-digital con- 
nection to select Pioneer universal players, and an 
optional iPod dock. Best of all, when TPV Video 
Editor Scott Wilkinson fed the receiver a CD from 
his own avant-garde acoustic trio, Many Axes, the 
Pioneer passed the test with flying colors, deliver- 
ing sound Wilkinson found “true fo the master.” 
TPV Issue 68 


Marantz SR8500 

$1599 © www.marantz.com 

There's no pro like an old pro, and reproducing 
sonic subtleties with sophistication and refine- 
ment is a snap for an old audiophile-hand like 
Marantz. This THX Select, 125Wpc, seven-chan- 
nel AVR raises the bar. Highly configurable, it 
even tosses auto-calibration and DVI-switching 
into the bargain. Despite functional/ergonomic 
drawbacks such as limited bass manage- 
ment functions, a dated OSD, and a somewhat 
clunky remote, we encourage you to check out 
this sonically energetic and satisfying AVR. 

TPV Issue 61 
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ing characteristics are unfailing smoothness, 
a gentle touch of warmth, and exceptional 
three-dimensionality. Though the RX-DP15B 
does not support HDMI switching, it does offer 
two sets of multichannel analog audio inputs. 
TPV Issue 66 


Sony STR-DA7100ES 

$2000 * www.sonystyle.com 

Derived from Sony's fabulous STR-DA9000ES 
flagship, the firm's new DA7100ES “Digital 
Drive" AVR offers the same great Rolex- 

like build-quality, nearly as much power 
(170Wpc), fewer but better I/O options (includ- 
ing dual HDMI and i.LINK interfaces), a greatly 
improved remote control, and sound-quality 
equal to the original—for less than half the 
price! One of the best-sounding AVRs we've 
heard, this thing is a stone cold bargain. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 18 


Arcam AVR300 

$2199 © www.asigroup.com 

True audiophile-grade sound and superior 
build-quality are two of the Arcam AVR300’s 
most obvious strengths. With 100Wpc 

into seven channels, sonics are beefy and 
dynamic. The space between the L/C/R 
speakers is flooded with sound; the surround 
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speakers are as clear as the fronts. The Arcam 
also offers a true analog bypass, a feature 
increasingly rare in these digital days. By any 
standard—audiophile-quality stereo or home 
theater—the Arcam is a sweet bargain. 

TPV Issue 59 


Rotel RSX-1067 

$2199 © www.rotel.com 

Rotel’s flagship RSX-1067 AVR puts first 
things first, and is one of the best-sounding 
receivers on the market. Though the RSX-1067 
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Arcam AVR300 


omits potentially desirable features such as 
auto-setup/EQ functions or support for i.LINK or 
HDMI interfaces, it uses high quality parts in its 
audio signal path, yielding tangible sonic ben- 
efits that users can appreciate on a daily basis. 
The RSX-1067's strengths include audiophile- 
grade openness and transparency, eerily 

good 3D imaging, and taut, punchy bass. 

TPV Issue 68 


B&K AVR507 Series 2 

$3498 © www.bkcomp.com 

Though a bit complex for inexperienced us- 
ers, the B&K's PC-programmable param- 
eters and presets are ideal for integrators, 
allowing customized configurations for 
each input. Bass management options 
include multiple crossover frequencies and 
selectable slopes as well as parametric 
equalization. A true high-current 150Wpc, 
seven-channel amplifier, the AVR507 handles 
even the most difficult speaker loads with 
ease. The excellent, fully programmable 
(via PC) SR10.1 remote control ices the 
cake of this all-around-great performer. 
TPV Issue 65 and AVguide Monthly, Issue 21 
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Linn Classik Movie 

$3995 © www.linn.co.uk 

Linn's Classik Movie combines an integrated 
DVD player with an A/V receiver to form one 
of the sweetest bundles in this group. It’s a 
bit underpowered (high-sensitivity speak- 
ers are a must), but its sound is warm 

and inviting, and it can be combined with 
other Classiks in multi-room applications. 
Cool-looking and easy to use, as well. 

TPV Issue 44 
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Marantz SR9600 
$4199 © www.marantz.com 
The brawny, 140Wpc, THX Ultra2-Certified 
SR9600 offers I/O options galore (FireWire, 
i.LINK, and HDMI interfaces), two sophisticated 
auto EQ systems, plus fitanium-fist-in-a-velvet 
glove power and finesse. Frankly, the SR9600 
electronics are so clean that some listeners 
may want fo disable EQ and DSP functions, 
just fo savor the purity of its sound. The 
SR96005s inscrutable remote can be madden- 
ing, but that doesn't change the fact that this 
is one of the best-sounding AVRs around. 
TPV Issue 68 


Lexicon RV-8 

$6995 e www.lexicon.com 

The seven-channel RV-8 is a potent, THX 
Ultra2 Certified, one-box A/V solution, boasting 
superb sonic refinement, freedom from grain, 
and very low noise. The 140Wpc rating is 
conservative, as the unit seems to surge with 
near-limitless power and forward momentum. 
It comes equipped with sonically transpar- 
ent Logic7 modes, ulfra-wide-bandwidth 
component-video outputs, and elastic Zone 





2 and 3 capabilities. Only with the best 
source components and speakers will you 
fully appreciated what the RV-8 can do. 
TPV Issue 60 


A/V Controllers 


NAD T 163 

$1499 © www.nadelectronics.com 
With high-performance 24-bit/192kHz DACs 
for multichannel, and differential DACs 
for PCM stereo, NAD keeps the inner-au- 
diophile in all of us happy. This control- 
ler is loaded with features, including an 
ultra-intuitive OSD and truly cool, custom 
AN presets for configuration, calibra- 
tion, and user preferences. The T 163 has 
been recently enhanced with Pro Logic 

IIx surround modes, better bass manage- 
ment, and upgraded operational software. 
TPV Issue 54 


Sherwood P-965 

$1499 e www.sherwoodamerica.com 
The P-965 processor is packed with useful, 
performance-oriented features designed to 
make the most of high quality audio and 
video sources. Digital-to-analog conversion 
is handled by 24-bit/192kHz DACs, with 
upsampling for two-channel PCM sources. 
The Sherwood has three component-video 
inputs, switched by relays for wide-bandwidth 
capability, and upconverts composite and 
S-video to component video. Overall, a fine 
value with excellent sound quality for film and 
good sound quality for two-channel music. 
TPV Issue 56 


NAD Masters Series M15 
$2999 © www.nadelectronics.com 
Flexibility, build-quality, a simple and 
non-intimidating user interface, noise- 
free HD video switching, and great sound 
quality: NAD’s Masters Series M15 con- 
troller has it all. There are no automated 
speaker setup/room EQ functions, but we 
doubt you'll miss them much once you 
see and hear the M15 in action. The M15 
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„the WORLD'S FIRST CURVED SCREEN for home use, 
which TOTALLY IMMERSES viewers, allowing them 
to connect emotionally with their movies. 
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takes NAD's warm, natural, hearty "house 
sound" fo a new level, with terrific transpar- 
ency and definition. The M15 is sonically 
competitive with higher priced controllers. 
TPV Issue 71 


Rotel RSP-1098 

$3000 e www.rotel.com 

The Rotel's large colorful 3.5"x 6" TFT 
display might garner all the buzz, but it’s the 
RSP-1098's audiophile-grade sonics—vivid 
extension and detail—that boosts it near 

the top of its class. Great functionality and 
features are mated with the latest Crystal 
24-bit/192kHz DACs and surround-decoding 
formats. With a true 7.1 multichannel analog 
bypass and sophisticated bass manage- 
ment options, this is a controller to listen 

to, even if you never see another movie. 

TPV Issue 51 


Sunfire Theater Grand 
Processor TGP-5 

$3495 © www.sunfire.com 

Early listening experiences with the new 
TGP-5 controller prompted this recom- 
mendation. In the TGP-5 you have a highly 
flexible, full-featured controller (complete 
with single-ended and balanced XLR 
outputs), plus an audio section that—more 
than most—caters to audiophile tastes. 
Designer Bob Carver demonstrated the 
unit's spectacular “Sonic Holography” 
circuit, and we came away impressed at 
the way the circuit tastefully enhanced both 
stereo and surround sound imaging. 
Review pending 


Primare SP31.7 Mk.II 

$3995 © www.sumikoaudio.net 
Sweden's Primare is building some of the 
smartest, easiest-to-use, and best-sound- 
ing A/V gear we've heard. Analog pass- 
through is available for music sources, 
while fine-tuning options allow the owner 
to customize inputs and tailor each for 
the sonic differences between, say, Dolby 
Digital- and DTS-encoded DVDs. 

TPV Issue 50 








Krell Showcase Controller 
$4000 e www.krellonline.com 

This successor to Krell's Home Theater 
standard 7.1 is the fifth generation of Krell 
surround-sound preamp/processor. Although 
it does not currently have DVI-D or HDMI 
video inputs or outputs, the Showcase does 
offer proprietary software-based seven-chan- 
nel digital room equalization and, of course, 
Krell's superior analog preamplification 
circuitry, which is among the best in high-end 
audio/video. This controller comes very close 
fo the sound of an ultra-high-end preamp 
when playing back CD or high-rez audio. 
TPV Issue 55 


Arcam AV9 

$5790 © www.audiophilesystems.com 
Arcam’s AV9 controller delivers near-state- 
of-the-art sonic performance, an outstanding 
user interface, and a slew of great features. For 
those of you whose digital controller serves as 
the heart of a music system (as well as home 
theater), you'd have to spend lots more money 
to equal the AV9's performance. Although not 
cheap at $5790, the AV9 competes sonically 
with the best in the world. The only short- 
coming is the lack of video processing and 
upconversion, which will be a moot point to 
those of you with high-quality video displays. 
TPV Editor-in-Chief Robert Harley's reference. 
TPV Issue 69 


Integra Research RDC-7.1 
$4000-$5000 
www.integrahometheater.com 

The RDC-7.1 is a built-to-order THX Ultra2- 
certified controller based on a modular, 
cardframe-type platform. During the ordering 
process, users choose the I/O cards they need 
from Integra’s extensive menu of options. Our 
unit came with Wolfson DACs, dual multichan- 
nel analog audio inputs, i.LINK and HDMI 
interfaces, and Ethernet connectivity. TPV 
senior contributing writer Manoj Motwani found 
the RDC-7.1 “as smooth as James Bond,” 
with a detailed top end, "slightly laid-back 
midrange," and strong bass response. 

IPV Issue 66 


Classé Audio Delta SSP-600 
$6500 e www.classeaudio.com 
Contending for the title of the most gorgeous 
controller in the world, the SSP-600 is a 
great deal more than another pretty face. 
The audio performance of this fully-bal- 
anced, seven-channel beauty is strong in 
all categories, thanks in part to the isolation 
of digital and analog circuitry. The touch- 
screen TFT display and GUI are triumphs of 
programmability. Only its indifferent hand- 
held remote control and a lag in fouchscreen 
response time leave room for improvement. 
TPV Issue 63 


Anthem Statement D2 

$6700 e www.anthemav.com 

Anthem has added HDMI switching and 
sophisticated new 1080p video upconver- 
sion fo their outstanding D1 controller, which 
won The Perfect Vision's Product of the Year 
Award in 2004. The new D2 maintains the 
sonic and functional hallmarks of the D1, 
including high resolution, wonderful midrange 
clarity, and wide dynamic expression. 
Replaces Statement D1, TPV Issue 57 


Meridian 861 Reference v.4 
$13,745-$19,000 
www.meridian-audio.com 

With modular card-cage construction that 
allows custom configurations and upgrades, a 
host of advanced technologies including a DSP 
room-correction board, a suite of useful sur- 
round-processing modes, and terrific sonics, 
Meridian's 861 is a reference-quality product. 
When fitted with analog output boards, the 861 
works with any power amplifiers and loud- 
speakers, but it really shines when driving Me- 
ridian's digital loudspeakers, delivering upsam- 
pled or native 24-bit/96kHz digital audio to all 
six channels. A technological four de force. 

TPV Issue 29 and TAS, Issue 150 


Theta Digital Casablanca Ill 
$14,980 with two Xtreme D-2 DAC 
cards ($8000-$20,000 depending on 
configuration) e www.thetadigital.com 
The Casablanca IIl Xtreme DAC offers as much 
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detail and resolution as any controller, yet always 
sounds natural, never fatiguing or bright. The 
controller features modular, card-type architecture 
and supports endless speaker/subwoofer and 
crossover combinations. But what we appreciate 
most is the way the Casablanca's blends center- 
channel information into the left and right channels 
for a more coherent front soundfield and better 
dialogue articulation. One of the most advanced 
and besi-sounding controllers on the market. 
TPV Issue 45 


Multichannel Amps 
Rotel RMB-1075 


$999 © www.rotel.com 

Rotel’s THX Ultra RMB-1075 provides a robust 
120W into five channels with a smooth mid- 
range and plenty of weight. Its sound is slightly 
rounded off and not quite as transparent as 

the best, but it is still a remarkable value. 

TPV Issue 44 


Sherwood A-965 

$1499 © www.sherwoodamerica.com 
The A-965 amplifier is a formidable piece of 
equipment—a seven-channel amplifier with 
100 watts output for each channel into eight 
ohms, all channels driven simultaneously. The 
amp uses two toroidal power transformers to 
supply its seven monoblock amplifiers, and 
each channel has its own circuit board, which 
minimizes crosstalk between channels. Dynamic 
range is excellent and tonal balance is good. 
TPV Issue 56 


Anthem PVA 7 

$1599 © www.anthemav.com 

Though not endowed with the muscle of larger 
units, the PVA 7 is very refined sounding, 

with good resolution and depth. On surround 
music and film soundtracks it is spacious and 
focused, with a smooth, pleasant balance. 
TPV Issue 42 


NAD T 973 

$1999 © www.nadelectronics.com 
Employing modular monoblock architecture, 
the 7-channel T 973 outputs a generous, 











easygoing 140Whpc. Solid power reserves, su- 
perior bass definition, and a warm upper treble 
continue the NAD tradition of audio excitement 
tempered with refinement and understatement. 
The back panel has convenient input-level trim 
controls. There is a hint of fan noise at loud 
listening levels. Triggers link the amp with the 
T 163 controller for seamless on/off switching. 
TPV Issue 54 


Parasound Halo A52 

$2000 © www.parasound.com 
Designed by the legendary John Curl (of early 
Mark Levinson fame), the robust, 5x125-watt 









NAD M25 


A52 is essentially a multichannel version of 
Parasound’s award-winning A23 stereo ampli- 
fier. Those who prize flexibility will appreciate 
this amp's balanced and single-ended inputs 
and individual level controls for each channel. 
The sound is warm, natural, and never edgy 
(though not the last word in definition). 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 2 


Primare A30.5 

$2995 e www.sumikoaudio.net 
Although capable of delivering 120W through 
its five amplifier channels, Primare’s A30.5 
isn't a bruiser requiring lots of space or a 
reinforced shelf. At 60 pounds, this elegant 
amp is easy to place and creates very neutral 
and engaging sound, be it stereo or surround. 
TPV Issue 50 


NAD Masters Series M25 

$2999 © www.nadelectronics.com 
This massive, 96.3-pound, 7-channel ampli- 
fier puts out a conservatively rated 160Wpc 
and is a blockbuster in every sense of the 
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word. Built like a tank, but with the cat- 
quick reflexes of a Ferrari, the M25 serves 
up a sound that is at once muscular and 
forceful, yet delicate. This amp provides 
effortless and unforced clarity, with a smooth 
(though by no means subdued) presentation 
that’s easy to listen to for hours on end. 

TPV Issue 71 


Cary Cinema 5 

$4000 

www.caryaudio.com 

Cary’s Cinema 5 is a superb achievement. At 
80 pounds this medium-sized unit isn't as 
heavy or large (or as 
costly) as many state-of- 
the-art performers, and yet 
it delivers much the same 
sound quality: excellent 
definition, fine dynamic 
gradation, rich harmonics, 
and a transparent window 
to the source. 

TPV Issue 50 


Sunfire Theater Grand 
Amplifier TGA-7400 

$4449 e www.sunfire.com 

Though the TGA-7400 is enormously power- 
ful (7x400Wpc), it is a light and compact 
amplifier. Unlike many other lightweight 
amplifiers, the TGA-7400 does not use 
Class D technology, but rather achieves 
weight savings through an advanced, ef- 
ficient power supply. The TGA-7400 has 

an unusually quick, agile sound that is full 
of nuances and details. You might never 
guess the amplifier's output capabilities until 
a loud, demanding passage comes along. 
Then, it's “fasten-your-seatbelts” time. 
Review pending 


Anthem Statement P5 

$5000 © www.anthemav.com 

The Statement P5 is the “poster amp" for 
high-current amplifiers, with fourteen output 
transistors per channel vastly increasing the 
available power for musical crescendos. 
Actually five 325 watt monoblock power 
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amplifiers in one chassis, the Statement P5 
has no shared power supplies; each channel 
has its own toroidal transformer, meaning 
there are no common audio paths between 
channels. The P5 sounds very authorita- 
tive—always in control of the speakers—with 
effortless dynamics and tight deep bass. 

TPV Issue 57 


Integra Research RDA-7.1 
$5000 © www.integrahometheater.com 
The RDA-7.1 is a THX Ultra2-certified ampli- 
fier that puts out 7x150Wpc. TPV senior 
contributing writer Manoj Motwani found the 
RDA-7.1 offered a sonic presentation that 
was “spacious, clear, and open on the top 
end, with bass drive that was quick," though 
not as strong as that of some higher-pow- 
ered amplifiers. Overall, Motwani concluded, 
the RDA-7.1 is fine for film playback, but 

at its best when reproducing music. 

TPV Issue 66 





Integra Research RDA-7.1 


Theta Digital Dreadnaught Il 
$7100, 5-channel version; 

$8100, 10-channel version 
www.thetadigital.com 

Like the original Dreadnaught, the Dread Il 
is fully balanced with zero global feedback. 
The new model delivers more power and 
impact, along with better low-end author- 
ity and control, stunning resolution, and 
incredible soundstage depth and focus. It also 
has more energy in the upper midrange and 
treble than its predecessor, sacrificing just a 
bit of the original's warmth and musicalily. 
TPV Issue 46 


Krell Theater Amplifier Standard 
$7500 e www.krellonline.com 

Krell's 5-channel, FPB (Full Power Balanced) 
Theater Amplifier Standard generates a potent 
200Wpc into 8 ohms and 400Wpc into 4. 
The Krell shares much of the build-qual- 

ily and sound of its celebrated monoblock 
siblings: a rich, articulate, slightly dark, 

and very hard-hitting presentation that is 
voluptuous on music and pin-you-to-your 
seat stunning on film soundtracks. You 

won't lack for weight or impact with this 
baby—and ifs soundstage is phenomenal. 
TPV Issue 51 


Audio Research 150M 

$7495 for 5-channel version ($900/ addl. 
power module) e www.audioresearch.com 
The 150M is relatively lightweight, cool-run- 

ning, modular Class D amplifier that can be 

fitted with up to seven power amplification 
modules, each rated at 150W into 8 ohms and 
300W in 4 ohms (modules can be bridged for 


sl Vas 


even more power). A little bright, fonward, and 
weighted toward the treble like all Audio Research 
Corporation gear, the 150M has much of the 
natural airiness and light of ARC tubes, with 
terrific soundstaging, dynamics, and clarity. 

TPV Issue 51 


Classé Audio Delta CA-5200 
$8000 © www.classeaudio.com 

This five-channel 200Wpc fully balanced brute 
harbors the same conceptual DNA found in the SSP- 
600 controller and other Delta components. Easygo- 
ing yet articulate, the amp adds some warmth in the 
midrange. It has headroom to burn, rich bass exten- 
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sion, and excellent pitch definition. Top-of-the-rung 
performance can be attained at any gain level with 
even the most finicky speakers. With DC triggers, 
IR, and RS232 it's an integration expert's dream. 
TPV Issue 63 


Plinius Odeon 

$8595-$11,995, depending on number 
of channels e www.pliniusaudio.com 
With its modular design, user-selectable number of 
channels, superior build-quality, and outstanding 
sound, the Odeon is a top contender in multichan- 
nel designs. Its sound is characterized by effortless 
dynamics, a rock-solid and rhythmically engaging 
bottom end, and midrange and treble purity on a 
par with the best solid-state two-channel amplifiers. 
TPV Issue 50 


Ayre V-6x 

$9250, 5-channel version ($5500 for 
stereo; $1250 per channel up to 6 
channels) « www.ayre.com 

Ayre's V-6x shows what can happen when a 
high-end audio company decides to elevate 

the standard of performance in home theater. 
The V-6x is a terrific amplifier for music or film 
playback, thanks to its dead-quiet backgrounds, 
dynamic snap and authority, razor-sharp focus, 
and remarkable dimensionality and imaging. 
The V-6x's natural depth and musical accuracy 
translate to movie sound that's startlingly realistic, 
with exceptional inner detail and resolution, and 
360-degree imaging that envelops the listener. 
IPV Issue 50 


Balanced Audio Technology 
VK-6200 

Price: $10,995 (fully loaded or $5995 
for two-channels; $1250 each addi- 
tional channel) « www.balanced.com 
No matter how many channels you order it 
with—it accepts as many as six—BAT’s modular 
VK-6200 is one of the best-sounding amplifiers 
around. The massive but striking-looking chassis 
weighs 200 pounds when fully loaded; parts and 
build-quality are top-drawer; and the sound com- 
bines seemingly limitless reserves of power with 
amazing delicacy, air, transparency, and speed. 
TPV Issue 38 
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not a bad thing for outdoor applica- Magnepan MC1 
Loudspeaker tions). For outdoor fun, look no further. $750 pair © www.magnepan.com 
Systems TPV Issue 69 Magnepan is famous for floorstanding planar 
| magnetic speakers, but the MC1s apply the 
FREESTANDING AND Infinity TSS-750 same basic technology in smaller, wall-mount 
ON-WALL SPEAKER SYSTEMS $749 e www.infinitysystems.com speakers. Reviewer Randy Tomlinson says, 
You might mistake Infinity's TSS-750 sur- "There's something about the Magnepan sound 
Sonance Mariner 63 round system for a run-of-the-mill product, that’s incredibly appealing." Tomlinson adds 
$650/pair e www.sonance.com but looks prove deceiving, because this that the MC1 tweeters give remarkable "clarity 
Sonance's Mariner 63s are the veritable surf demure, affordable package delivers a and freedom from coloration," while the planar 
boats of the loudspeaker world, because disproportionately large measure of sonic mid-bass drivers convey “a stunning sense 
they are about as watertight as speak- magic. Offering shimmering treble clar- of size and coherence." For best results, take 
ers can get, and still play. Better still, the ity, an open-sounding midrange, punchy great care in positioning/installing the MC1s 
Mariners feature a clever, well thought- and well-integrated (though not deeply and in selecting complementary subwoofers. 
out mounting system with a slick wiring extended) bass, and disappearing-act imag- TPV Issue 68 
connection scheme that’s a do-it-your- ing, it makes a fantastic starter system for 
selfer's dream. The Mariner 63s deliver enthusiasts. A functionally similar TSS-800 Energy act6 
good mid-bass energy, smooth midrange, system with updated styling is coming soon. $800 © www.energy-speakers.com 
and slightly uptilted highs (though that’s AVguide Monthly, Issue 5 Energy's act6 surround system is an afford- 
L | 


























OLIO" A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing 
- That's a Good Thing! [About.com] 


















7080p/1080i!/7920p Up-converting Universal DVD Players 


e Highest ever score in DVD player benchmark test. (Secrets of 
Home Theater and High Fidelity) 


e Substantially better than any conventional DVD player we 
tested. (The Washington Post) 


e This author's old standby reference discs have never looked 
better. (Connected Home) 


èe This player sounds as if it could carry a four-figure price tag. 
(The Perfect Vision) 
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able overachiever whose strengths include a 
warm open midrange, clear treble, smooth 
surround imaging, and bass that goes surpris- 
ingly low (though it lacks the “nth” degree 

of control). One tip: The act6s need at least 
50 hours of break-in before their midrange 
sounds smooth. The act6 is a fine system for 
small-to-medium-sized rooms, with sound 
that decisively outclasses that of typical 
inexpensive home-theater-in-a-box rigs. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 11 


Paradigm CT110 

$800 © www.paradigm.com 

A nice balance between tweeter and midrange 
makes the CT110 a satisfying full course, 
not merely lean cuisine. Dipole surrounds 
create a spacious surround "bubble" 

rare in this class. Terrific center-channel 
intelligibility with stunning aesthetics and a 
smooth midrange. Some may quibble over 
the heavy handed subwoofer and upper 
bass dip, buf the CT110 is a great value 
for a mini bundle. Optimized for on-wall 
mounting (optional stands are a hassle). 
TPV Issue 63 


Mirage Nanosat 

$800 * www.miragespeakers.com 
The Nanosat is the smallest and least 
costly of Mirage's omni-directional systems 
(where speakers radiate sound evenly in 
all directions), but don't let the small size 
and price fool you. These little guys sound 
big and spacious, throwing an extraordi- 
narily smooth, seamless surround-sound 
image, and their companion Nanosub 
subwoofer is a winner, too. Hear the system 
before buying it, however, to make sure 
omni-directional sound "clicks" for you. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 14 


KEF KHT 3000 

$1499 © www.kef.com 

The KHT 3000 continues KEF's tradition of 
Offering stylish, affordable, compact sur- 
round systems that are sonic overachievers. 
The KHT 3000 system introduces some 
new-for-KEF drive unit technologies, plus a 





70 


subtle variation on the traditional KEF “house 
sound.” Previous KEF systems have sounded 
warm and almost self-effacingly natural, 

but the KHT 3000 system gives noticeably 
greater emphasis to small transient and 
textural details. The system looks cool, too, 
with a subwoofer styled like a flying saucer. 
TPV Issue 72 


Epos ELS 

$1500 © www.epos-acoustics.com 
Consisting of Epos’ award-winning ELS 3 
mini-monitors, ELS 3C center channel, and 
stunning ELS subwoofer, this system has 





Polk Audio 
RM30-based system 
timbre, imaging, and bass performance 
competitive with those of much more costly 
ones (though offering less dynamic punch than 
some). Use the ELS sub’s Low Filler control to 
fine-tune low bass output for your room (easy 
does if). The Epos system offers great value 

for those who love both music and films. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 13 


Totem Acoustic Tribe 1 

on-wall speakers 

$1500/pair e www.totemacoustic.com 
Totem's Tribe 1 on-walls have the sleek, 

slim styling expected of "plasma" speak- 

ers, but despite their compact dimensions 
they play quite loudly, go surprisingly low, 
and produce rich, almost achingly beautiful 
fonal colors. The Tribes may not be accu- 

rate in the strict texibook sense of the word, 
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| but they're a blast to listen to, delivering 


a richer, more sumptuous and full-bodied 
sound than most other in-walls we've heard. 
TPV Issue 71 


Polk Audio RM30/RM302/RM101 
$1599.75 © www.polkaudio.com 

TPV Integration Editor Barry Willis found this 
compact system astounding. Willis says, “The 
RM30/302 combines startling clarity and 
dazzling dynamics with a huge, open radia- 
tion pattern,” adding that there is “absolutely 
no sense of sound confined in boxes.” The 
system's treble response is extended and 
slightly dry, but not brittle, while 
its midrange "is the essence of 
sonic neutrality.” One tip: For 
optimal sound go with Polk's 
PSW12 sub—not the PSW404 
sub Polk recommends. 

TPV Issue 71 


Definitive Technology 
ProCinema 1000 
$1649 © www.de- 
finitivetech.com 

At first you might think the ProCin- 
ema satellite/center channel 
speakers are truncated versions 
of the firm's popular Mythos speakers, but 
there's more to this system than first meets the 
eye. Sporting highly advanced mid-bass drivers 
(perhaps the best Definitive has ever made), 
plus tiny end-mounted passive radiators, the 
ProCinemas blow minds with their unexpectedly 
sophisticated and richly detailed sound. The 
matching sub is a powerhouse, foo, mean- 

ing this system has value written all over it. 

TPV Issue 69 


RBH Sound CT-MAX 

$1794 * www.rbhsound.com 

Some compact surround systems seem promis- 
ing, but lack the sonic "chops" to perform well 
on music; happily, RBH'S CT-MAX system is 

not one of them. The system features two-way, 
three-driver (D'Appolito-type mid/tweeter/mid) 
satellite and center channel speakers with small 
but beefy cast-metal enclosures. What most 








impressed TPV Managing Editor Arnie Williams 
was the way the CT-MAX system answered the 
challenges of music and films with sound com- 
parable to that of systems roughly twice the price. 
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$1795 © www.totemacoustic.com 
Totem’s aptly named DreamCatcher is a 
honey of a small home-theater rig. Attrac- 

tive and beautifully made, it consists of four 
identical front left/right and surround speakers, 
a relatively large center channel, and one 

of the tiniest yet most effective subwoof- 

ers we've heard. With stereo music, the 

sound is good enough to satisfy an audio- 
phile, while the surround-sound presenta- 

tion is open, dynamic, and convincing. 
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itysystems.com 
The Primus 360 system offers a broad combo 
of virtues, including bass that extends to 30Hz 
with enough slam to satisfy a WWF fan. The 
warmish, full-bodied midrange is musical, 
though the treble range sounds somewhat 
cold. It may not be as sophisticated or refined 
as some similarly priced mini-monitors, but 
the Primus corners the market for the hip-hop, 
“gotta party” crowd. Note: Next-genera- 
tion Primus models are expected soon. 
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$2200/pair « www.dynaudiousa.com 
The Contour S Rs are essentially small, high 
performance mini-monitors configured for 

wall-mount use, and they frankly challenged 
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our thinking about what on-wall speakers 
can do and be. The S Rs offer impressively 
neutral tonal balance, and they also resolve 
fine inner details in a manner reminiscent of 
the sound of expensive, high-end floorstand- 
ers. Match the S Rs with a sufficiently good 
sub and you'll have a high-end system 

that takes up almost no floorspace. 

TPV Issue 71 

Monitor Audio Radius 

$2495 e www.monitoraudio.co.uk 
Apart from the R270 floorstanders, most of 
Monitor's versatile Radius-series speakers can 
be mounted on walls or stands. The Radius 
family combines sleek, Scandinavian-like 
styling with the metal-alloy driver technol- 
ogy for which Monitor Audio is famous. The 
Radius system offers smooth, warm bass, 
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"The Kimber HD19 and DV24 cables simply 


outperformed all other brands in an 
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and unforced clarity and openness in the 
midrange. The system's tweeters, however, can 
be double-edged swords—great at retrieving 
transient information and details, but a bit too 
forward-sounding for some listeners’ fastes. 
TPV Issue 67 


Definitive Technology Mythos 
$2504 © www.definitivetech.com 
An all-aluminum slim-waisted looker that 
plays big, is exceptionally dimensional, and 
virtually disappears from view. It might be 

a little pinched in the dynamics department 
and the lighter tonal balance means it won't 
be mistaken for Krell LATs, but paired with 
DT's sprite-sized but spectacular Supercube 
III, it’s an ideal system for LCD 
and plasma displays up to 
50". Simply stated, the Mythos 
puts the flattery back in flat. 
TPV Issue 62 



























Focal-JMlab 

Chorus S 

$2635 * 
www.audioplusservices.com 
A system that offers "...a well- 
apportioned blend of warmth, 
clarity, soundstaging, dynamic 
power, and refinement," said 


impressive fit and finish. Large- 
scale orchestral pieces were 
reproduced without constric- 
tion or glare. The sensation of 
sumptuous warmth was one 

of the Chorus S system's hall- 
marks, making it a competitive 
alternative to cooler, clinical- 
sounding systems. The SW700 
subwoofer sacrifices some 
bottom-end extension for clarity 
and musicality but integrates 
well with the other speakers. 
TPV Issue 59 


RC-70 


PSB T55 
$2796 © www.psbspeakers.com 
Defined by its fine overall balance, PSB's T55- 


Energy 
Reference 


based surround system with SubSonic 6i sub- 
woofer once again hits the "V" spot—for value, 
that is. In stereo or multichannel applications 
the T55 dances with toe-tapping energy and dy- 
namics. There's a bit of the clinician at work in 
the system’s cooler treble balance, and sound- 
staging is unexceptional, but the refined center 
channel and the SubSonic 6i’s overall musicality 
more than make up for these small dingers. 

TPV Issue 59 


Energy Reference 

Connoisseur Series 

$3700 © www.energy-speakers.com 
Energy's Reference Connoisseur speakers 
proved a sonic epiphany of sorts for TPV 
Managing Editor Arnie 
Williams, who said, “The 
word refined... is an apt 
description of the sound 

of the entire Reference 
Connoisseur system. It was 
as if my provincial country 
abode had been visited by 
our distant sophisticated 
Manhattan-reared cousins." 
Williams explains his favor- 
able reactions by observing 
that the system "produced 
broad and deep sound- 
stages, placing individual 
instrumentalists and voices 
in realistic three-D spaces." 
TPV Issue 69 


Von Schweikert 

System 12 

$3745 ° www. 

vonschweikert.com 

The heart of System 12 

— is a near-full-range, 
2.5-way, stand-mounted 

YC/R speaker called the 

~~ LR-15—essentially 

a downsized version of Von Schweikert’s 

award-winning VR-2 floorstander. (The 

LCR-15's imaging and three-dimensional- 

ity may surpass that of the VR-2s.) Bundle 


three LCR-15s with a pair of dipole/monopole 
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surrounds and a fast, powerful sub, and 
you get a high-end surround system that 
sounds like it should cost more than it does. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 9 


Paradigm Reference Studio v3 
$3750-$5820 e www.paradigm.com 
The Paradigm Reference Studio v3 spells 
excellence for both music and movies. 

The soundfield is seamless, natural, and 
well-balanced. The system has the smooth 
tonality, resolution, and refinement required 
for high-end music listening, combined with 
the exceptional dynamics and deep, clean 
bass necessary for movie-watching. At 
press-time, Paradigm announced v4-se- 
ries Studio models with improved tweeters 
and all-new aluminum mid-bass drivers. 
TPV Issue 57 and 69 


Triangle Odyssey Major 

$3799 © www.triangle-fr.com 

The French-made Triangle Odyssey Ma- 

jor satellite/subwoofer system conveys a 
quintessentially Gallic joie de vivre through its 
uncannily lively sound and natural, organic 
warmth. TPV Audio Editor Chris Martens says 
the Odysseys handle music with finesse, and 
bring "film soundiracks alive in ways lesser 
systems cannot." The system as configured 
offers great value thanks to special Triangle 
pricing, but consider upgrading by substitut- 
ing Triangle’s larger Meteor 0.1.5 subwoofer. 
TPV Issue 63 and AVguide monthly 16 


DALI IKON 

$3980 * www.dali-usa.com 

The DALI IKON speaker family makes a classic 
example of technology trickle-down in ac- 

tion. Featuring hybrid tweeter modules based 

on 1-inch fabric dome tweeters and ribbon 
super-tweelers, plus mid-bass drivers whose 
diaphragms are made of a wood-pulp compos- 
ite, the Ikons sport technologies first introduced 
in DALI's more expensive Helicon speakers 
(recommended, below). The exciting news is that 
IKONs come tantalizingly close to the sound of 
their bigger brothers, but at a fraction of the price. 
TPV Issue 69 
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$3980/pair © www.thielaudio.com 
The Viewpoint from famed designer Jim 
Thiel is a “plasma” speaker like no other. 
The innovative Viewpoint features custom 
extruded aluminum cabinets that match the 
cosmetics of various flat panel displays, while 
incorporating Thiel’s advanced technology 
drive units. The speaker uses a woofer that 
angles to the wall with a coaxially mounted 
tweeter from Thiel’s top-of-the-line CS 7.2 
floorstanders. The sound has all the clarity, 
detail, and delicacy you'd expect from Thiel. 


$4435 * www.audioplusservices.com 
The deluxe cabinet detailing comple- 

ments the Cobalt-S's dynamic, sophisti- 
cated sound. At home with stereo as well 

as high-resolution multichannel sources, 

the S system is easy fo drive even with 
low-powered electronics. Equipped with the 
Tioxid 5 tweeter, the Cobalt S offers excel- 
lent dispersion, fine dialogue articulation, 
and seamless surround performance. 


$4742 * www.psbspeakers.com 

More than many "plasma" speakers, PSB's 
VisionSound models offer serious dynamic 
wallop and the rich, suave sound quality 
you'd expect from a big freestanding speaker 
system. The VisionSound modules are also 
extremely versatile because they ship with 
adjustable wall-mount brackets and center- 
channel feet, and can easily be converted 
for vertical, tabletop use via an optional 
bolt-on pedestal-type stand kit. Significantly, 
the VisionSounds provide switch-select- 
able crossover settings that optimize the 
speakers for normal or on-wall use. 


$6285 © www.sumikoaudio.net 
Many enthusiasts have admired Sonus faber speak- 
ers from afar, but the mid-priced Domus system 





now makes the famous Sonus faber sound more 
accessible than ever before. TPV senior contribut- 
ing writer Neil Gader says “the Domus Concerto is 
expressive on macro and micro levels, and its se- 


ductive warmth is non-fatiguing across the octaves. 


Gader appreciated the Domus Center speaker, 
whose distinctive midrange driver sounds great, 
as well ihe "unified family voicing of the system." 
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$6850 9» www.bwspeakers.com 
Comprising the 703 (main), 705 (sur- 
round), HTM 7 (center), and ASW 750 sub, 
B&W's new 700 system can be mixed and 
matched to suit your room size and budget. 
As usual, B&W has done an excellent job 
designing a range of speakers that mate 
with each other in timbre and dynamics. 








Introducing CinemaSITE™ by RBH. 


CinemaSITE (Signature In-wall Theater Environment) is high-quality furniture- 
grade cabinetry featuring RBH’s highly acclaimed Signature Series in-wall 
speakers. CinemaSITE can be installed in a few hours rather than days 
or weeks and is available in natural cherry, mahogany or can be custom 
finished to match virtually any décor. 


All speakers and subwoofers are concealed in cosmetically and acoustically 
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This is a highly listenable system that can 
also be dynamically explosive as well as 
quite enveloping with surround sources. 
TPV Issue 54 


KEF KHT 9000 ACE 

$7300 * www.kef.com 

KEF's KHT 9000 speakers are compact 
enough for wall-mounting, although 
ACE technology helps them sound much 
larger than they are. But the big news 

is the system's sonics, which strike 

that delicate balance between smooth- 
ness and naturalness on the one hand, 
and definition, focus, and clarity on the 
other. Even if this system weren't incred- 
ibly clever, compact, and convenient 
(which it is), you'd want it for its sound. 
TPV Issue 56 


PSB Platinum M2 

$8396 © www.psbspeakers.com 
It’s hard to think of how S8k could be 
better spent in pursuit of the multichan- 
nel experience. The aluminum-sheathed 
Platinum M2 L/Rs, C2 center, and S2 
surrounds aren't ruffled by any mul- 
tichannel source, reproducing the 
weight, majesty, and complexity of 
music and soundtracks in stereo or 
5.1. The entire system blends seam- 
lessly with the Subsonic 10 subwoofer. 
TPV Issue 52 


DALI Helicon 400 

$9860 * www.dali.dk 

A premium, floorstanding 2.5-way that 
is as beautiful to look at as it is to listen 
to. The Helicon 400s combine warmth, 
ultra-quick transients, low-level resolu- 
tion, full-bodied bass, and one of the 
most open top ends in any class, courtesy 
of DALI's unique ribbon-super-tweeter/ 
dome-tweeter module. Though excep- 
tionally uncolored due in part to their 
rigidly braced cabinets, the DALIs have 
a slight midbass bloom that mandates 
careful setup in medium-sized rooms. 
TPV Issue 56 
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Meridian DSP33 

$14,445 e www.meridian-audio.com 
A relatively compact and highly civilized 
powered speaker system, Meridian's DSP33 
includes the DSP33 (main and surrounds), 
DSP33C (center), and D1500 (subwoofer). To 
take full advantage of the on-board 24-bit/ 
96kHz digital-to-analog converters, the system 
begs for a Meridian digital processor. Taking a 
long-term view, Meridian has made the system 
fully software-upgradeable via RS232 ports. 
The plain black cabinet design is nothing to 
write home about, but the sound is—open, 
remarkably dynamic, and very detailed. 

TPV Issue 34 


Revel F52 
$14,491 © www.revelspeakers.com 
"A dual-purpose system... worth exploring in 


depth,” wrote Anthony Cordesman—very detailed, 


excellently matched in timbre, consistent in 


vertical and horizontal dispersion, with prodigious 


dynamic reserves and LF extension. The full- 
range F50a successfully anchored a multichan- 
nel system that included M20 surrounds and a 
C50a center speaker. Revel's sophisticated B15a 


subwoofer features parametric EQ. If you have the 


room and paycheck, "this is the kind of system 
you should buy," concluded Cordesman. F52, 

C52, and M22 replace F5Oa, C50a, and M20. 
TPV Issue 53 


In-wall/in-ceiling 





Loudspeaker Systems 


OEM Systems Preference K-5LCR 


$299/each e www.oemsystems.com 
The Preference K-5LCR is an open-back in-wall 
intended for use with mid-sized flat-panel 
displays. Dual 51/4-inch midwoofers produce 
surprisingly deep bass; a 1-inch Tetoron tweeter 
aids the spacious soundstage. Well-built and 
easy to install, they compete favorably with 
many more expensive products. "Tuning" with 
insulation in the wall in which they are mounted, 
and careful blending with a subwoofer are 
useful tricks to get the most out of the K-5LCR. 
TPV issue 67 





Angstrom Ambienti AV-6.5 
$599/pair 
www.angstromloudspeakers.com 

This affordable little two-way is the giant killer 
of in-walls, offering expressive dynamics 
and an articulate, engaging sound that puts 
some much more expensive competitors 

to shame. Not capable of true deep bass, 
the Angstrom can be quite compelling 

when coupled with the right subwoofer. 

TPV issue ó7 


BG PD-6 

$599 e www.bgcorp.com 

The PD-6 combines the thrust of a Kevlar 
dynamic driver with BG’s own 3" planar- 


EIT ! 





Angstrom Ambienti AV-6.5 


magnetic ribbon for clean open mids and 
sweet highs, with excellent overall disper- 
sion characteristics and a broad sweet 
spot. Designed for in-wall or in-ceiling 
installations. Solid value and build-quality, 
but make sure you include a subwoofer. 
TPV issue 62 


PSB CW180R 

$599 each e www.psbspeakers.com 
The open mids and highs and dual- 

level controls are the prime attributes 

of PSB's coaxial in-wall. The pivoting 
SonicGuide feature (a constant directiv- 
ity waveguide) makes the PSB ideal for 
both in-wall and in-ceiling mounting. 
Horizontal dispersion could use some 
improvement, and while bass response 
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is better than average, the system still 
requires a sub for the deepest extension. 
PSB offers in-wall subwoofers as well. 
TPV issue 62 


Definitive Technology UIW RLS II 
$650 each e www.definitivetech.com 
A well-constructed largish two-way 
in-wall, the UIW RLS II offers wide 
horizontal dispersion, sweet highs and 
superb midrange clarity, but less than 
adequate bass. Several hours of break- 
in can improve midrange warmth and 
apparent bass extension, but a sub- 
woofer is still necessary for real bass. 
TPV issue 67 


DALI Euphonia IWS3 Phantom 
$1600 each © www.dali.dk 

This great-sounding speaker features 
DALI’s “hybrid tweeter” with a propri- 
etary wood-fiber composite woofer, in 

a heavily damped and braced sealed 
aluminum enclosure. The Phantoms 
create a deep, seductive soundstage, 
with natural harmonics, a sweet top end, 
and compelling rhythm and drive. A soft 
low-frequency rolloff helps create the illu- 
sion of more bass than they can actually 
deliver. Extremely revealing and easy to 
listen to long-term, the Euphonia IWS3 
Phantom is a world-class contender. 

TPV issue ó5 


MartinLogan Voyage 

$1995 each * www.martinlogan.com 
One of the best in-wall speaker we've 
reviewed to date, MartinLogan's Voyage 
combines two 8-inch woofers with a pair of 
"advanced thin film" (ATF) electromagnetic 
midrange drivers and a center-mounted 

ATF tweeter that can be oriented toward 

the listening area. The Voyage combines 
the transparency of MartinLogan's fabled 
electrostatics with the dynamics of high- 
end freestanding box speakers. Stunning 
contemporary design and ease of installation 
make this speaker an in-wall champion. 
TPV issue ó3 








B&W CWM LCR8 

$2000/pair « www.bwspeakers.com 
A slender three-way that looks right at home 
flanking a 50” plasma display, the CWM 
LCR8 is highly revealing as long as it is op- 
erated above the THX cutoff point of 80Hz, 
with a subwoofer handling lower-octave du- 
ties. It can't be driven full-range in an open 
stud bay without an annoying amount of 
boominess, but does perform well in B&W's 
optional back box enclosure. Pleasing and 
very musical when properly installed. 

TPV issue 67 


Totem Acoustic Inner Spirit 
$2295/pair e www.to- 
temacoustic.com 

A compact two-way in a sealed aluminum 
enclosure, the Inner Spirit compensates 
for its plain looks with audiophile-grade 
parts: a 5-inch Revelator woofer and a 
1.14-inch SEAS soft-dome tweeter. Terrific 
transparency, a faut mid-bass response 
and three-dimensional soundstaging 

are this speaker's strong suits. As is true 
for many small two-ways, a subwoofer 

is necessary for full range sound. 

TPV issue 67 








Sonance Ultra2 In-Wall 
$5800 © www.sonance.com 
Sonance Cinema Ultra 2 Series speak- 
ers are available in two models: the LCR 
for left, center, and right front chan- 
nels; and the SUR for left/right surround 
and left/right surround-back channels. 
When permanently installed in a wall 

the Sonances virtually disappear, while 
sounding as good as many floorstand- 
ers, thanks to their ABS enclosures, which 
help eliminate the “sound of the wall.” 
TPV issue 56 


Polk Audio PSW12 
$399.95 e www.polkaudio.com 
For enthusiasts considering Polk Audio's 
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RM30/302/101 speaker system (see 
recommended Loudspeakers, above), 
this is the subwoofer to buy instead of the 
PSW404 subwoofer that Polk Audio rec- 
ommends. Why the change? Because the 
PSW12 simply sounds better and costs 
less. Who wouldn't like that equation? 
TAS, Issue 159 


PSB SubSonic 5i 

$549 e www.psbspeakers.com 
At this point no one should be surprised 
by what this Canadian speaker company 
can do in the lower-price range. Even so, 
the performance of this sub is semi-un- 
believable. Extension, dynamic slam, 
and good musicality from this 10-inch 
bass-reflex design make it the perfect 
match for misers with the Midas fouch. 
TPV Issue 48 


Epos ELS Active 

$700 * www.epos-acoustics.com 
Conceived as the subwoofer for Epos’ ELS 
surround system, the ELS Active Subwoofer 
turns out to be a versatile, affordable all- 
rounder that offers benchmark performance. 
Bluntly, this subwoofer goes lower, with better 
articulation and control, than most others 
at its price. Featuring a stiff, well-damped 
10" woofer mounted in a heavily-braced, 
sealed enclosure, and a 300W amplifier 
housed in an isolated chamber, this sub- 
woofer sounds potent and very clean. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 13 


REL Q108E 

$749 e www.sumikoaudio.net 

One of the smallest subs from England’s 
REL is a champ in ifs category. Though 

a mere 10" cube, the Q-108E is ca- 
pable of reproducing information down to 
20Hz with both power and definition. A 
plethora of hookup options allow for both 
line- and high-level (in series with the 
amplifier) connections, meaning you can 
optimize this little guy for both home-the- 
ater and music use—simultaneously. 
IPV Issue 49 
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Atlantic Technology 10 

CSB Corner Subwoofer 

$900 © www.atlantictechnology.com 
Voiced and physically configured specifi- 
cally for use in the corners of listening rooms, 
the 10 CSB subwoofer is extremely easy to 
integrate with main speaker systems. Though 
perhaps not the last word in very low frequency 
extension, the 10 CSB has the remarkable 
property of disappearing within the room—so 
that bass seems to emanate from the main 
speakers and not from the subwoofer at all. 
Review pending 


to-please audiophiles might willingly embrace. 
The only catch is that the SUB250 sounds so 
clean that some listeners may be tempted to 
crank it up to the point where its woofer eventu- 
ally bottoms out. If you like movies and music 
played loud, consider using two of these. 

TPV Issue 71 


Totem Acoustic Storm 

$1000 © www.totemacoustic.com 

As compact subwoofers go, Totem's aptly 
named Storm does a much better than average 
job of finding the sweet spot between output, 





Definitive Technology Super- 
Cube Il and SuperCube | 

SC II $899/SC I $1199 
www.definitivetech.com 

Flexibility, extension, and affordability—it 
doesn't get much better than that. With dual 
8-inch passive radiators, the Cube Il mixes 
the precision of a sealed-box sub with the 
additional oomph of a ported enclosure. The 
1250W amplifier (1500W for SuperCube 1) 
guarantees that current flow is generous. 
SCI, TPV Issue 42; SCII, TPV Issue 48 


Dynaudio SUB250 

$1000 e www.dynaudiousa.com 

The stylish Dynaudio SUB250 from Denmark 
offers lightning fast transient response, terrific 
pitch definition, and quite decent low frequency 
extension. In short, it is a sub that even hard- 








Dynaudio Contour S Rs and SUB250 


on the one hand, and tunefulness, on the other. 
This woofer makes an ideal complement to 
Totem's Tribe-series on-wall speakers (see 
recommended Loudspeakers, above). Like the 
Tribes, the Storm is voiced somewhat on the 
warm side of neutrality, so users should experi- 
ment with placement to achieve optimal clarity 
and avoid overly-prominent mid-bass sound. 
TPV Issue 71 


James EMB-1000 

$1595-$1995 
www.jamesloudspeaker.com 

Using a clever dual-woofer technique, the 
James EMB-1000 delivers a huge amount of 
extremely clean bass. Even at high playback 
levels, it maintains its composure. The EMB- 
1000 is not only a great theater sub, but its 
musical performance is also outstanding. 
TPV Issue 48 











$1699 © www.definitivetech.com 
Definitive's flagship SuperCube Reference is at 
heart an audiophile's subwoofer that combines 
the cat-quick reflexes of Jet Li with the man- 
mountain clout of an all-pro linebacker. This 
subwoofer goes below 20Hz with authority, 
and its output capabilities approach those 

of four (!) Definitive SuperCube | subs. 


TPV lecua ^4 
E v lo JUI V4 


$2600-$2700 © www.jlaudio.com 
Our recommendation for the 115-pound, 1500 
watt Fathom f1 12 is based on preliminary listen- 
ing experiences. The f] 12 features a 12-inch ultra 
long-throw woofer in a sealed enclosure. High 
output levels and very low frequency extension 
are easily achieved. In fact, the f1 12 provides a 
20Hz trim control that gives a -10/+5 dB range 
of adjusiment. Though capable of real finesse, 
f112s are frequently demonstrated at nutball 
volume levels, sn because they can be. 


‘lam lliata 
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$2499 © www.velodyne.com 

A highly flexible, high-output subwoofer that 
arrives complete with microphone, mike 
stand, signal generator, and on-board 8-band 
equalizer, which makes room-optimization 

a snap. Reviewer Tom Martin thought the 
low bass *...had the shuddering, air-moving 
quality that you hear at times in live perfor- 
mances." Midbass was controlled, solid, 
and pleasantly free of resonance. A seriously 
smart, high- nai subwoofer. 
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$2499 © www.psbspeakers.com 

The dual 10-inch-driver design of this overbuilt 
500W powerhouse hasn't met a bass note 
above 20Hz it can't handle—with either 
muscle or finesse. Musical on a grand scale 
with awesome dynamic punch. There's no 
id back to an everyday sub after this PSB. 
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| Reviewer Anthony Cordesman says the Revel 
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$2999 e www.revelspeakers.com 


“is more than a great subwoofer.” This 110- | 
pound fiffeen-incher provides a parametric 
EQ system that can correct for up fo three 

in-room bass response peaks. Below 100Hz ƏLƏ W-LITIE oliVel SySICITI 
the system resolves room interactions better $800 e www.slsloudspeakers.com 





than anything short of more sophisticated Featuring two-way, three-driver, ribbon 
devices such as the Tact TCS or Merid- tweeter-equipped satellite and center channel 
ian 861v.4. The result is near-seamless speakers, plus an unexpectedly solid 100 
integration in both satellite and full-range watt subwoofer, SLS's Q-Line Silver system 
applications. Equipped with both balanced sounds just ridiculously good for the money. 
and unbalanced inputs and outputs. Oh, and did we mention the package also 

?V Issue 53 includes a thoroughly competent 100Wpc 


AVR built by Sherwood? Those seeking a 
inlei o2 OMAMTol truly affordable yet still very much perfor- 
$4900 © www.thielaudio.com mance-oriented surround-sound system 











Breaking new ground in the bottom octaves should begin their search right here. 
is the long-awaited and superbly engineered TPV Issue 70 

592, the middle EN | 

child of Thiel's =a SST RUS 


growing SmartSub 


family. Sporting 5 

dual 10" drivers j ; Ip € rf 
and a kilowatt am- | A 

plifier, the SS2 also | 
offers leading-edge 
room-compensa- 
tion technology. | DESIGN & 
Though music is EEN 
the SS2's strong fee 
suit, its dynamic 
headroom, su- 
perior transient 


INNOVATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL CES 





definition allow it 
fo carry more than 
the usual quotient 
of film's dramatic 
impact. Includes 
connections for the 
Integrator—Thiel's 
microproces- 
sor-based active 
crossover. Comple- 
ments Thiel's SCS4 | 
LCR speakers. 
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CABLE TECHNOLOGY 


954-680-3848 * sales 9 wireworldcable.com 
www.wireworldcable.com 
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THE EDITORS' CHOICE AWARDS continued 


Editors’ Choice 


Rotel RSDX-02 

$1499 © www.rotel.com 

Space-saving simplicity and good sonics 
make this progressive-scan DVD player/5. 1- 
channel receiver combo a winner. Nearly 
grain-free, it has a freedom from treble edge 





and a comforting midrange warmth that are 
more than you expect at this price. DVD-A 
sonics are also excellent for this price range. 
Colorful OSD and a premium aluminum remote 
control boost this "DVD-ceiver's" value. 

TPV Issue 53 


KEF Instant Theater 

KIT100 System 

$1500 * www.kefamerica.com 

KEF's Instant Theater delivers 5. 1-chan- 

nel sound from a system comprising two 
main speakers, a powered subwoofer, and 

a DVD/tuner/ controller. How does it work? 
Forward-facing Uni-Q drivers in the main 
speakers supply front and center-channel 
information, while the reflected output of 
side-firing NXT drivers provides surround 
information. The result is a system that sounds 
fantastic on movies and fine on CD playback. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 8 


Interconnects and 

Speaker Cables 

Kimber Kable Hero 

interconnect 

$199/1-meter pair, Kimber Kable 4TC 


and 8TC Speaker Cable 4TC, 
$184/8-foot pair; 8TC, 








$288/8-foot pair 
www.kimberkable.com 

A sonic near-twin to the more costly Kimber 
select KS-1021, Hero yields by direct 
comparison only a tiny bit in sheer control, 
ultimate top-end transparency, and inner 
detailing to its pricier brother). The 8TC 
speaker cable has that elusive ability to 
remain musical no matter what is hap- 
pening fore or aft, ideally mediating detail, 


KEF KIT100 System 





liveliness, tonal neutrality, and dynamic 
contrasts, with a very realistic soundstage. 
IAS, Issue 138 and 146 


Synergistic Research 

Alpha Interconnect 

$199 per 1-meter pair 
www.synergisticresearch.com 

Balance and fransparency are ifs strengths, along 
with a rich midrange, and a sweet, smooth, and 
never forced or strident treble. The affordable 
Alpha will challenge some of the finest reference 
cables out there. 

TPV Issue 38 


Siltech Paris MXT Interconnect 
$199/1-meter pair 

Siltech New York MXT Speaker Cable 
$491/2.5-meter pair 
www.siltechcables.com 

The only tonal anomaly of this superb intercon- 
nect is a slightly recessed midrange. Otherwise, 
it has a smooth, tube-like sound that's not in 
the least sibilant, while the low-end is warm 
and solid. Siltech's New York MXT is sensibly 
weighted toward the midrange, and is basically 
neutral in balance with a slightly rounded treble. 
Virtually grain-free and one of the most harmoni- 
cally palpable and realistic in its price range, 

it also offers excellent low-level resolution. 

TAS, Issue 138 and 146 
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Nordost Blue Heaven Inter- 
connect and Speaker Cable 


| Interconnect, $199/1-meter pair; 


speaker cable, $495/8-foot pair 
www.nordost.com 

Nordost’s Blue Heaven interconnects excel 
at low-level detail, upper-octave smooth- 
ness, and transient speed. Expect to 

hear exceptional inner detail and nuance 
emerge from the velvety black and silent 
background. As a speaker cable, the Blue 
Heaven is to transparency what Windex is 
to a pane of smudged glass. A classic. 
TAS Issue 138 


AudioQuest Jaguar/ 

DBS Interconnect 

$300/1-meter pair, 

AudioQuest CV-6/DBS Speaker Cable, 
$400/8-foot pair 

www.audioquest.com 

The entry-level interconnect for AudioQuest’s 
battery-powered DBS (dielectric bias system) 
technology, the Jaguar has highs that are 
well defined yet sweet sounding; its bass 

is taut, yet possesses plenty of weight and 
warmth and a heaping helping of three-di- 
mensionality. DBS technology gives these 
cables a stable, perpetually “warmed up 

and ready to go” quality. Though not the last 
word in transparency, the Jaguars do a great 
job of balancing clarity and smoothness. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 2 


Equipment Racks 

and Stands 
Sanus SF26 Steel 
Foundation Speaker Stands 
$169/pair © www.sanus.com 
Sanus’ thoughtfully designed and beauti- 
fully executed SF-series speaker stands do 
everything you want a good set of stands 
to do, at a price that makes sense. Strong, 


rigid, and resonance-free, they include 
provisions for installing sand or lead-shot 


| damping, and are easy to assemble. 


AVguide Monthly, Issue 1 
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THE EDITORS' CHOICE AWARDS continued 


Billy Bags Equipment 

Racks and Media Racks 

$300 to $1200 (for Standard Series) 
www.billybags.com 

These sturdy, sensibly priced equipment racks 
lack state-of-the-art features but are effective, 
highly functional, attractive, and can be ordered in 
custom configurations. Optional lead-shot loading 
and spikes elevate performance. They also pro- 
vide massive storage for DVDs, CDs, or even LPs. 


Sanus Natural Furniture 

Audio Racks 

$329 (four shelf) to $379 (six shelf) 
WWW.Sanus.com 

Available in black, cherry, or maple, Sanus' 
Natural Furniture racks are handsome and af- 
fordable. The rigid frame and 1/4" glass shelves 
let your gear sound neutral and alive, while 

the open construction allows for good air flow 
and makes installation and hook-up a dream. 


Power Conditioners 


Monster Cable HTS-series 
Power Conditioners 

$199-$599 © www.monstercable.com 
Although we haven't auditioned every con- 
ditioner in Monster Cable's huge line, those 
we have heard have been extremely effective 
in lowering noise, smoothing tonal balance, 
and improving resolution—not to mention 
offering protection from voltage surges. 
AVguide Monthly, Issue 7 





Harmon Kardon Drive Play 





Tributaries TX-500 

$700 * www.tributaries.com 

A recent development from the Florida- 
based cable manufacturer, the TX-500 is 
a nicely laid out power conditioner with 
sufficient outlet for most home entertain- 
ment systems. A blue voltage meter on the 
front panel adds a touch of retro-cool. 
Review pending 


Richard Gray's Power Company 
400S MKII, 600S, 1200S, and 
Pole Pig 

$779, $1250, $2095, and $1095 
www.richardgrayspowercompany.com 
The RGPC 12008, 600S—or the smaller 
4008 MKIl—in combination with the RGPC 
Pole Pig, work to lower noise and improve 
detail without markedly inhibiting dynam- 
ics or adding a noticeable sonic signature. 
For those living in older houses, these 
Richard Gray products are like adding 
six-fo-twelve dedicated, lab-grade outlets 
to the ones you've got, without tearing 

up any walls or calling the electrician. 

TAS issue 144 


APC S-15 
$1895 © www.apc.com 

A marvel of design and engineering, the 
S-15 supplies battery backup power for 
always-on devices like DVRs. Intended for 
big home theater systems 
with many components, 
the S-15 looks very much 


20064 


2PerfectVision 
Editors’ Choice 


like a high-end power amp, with unex- 
celled noise reduction and surge protection 
capabilities. APC’s connected-equipment 
warranty is among the best in the industry. 
Review pending 


Audience Adept Response 

AC Power Conditioner 

$3800 © www.audience-av.com 
This high-end conditioner filters the 
incoming AC as well as isolates each of 
the 12 hospital-grade AC outlets from 
each other. The result is a cleaner overall 
sound, better bass definition, a more spa- 
cious presentation, and greater ease and 
involvement. Expensive, but worth it. 
TPV issue 63 


Convergence 
Products 


iPod/mp3 
Player-related Products 


Harmon Kardon Drive + Play 
automotive iPod system 

$199 + installation. 
www.harmonkardon.com 

There are many different ways of hook- 
ing in iPod into a car stereo, but Harman 
Kardon's Drive + Play system is one of 
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rfectVision 


Editors Choice 


the most stylish. If uses a monochrome 
LCD that mounts on the dash, making it 
easy fo view track information, and the 
controller imitates the circular movement 
on an iPod control pad. It connects to 
your stereo via the internal FM modulator 
or auxiliary input connection. Solid sound 
and a smart interface make this system a 
winner in the iPod-to-auto audio category. 
TPV Issue 70 


Monitor Audio iDeck Speakers 
$150 © www.monitoraudio.com 
Monitor Audio's iDeck is a miniature 
high-end audio system with sophisticated 
two-way speakers and a low distortion 
amplifier in its dock module. The result? 
Superb sound in a small package, at a great 
price. Even in mid-sized rooms, the iDeck 
produced a smooth, articulate midrange, 
crystalline highs, and a good measure 

of bass. The iDeck 





gets extra points for having a mini-jack 
input, so it can be used with any digital 
audio player, CD/DVD player, or PC. 
TPV Issue 66 


Polk I-Sonic 

Entertainment Center 

$599 © www.polkaudio.com 

Polk's I-Sonic might look like a "table 
radio," but this diminutive table-top unit is 
packed with 21st-century capabilities, high 
technology, and surprisingly great sound. 


a 
zw 





In addition to receiving AM and FM, the 
|-Sonic offers XM Satellite Radio, HD Radio, 
a CD player, and even the ability to play 
DVDs. You can thus use the |-Sonic to drive 
a small (or second-room) home theater, 
and get better sound than is possible from 
your television. The |-Sonic’s sound quality 
is stunning for its size, with deep, rich, and 
well-defined bass. You don't even have to 
sit in front of the unit to hear the smooth 
tonal balance, thanks to the |-Sonic’s two 
forward-firing and two rear-firing speakers. 
TPV Issue 72 





Media Servers, Media Center 
PCs, Media Distribution Systems 


Cambridge Audio Azur 
640H media server 
$1399 © www.cambridge-audio.com 
Despite a small-ish 160GB hard drive, 
somewhat excessive fan noise, and 
user interface limitations, the 
Azur 640H is one of our 
favorite media servers 
because if is reasonably 
priced, supports server- 
to-server networking in 
multi-room applications, 
|] and—above all—offers 
| superb sound quality. 
Running production 
changes should 
soon address user 
interface and fan noise issues. 
TPV Issue 71 


Hewlett-Packard z560 

Digital Entertainment Center 
$1799 © www.hp.com 

HP's Digital Entertainment Centers (DECs) 
are media-center PCs encased in consumer- 
electronics-like enclosures. Reviewer Scott 
Wilkinson found the 2556 worked quite 
well—that is, when the DVI connection wasn't 
confounded by incompatibilities between the 
PC and some CE displays. The new z560 
includes an HDMI output, more powerful CPU 


and graphics card, and more system memory. 
Replaces 2556, TPV Issue 67 


Olive Musica media server 
$1099 © www.oliveus.com 

A combination audiophile-quality CD player/CD 
burner and 160-gigabyte hard-disk recorder, 
the Olive Musica is one of the more tech- 

savvy servers on the block. With Ethernet and 
wireless capability, it enables three-way music 
streaming within a local area network, and 
provides several levels of recording quality, from 
bare-bones MP3 to compression-free RAW files. 
TPV Issue 68 


Yamaha MCX-2000 

MusicCast media server 

$2,200 + $600 per MCX-A10 client 
www.yamaha.com 

Setting up multi-zone audio systems is 
normally a complex and expensive proposi- 
tion. With the Yamaha MCX-2000 media 
server and a wireless MCX-A10 client, you 
can create an easy-to-use, effective system 
on the cheap. The 160GB server supports 
up fo five remote, wireless clients, which 
can be used fo control the server or vice 
versa. The Yamaha's versatile playback 
options include Internet radio and built-in 
FM and XM satellite radio tuners. With 
intuitive recording and playback controls, 
very good sound quality, and an easy, 
straightforward setup, the MCX-2000 is 

a solid choice for multi-zone audio. 

TPV Issue 70 


Earbuds/Headphones 


Grado Labs SR60 and 

SR80 headphones 

$70/$95 © www.gradolabs.com 

The Grado SR60 and SR80 headphones are 
legendary for their performance and value, and 
either of them will bring out the best in any 
style of music. With deep, clean bass and a 
wonderful all-around balance, these retro-styled 
headphones are both priced under $100. 

TPV Issue 69 
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Sennheiser MX400 ear buds 
$10 © www.sennheiser.com 

The Sennheiser MX400 earbuds are a great 
value, and have a nice clean sound, with 
excellent midrange and treble. The bass is 
adequate, but won't blow you away. The 
earbuds fit snug and comfortable and come 
with a winding, 3-ff long cord and case. 
TPV Issue 69 


Other Components & 
Software 


Acoustic Energy Wi-Fi radio, 

$299 © www.acoustic-energy.co.uk 
The Acoustic Energy WiFi Radio is a small, 
attractive standalone device that uses WiFi fo put 
more than 3000 international radio stations at 





your fingertips. 
Using the rotary control knob, you can 
view the stations by country or genre on the LCD 
display. The radio taps into stations on the (con- 
siantly updated) Reciva online radio database. A 
smart, simple, and effective device that lets you 
easily explore music from around the world. 
TPV Issue 71 





Nero 7 Ultra Edition 

Disc Burning Suite 

$99 © www.nero.com 

Nero is a multimedia package that does 

a little bit of everything, and all of it well. 
Disc-mastering and copying is still Nero's 
core function, and it supports a wide range 
of data, video, audio, and mixed-mode 
formats — MP3, WMA DVDs and Blu-ray 
data discs among them. Nero 7 Ultra is a 
significant update to this powerhouse multi- 
media package, and offers a whole slew of 
features for watching, copying, editing, and 
managing your audio and video content. 
TPV Issue 71 


Sony DVP-FX810 portable 

DVD player 

$200 * www.sonystyle.com 

An 8-inch screen is right in the sweet spot for 
a portable DVD player, and the DVP-FX810 
features a screen that swivels right-to-left 180 
degrees. With a good set of headphones, the 
surround sound is convincing and palpable, 
and CDs also display a full, balancd sound. 
With all of the control buttons situated right 
below the screen, and an above-average 
remote, you won't have trouble managing 
your playback and settings. Battery life on this 
player was tops in our survey, and the stylish 
looks and inexpensive price point round out 
an impressive package from Sony. 

TPV Issue 69 


RCA DRC630N portable 

DVD player 

$229 © www.rca.com 

Portable DVD players are so inexpensive that 
you can now get a dual-screen player cheaper 
than you could a single-screen player a few 
years back. The RCA DRC630N is one such 
player, with super-sharp 7-inch screens, and 
some cool bells and whistles to boot. The unit 
includes a gamepad and 30 onboard games 
that can be played while the other screen is 
playing a movie. A canvas tote bag, AC adapter, 
car power cord, headrest mounts, and assorted 
AN interconnect cables are also included. 

TPV Issue 69 








Palm TX PDA 

$300 © www.palm.com 

With WiFi and Bluetooth support, the Palm 
TX is one of the most affordable dual-wire- 
less PDAs on the market, and its straight- 
forward, elegant design make it a pleasure 
to use. The TX is loaded with applications, 
including an enhanced PIM suite, a media 
player for photos, audio, and video, the 
VersaMail mail client, and the Palm Blazer 
web browser. The 16-bit color TFT screen 
is easy to view both indoors and out, and 
it's light enough to carry in a shirt pocket. 
TPV Issue 72 


Squeezebox 3 

Network Music player 

$300 * www.slimdevices.com 

If you are looking for a versatile, inexpen- 
sive system for playing high-quality digital 
audio throughout the house, the Squeeze- 
box is an elegant, powerful device. Using 
WiFi, this small device streams music from 
networked PCs to any stereo (or amplified 
speaker) you hook it into. On a clear, bright 
vacuum fluorescent display you can search 
and scroll tracks via remote. With a 24-bit 
Burr Brown DAC and digital outputs, the 
Squeezebox will satisfy audiophiles, and 
its file format support includes MP3, AAC, 
WMA, Ogg, as well as lossless formats 
such as FLAC, WMA, and AAC lossless. 
TPV Issue 71 








Philips PET102 

portable DVD player 

$350 e www.philips.com 

In the portable DVD player realm, a 10-inch 
screen is one of the largest you can buy, 
and the PET102 has one of the best and 
brightest portable screens we've seen here 
at TPV. The picture is vivid, with excellent 
color fidelity and saturation. In the virtual 
surround sound mode with earphones, the 
imaging, separation, and clarity of sound 
is also impressive. The PET102 is chock- 
full of inputs and outputs, and will play 
just about any file format you throw at it. 
TPV Issue 69 





www .theperfectvision.com Winter 2007 


81 








EE [oshiba /2HM196 
EN v. 72" DLPRPTV 








Big Beautiful Behemoth 


t Toshiba's dealer 
line show this 
year, the com- 
pany announced updates 
to its TALEN (Toshiba 
Advanced Light Engine) 
line of 720p DLP RPTVs as 
well as the two TALEN XHD 
1080p models. These sets 
are very appropriate for HD 
DVD and Blu-ray content— 
theres nothing quite like 
watching 1920x1080 content 
on a 1920x1080 display. At 
72 inches, the 72HM196 
is the larger model, and 
it requires a pretty big 
room to feel at home. 


Features 

The input complement is 
ample, with two HDMI, 
two component, two S- 
video, two composite, and 
two RF, which feed the 
integrated ATSC/NTSC 
(terrestrial) and QAM (un- 
encrypted digital cable) 
tuners. Unlike some 1080p 
RPTVs, this one cannot ac- 
cept a 1080p signal at the 
HDMI input. Also included 
is an Ethernet jack for me- 








dia file sharing on a home network 
as well as a CableCARD slot. To 


Toa ene 


Be sure to select the Narurat picture- 
size setting to enable 1:1 mode 


| compensate for the CableCARD's 

| incompatibility with the service 
providers electronic program 
guide, Toshiba provides access to 


the free TV Guide On Screen EPG. 


| 
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All 2006 Toshiba DLP RPTVs 
measuring 50 inches or more and 
all REGZA LCD TVs include the 
company’s new PixelPure Hi-Bit 
processing, which uses 12-bit 
resolution (up to 14 bits internally) 
instead of the more common 8 


or 10 bits to achieve smoother 
gradations and transitions as 
well as better noise reduction. 
Another technology touted by 
Toshiba is Xtreme BLAC (Black 
Level Aperture Control). “Aper- 
ture control” sounds like dynamic 





contrast to me. Sure enough, there 
is a DYNAMIC CONTRAST control in 
the user menu, which, as usual, I 
turned off for best performance. 
The TALEN XHD models pro- 
vide a new 150-watt lamp with a 
feature called Quick Restart. When 
this setting is enabled, the TV re- 
mains in standby mode for several 
minutes after you turn it off; if you 
turn it on again within that time 
frame, the picture appears imme- 
diately. If Quick Restart is off, it can 














take several seconds to several 
minutes for the picture to appear, 
depending on the situation. 


User Interface 

The remote is a fairly long design 
with the ability to control up to 
five devices other than the TV. It's 
fully iluminated. All the buttons 
have labels printed directly on 
them, so they can be seen when 
the backlight is on. However, a 


The menu system is simple and direct, with six 
main sections. Each time you enter the menu 
system, the section you were last in is the one 
that comes up, which is great. 





few have more than one func- 
tion, and the secondary labels 
are printed on the remote body, 
which means they can't be 
seen in the dark in any case. 
The button layout is fairly 
logical, and the buttons are 
mostly large and well sepa- 
rated, though there are a few 
elongated "double" buttons 
around the cursor control (push 
one end for one thing, the other 
end for something else), which 
is a bit cluttered and confusing. 
Unfortunately, this is yet another 
TV remote with an Input button 
instead of dedicated source- 
selection buttons. The good news 
is that the Input button calls up 
a list of the numbered inputs 
that you can select directly by 
pressing the corresponding 
number button, which is better 
than having to scroll through 
the inputs. Still, I'd much pre- 
fer to have direct input-access 
buttons rather than a universal 
remote with dedicated device- 
selection buttons like this one. 
In my view, manufacturers 
should not include universal re- 


Toshiba | (800) 531-38Tl | www.tacp.toshiba.com 








motes with their TVs. If a user wants 
a universal remote, there are much 
better ones on the market than 
those that come with TVs. Instead, 
manufacturers should dedicate the 
TV's remote to the TV and provide 
direct input-access buttons. This 
would make the remotes much 
easier to understand and operate. 
The menu system is simple 
and direct, with six main sec- 
tions. Each time you enter the 
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menu system, the section you 
were last in is the one that comes 
up, which is great. When you 
select a picture control to adjust, 
most of the menu disappears 
and the control moves near the 
bottom of the screen. However, 

it appears above the horizontal 
legend (indicating which buttons 
do what) that remains on the 
screen, obscuring more of the im- 
age than necessary. Also, if you 
adjust the picture controls from 
their preset values in any picture 
mode, the mode changes to PREF- 
ERENCE, which could be confusing. 


Performance 
As usual, the 72HM196 came out 
of the box way too bright and 
way too blue. After taming the 
BRIGHTNESS and CONTRAST controls, 
the set exhibited a very good 
black level and peak contrast 
ratio (see "Measurements ). 
However, the ANSI contrast was 
not so good, which TPV's video 
specialist David Abrams suspects 
might be due to internal reflec- 
tions within the gray cabinet. 
Starting with the HOV Bench- 





The Last Word 





* 1:1 mode makes 1920x1080 con- 
tent look exceptionally detailed 
and sharp 

* Excellent deinterlacing 

* 12-bit processing results in smooth 
brightness gradients 


* User-adjustable grayscale very blue 
* Green primary very oversaturated 








Specifications 


* Technology: DLP 
e Screen Size: 72" 
* Pixel Resolution: 1920x1080 
* Contrast Ratio: Not Specified 
* Max. Light Output: Not Specified 
* Video Inputs: 2 HDMI, 2 component, 
2 S-video, 2 composite, 2 RF 
* Other Connections: CableCARD, Ethernet 
¢ Dimensions: 65.8" x 44.1" x 21.7" 
* Weight: 122 Ibs. 
e Warranty: 1 year parts and labor 
* Lamp Life: 6,000/8000 hrs. (high/low) 
* Price: $4999.99; replacement lamp, $199 


IResolution 
Black Level 
Grayscale Tracking 


[Color Accuracy 


Video Processing Quality 


lOverall Picture Quality (HD) 
lOverall Picture Quality (SD) 
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Excellent 


Notes: Grayscale rating based on pre-cal 
measurements; post-cal, it would be a 9. 
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Notes: Much less hot-spotting than 
some RPTVs, leading to higher viewing 
angle rating. 
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KEY 
© D65 


O ATSC-specified 
primaries 

e Measured 
primaries 


Notes: Green very oversaturated, other- 
wise color accuracy is good. 


| 
0.275 | 0.300 | 0.325 | 0.350 


).312 


KEY 


© D65 Pre-Calibration ® Post-Calibration 


Notes: Pre-cal grayscale tends strongly 
toward blue; post-cal close to perfect. 


Peak white level 
Full screen 
100 IRE window 


24.52fL 
24.39fL 
Black level 0.013fL 
Contrast ratio 


Peak 1876:1 
ANSI (checkerboard) 155:1 


Horizontal bandwidth 
HDMI/DVI 
Component 


37MHz 
18.75MHz 


Notes: Component input rolls off sooner 
than HDMI, especially in the color channels. 
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mark DVD to test the TV's video 
processor, the detail test looked 
very good, but the low-angle 
diagonals did not. Digital noise 
reduction was somewhat effec- 
tive—a setting of HIGH offered some 
improvement over Orr, and it didn't 
degrade the picture, so I left it on. 
The processor picked up 3:2 pull- 
down reliably, but not so quickly. 
The same was true for a 3:2- 
pulldown test clip in 1080i from 
HD DVD. However, once it did lock 
on, the clip looked exceptionally 
smooth, leading me to suspect 
that it must be performing inverse 
telecine instead of motion-adap- 
tive deinterlacing. Rather than 
trying to compensate for the 
extra unpaired fields in a 1080i/60 
signal, inverse telecine simply 
discards those extra fields and re- 
constructs the original film frames 
using only matched pairs of fields. 
Looking at a pixel-phase test 
pattern (which indicates the re- 
lationship between the imager's 
actual pixel structure and the 
pixels in the processed image), 
Dave and I determined that 
the NATURAL aspect-ratio setting 
looks like a 1:1 mode—that is, 
we were able to easily discern 
each pixel in the imager. How- 
ever, the optical system expands 
the picture beyond the edges of 
the screen, resulting in an over- 
scan of about 2.5 percent. This 
crops more than 30 pixels from 
each side of the image, which 
is a bit too much in my book. 
Turning to DVDs, Master and 
Commander looked great, with 
excellent shadow detail in the 
below-deck walk at the begin- 
ning and no false contouring 
in the transition to morning 
fog. The Mask of Zorro looked 
equally good, with no contour- 
ing in the blue backlight at the 
beginning. These observations 
were no doubt due to the set's 





12-bit processing. The color 
rendition was beautiful with 
the exception of greens, which 
were somewhat exaggerated. 

I love watching HD DVDs on 
a good 1080p display, and the 
72HM196 did not disappoint. 
Blazing Saddles exhibited all 
the detail and clarity endemic to 


READ MORE ONLINE: 


For Dave's calibration notes, go 
io WWW.avguide.com 


that title, with great color. (There 
isn't a lot of green in that mov- 
ie.) The grass in The Last Samu- 
rai was a bit overhyped, but 

not as much as I would expect 
from the measured primary (see 
"Color Accuracy"). Otherwise, 
that movie also looked spec- 
tacular—smooth and natural. 


Conclusion 
The importance of a 1:1 mode 
cannot be overstated when it 
comes to 1920x1080 content— 
without it, whatever scaling 
the processor does detinitely 
degrades the image. This is 
one reason the 72HM196 looked 
so good displaying HD DVDs 
(as long as its NATURAL aspect 
ratio was selected). Another 
factor is its apparent use of 
inverse telecine to deinter- 
lace 1080i content, resulting in 
smooth, artifact-free motion. 
The best grayscale it could 
achieve by adjusting only the 
user controls was distinctly 
blue, but a full service-level 
calibration brought it close to 
perfection. The green primary is 
very oversaturated, but it didnt 
seem to cause serious problems 
with normal program mate- 
rial. Overall, the 72HM196 is an 
exceptional set worthy of any 
room big enough to hold it. TPV 
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Outlaw Audio is a completely different kind of 
company. Our high performance home theater 
components are available only on the Internet. 
You don't listen to them briefly in a store, you 
audition them in your home, where it counts 
the most. 


While other Internet retailers sell home theater 
products, most of them are simply reselling the 
same merchandise available through traditional 


sales outlets. In contrast, the Outlaws design 
and build their own line of exclusive high 
performance products. The advantage of this 
approach is obvious. 


By selling directly to you without any middle- 
men, we eliminate the additional markup 
required to support a traditional "bricks and 
mortar" store. This allows us to offer substanti- 
ally more features and performance for lower 








prices than competing brands while offering 
world-class customer support and service. 


Ready to listen to the best? Then you are ready 
to ride with the Outlaws. 





Outlaw’ 


outlawaudio.com 
info/customer service 866-OUTLAWS 


The best values in Home Theater are just a mouse click away. 
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HL-5568/W 
56" DLPRPTV 














Heir Apparent 


amsungs latest line of 

1080p RPTVs are getting 

a lot of online buzz these 
days. The HL-S models are being 
praised as worthy successors to 
the previous HL-R line, which 
was itself very well-regarded. The 
company sent us the HL-S5687W 
to use in our review of the BD- 
P1000 Blu-ray player (see Issue 
70), and we decided to do a full 
review of the display as well. 


Features 

The video inputs are plentiful, 
with two HDMI (which can accept 
up to 1080p), two component, 


two S-video, three composite, 

one VGA, and two RF, which 

feed the internal ATSC (digital 
terrestrial) and NTSC (analog) 
tuners. Other connections include 
RS232 (for service only) and USB, 
which Samsung calls Wiselink, 

to let you view JPEG photos and 
listen to MP3 audio files on USB 
storage devices (though why you'd 
want to listen to MP3s on the TV's 
sound system is beyond me). 

Like all 1080p DLP RPTVs, this 
one uses what Texas Instruments 
calls SmoothPicture to reproduce 
all 1920x1080 pixels from a single 
DMD (Digital Micromirror Device) 


that has only 960x1080 mirrors. 
HP, the inventor of this technol- 
ogy, calls it “wobulation,” but 
the effect is the same: the entire 


If you have deficiencies in your color 
perception, a feature called Color 
Weakness might be able to compen- 
sate for it. 


960x1080 image is rapidly shifted 
back and forth to form a complete 
1920x1080 picture. Some people 
claim to see artifacts from this 
process, but I have yet to observe 
anything untoward in this regard. 
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One interesting aspect of the 
light engine is the color wheel— 
instead of two wedges each of 
red, green, and blue, the Sam- 
sungs wheel has five different 
color segments: red, green, blue, 
yellow, and cyan. This is part of 
what TI calls BrilliantColor. Sam- 
sungs wheel spins at 14,400 rpm 
on air bearings to reduce noise. 
I have to say that I saw virtually 
no rainbows, which could be 
due to the extra color segments. 

Samsung has been making 
a big deal of their DNIe (Digital 
Natural Image engine) image- 
enhancement processor since its 
introduction in 2003. Among oth- 
er things, DNIe provides a form 
of dynamic contrast by changing 
the black and white levels ac- 
cording to the average bright- 
ness of the image at any given 
moment. It also changes the color 
reproduction on the fly, performs 
noise reduction, and a plethora 
of other functions. In general, I 
prefer to turn it off, which you 
can do in the user menu. 

One very important feature in 
the HL-S5687W is a 1:1 mode that 
maps each pixel of a 1920x1080 


FACTOID! 


What TI calls Smooth Picture and 
HP calls wobulation, Samsung calls 
Cinema Smooth. 


signal onto one pixel of the dis- 
play, which is great for avoiding 
overscan artifacts. There's only one 
problem: this feature is essentially 
unavailable! It can only be en- 
abled in the service menu, to which 
users have no access. And even if 
its enabled, it is automatically dis- 
abled whenever the set is powered 
down! Previous generations of this 
RPTV had an accessible and per- 
sistent 1:1 mode, so this is a giant 
step backward for Samsung. (The 
88 series has a persistent 1:1 mode.) 


User Interface 

The remote is a standard Sam- 
sung design: long and fairly 
skinny, with the ability to control 
up to four other devices using 
codes in its database. Its not 
illuminated, though the most- 
used buttons are laid out in a 
reasonable manner. The MENU 
and Exir buttons are near the 
4-way cursor cluster, and MUTE 

is next to VOLUME Up/Down, which 
is good. Not so good is the single 
SOURCE button, which cycles 
through the inputs; I much prefer 
dedicated buttons that let you 
select the input you want directly. 

In my view, manufacturers 
should not include universal 
remotes with their TVs. If a user 
wants a universal remote, there 
are much better ones on the 
market than those that come 
with TVs. Instead, manufacturers 
should dedicate the TV's remote 
to the TV and provide direct 
input-access buttons. This would 
make the remotes much easier 
to understand and operate. 

The menu system is okay, but 
not great. Seven main sections 
appear in a scrolling bar across 
the bottom of the screen, each 
of which has its own menu and, 
in some cases, submenu. Every 
time you enter the menu system, 
it starts at the same section; some 
TVs enter the system at the place 
you last left, which I prefer. 

Some confusion might arise 
when looking for the normal 
picture controls (BRIGHTNESS, 
CONTRAST, etc.); these are avail- 
able by selecting the Mor item 
in the PICTURE menu, which also 
lets you pick the picture mode 
and color-temperature presets. 
When you select a picture control 
to adjust, the menu disappears 
and the control moves to the 
bottom of the screen as it should. 

One interesting section in 
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The Last Word 


* Excellent color, detail 
* Excellent subjective black level, 
shadow detail 


* No user-accessible 1:1 mode—even 
when enabled in service menu, it 
disables when powered down 


* Significant hot-spotting 


Specifications 


* Technology: DLP 

e Screen Size: 56" 

* Pixel Resolution: 1920x1080 

e Contrast Ratio: 10,000: 1 

* Max. Light Output: Not Specified 

* Video Inputs: 2 HDMI, 2 component, 2 
S-video, 3 composite, 1 VGA, 2 RF 

e Other Connections: RS232, USB 

* Dimensions: 50.87" x 35.67" x 16.34" 

* Weight: 68.4 lbs. 

* Warranty: 1 year parts and labor (in- 
home service, including lamp) 

e Lamp Life: Est. 6,000 hours 

* Price: $2999; replacement lamp, $199.99 


IResolution 

Black Level 
leravecale Trackina 
Color Accuracy 

Video Processing Quality 


| 
(Overall Picture Quality (HD) 


lOverali Picture Quality (SD) 


«Poor (C7oo10 Excellent 


Notes: Resolution score would be higher 
if 1:1 mode was available., 


ET 


5 6 7 10 


«Poor Good Excellent» | 


Notes: Hot-spotting reduces viewing 
angle rating; loss of available 1:1 mode 
reduces features rating. 
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ew: Samsung HL-S5687W 














KEY 

ab a 
_ primanes 
e Measured 
. primaries ^. 


Notes: Red slightly undersaturated, but 
color accuracy is good overall; calibra- 
tion got it even better. 


0.275 | 0.300 | 0.325 | 0.350 


KEY 


© D65 Pre-Calibration ® Post-Calibration 


Notes: Pre-cal tends slightly toward blue, 
but not bad; post-cal is nearly perfect. 


Peak white level 
Full screen 81.6fL 
100 IRE window 77.5fL 
Black level 0.025fL 
Contrast ratio 


Peak 3100:1 
ANSI (checkerboard) 207:1 


Horizontal bandwidth 
HDMI/DVI 37MHZ 
Component 37MHz 


Notes: High peak white level leads to im- 
pressive contrast ratio and better subjective 
black level than measurement indicates. 














the main menu is called MENU 
Map, which presents a list of 
the other main sections and the 
items in each of their menus. 
You can select any item in this 
manner, making it easier to 
find the control you want. 


Performance 

Of course, the out-of-the-box 
settings were wacko, way too 
bright and too blue. The best 
grayscale we could get with 
the picture-mode and color- 
temp presets was pretty good, 
but it was still a bit blue. 

Looking at the HQV Benchmark 
DVD, detail looked quite good, as 
did low-angle diagonals and the 
waving flag. Digital noise reduc- 
tion lowered noise slightly, but 
not enough to matter much. DNle 
actually increased the noise level, 
and it introduced some color shift, 
so I strongly recommend leaving 
it off. Horizontal video text crawls 
over film looked fine, but vertical 
crawls broke up rather badly. 

The processor picked up the 3:2 
pulldown cadence quickly and 
reliably with a 480i signal, but 
not with a 1080i signal from HD 
DVD. In fact, it seemed to miss the 
cadence entirely, though TPV's 
video specialist Dave Abrams 
thinks it got picked up at the 
very last instant of the clip. 

With the 1:1 mode disabled, 
the set exhibited some significant 
overscan as well as obvious band- 
ing ina 1080i 1-pixel-on/1-pixel- 
off pattern. With 1:1 enabled, the 
pattern was fully resolved with no 
problems, though there was still 
a bit of optical overscan—about 
] to 2 percent—which is fine. 

Watching DVDs, I thought 
the color was excellent—very 
natural and pleasing. Black level 
looked better than I would have 
expected from the measurement 
(see "Measurements"). I suspect 


this is due to the high peak white 
level, which results in a very high 
contrast ratio. Shadow detail was 
also surprisingly good, as evi- 
denced in the below-deck walk 
at the beginning of Master and 
Commander and the interior of 
the duck-blind observation post at 
the beginning of Star Trek: Insur- 
rection. I saw virtually no false 
contouring in the blue backlight 
that starts The Mask of Zorro or 
in the transition to a foggy morn- 
ing in Master and Commander. 
My observations were con- 
firmed with HD DVD: the subjec- 
tive black level was excellent 
in Constantine when the street 
lights go out as Constantine is 
explaining to Dodson about the 
battle between God and the Devil 
for humanity's soul. Detail and 
color were likewise excellent. 
The black of space was deep 





READ MORE ONLINE: 


For Dave's calibration notes, go 
io WWW.avguide.com 


and rich in Apollo 13 and The 
Chronicles of Riddick, which also 
exhibited good shadow detail. 
The one thing that continued to 
distract me was some significant 
hot-spotting, especially in the 
vertical direction. This limited the 
best viewing position to right in 
front of the screen's center point. 


Conclusion 

For the most part, the HL-S5687W 
is a worthy successor to the 
previous generations that were so 
highly regarded. Color, grayscale, 
detail, subjective black level, and 
shadow detail were all excellent. 
The primary drawbacks were the 
effective lack of a 1:1 mode and 
some serious hot-spotting. Other 
than that, this is a fine 1080p RPTV 
well worth consideration. TPV 
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NOT IN YOUR CLOSET. 
AND FOR GOODNESS SAKE, 


NOT IN YOUR HOME THEATER 


| Y 


ethereal 


GROW UP! wwwetherealhometheater.com 


Put aside your fears of power line noise and interference compromising your home theater's performance 
- and of your valuable equipment’s life being shortened by electrical spikes, surges and lightning. 
Ethereal's Zen Power Protection line uses advanced EMI/RFI filtration circuitry that delivers clean, noise-free 
AC power to provide the unsurpassed immersive experience for which you made your investment. As for 
state-of-the-art defense against severe power surges and lightning strikes, it’s all within Zen Power. 


ETHEREAL ZEN FILTERED POWER SOURCE 
WH SURGE SUPPRESSION 


joules A 





JOULES 
© 10 Outlets * 12 Outlets e 14 Outlets 
e | Primary Filter * | Primary Filler - © 2 Filters, Allowing Separation of Digital and Analog Devices 
* One 2-way High Speed Cable Coax Line Protection * LED Amperage Meter * Digital Amperage Meter 
* Three 2-way High Speed Cable Coax Line Protection * Three 2-way High Speed Cable Coax Protection 
^ e 2 High Current Outlets for Amplifiers, A/V Receiver, * 12 Volt Trigger For Activation By AV Receiver 
or Other High Current Components © 2 High Current Outlets for Amplifiers, A/V Receiver, or 


Other High Current Components 


All Models Include The Follwing Features: 
© EMI/RFI Power Protection * RJ45 (Network) 
e RJII(Phone) © Digital Voltage Meter 
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TiVo Series3 
HD DVR 


Scott 
Wilkinson 


TiVo: The Next Generation 





‘ve been a big fan of TiVo ever since it was first introduced in 1999. 


e ee—have wis À BS, 45m 
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Since then, I d every other TiVot have wished for a high- b ; DES pan de A E: SiC 
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def version. Now, finally, it has arrived, and I couldn't be happier. 

With a 250GB hard drive, the THX-certified Series3 HD Digital 
Media Recorder (DMR) can record 25 to 35 hours of HD or up to 
300 hours of standard-def material. There's also an E-SATA port for 
connecting an external hard drive, but its not yet active; look for 
this capability in a future software update. The Series3 includes 
tuners for ATSC/NTSC (digital and analog terrestrial) and cable 
signals (analog amd digital) with two CableCARD slots, allowing 
you to record two different programs simultaneously. Because this 
unit uses the TiVo electronic program guide (EPG), CableCARD's 
incompatibility with the cable provider's EPG is irrelevant. 

To update its EPG, the Series3 must communicate with TiVo Cen- 
tral via dial-up phone line or the Internet by connecting the Ethernet 
port to your home network. This also lets you schedule recordings 
from anywhere with Web access, and you can play MP3s and view 





* Superior user interface 
* Superb picture quality 
* Easy set-up process 


analog channels from EPG 


Specifications 
* Outputs: 1 HDMI, 1 component, 


] S-video, 2 composite, 1 TosLink digital 


audio, 2 analog L/R audio 

* Inputs: 2 RF (antenna, cable) 

* Other Connections: 2 CableCARD, 
Ethernet, 2 USB, 1 E-SATA 

* Dimensions: 16.5" x 3.4" x 12.6" 


| D] + Weight: 9.9 Ibs. 

INSIDERS TIP: JPEG photo files stored on ns Waranty: 90 days labor, 1 year parts 

other networked computers. Si rice: 
TiVo can record programs for you The Series3 simply re- 2 Kanutacturer information 
based on previous experience. cords the MPEG-2 digital L| TiVo 

bitstream from ATSC ter- ie (877) ENS 

JO 3 x 
restrial and digital cable signals. The unit can scale all input y 


resolutions to 1080i or 720p at the HDMI and component outputs, 
or it can pass whatever resolution comes in to those outputs. 

The peanut-shaped remote is well-organized and fully illumi- 
nated, with all labels on the buttons themselves so you can see them 
with the backlight on. The menu system is easy to navigate. I find 
the little noises it makes when you select something to be annoying, 
but its easy to turn them off. The ability to select programs to record 
by name is truly wonderful, as is the Season Pass feature, which 
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* No way to automatically delete all 
* Expensive 





records all episodes (or just first-run episodes) of any TV series. ; 7 Me 3a TED 
One of the best things about the user interface is how it handles fast- 
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forward and reverse shuttling, taking 
human reaction time into account. 
For example, as you fast-forward 
through a commercial break, you 
are looking at the images flashing 
by to see when the program returns, 
at which point you hit PLay. But 

by that time, you've gone past the 
beginning of the program segment. 
TiVo backs up and starts playback 

at a point before you hit PLAY to 
compensate for your finite reaction 
time, and the amount of time it backs 





up depends on how fast you were 
shuttling, because average human 
reaction time is fairly constant at 
about 200 milliseconds. I wish all 
DVR makers would implement this 
simple but ingenious little trick. 

I connected the Series3 to my 
home network and rooftop antenna, 
and it found all the stations in Los 
Angeles with ease. The included 
signal-strength meter is a big help in 
orienting an over-the-air (OTA) an- 





tenna, though invoking it temporar- 

ily disables all recording functions. 
The channel list merges all analog 

and digital channels. Unfortunately, 

there is no setting that tells the unit 

to list only the digital channels; I had 

to deselect them from the list one 

at a time. It seems an easy matter 

to update the software to include 

a setting to do this automatically, 

which I hope TiVo implements soon. 
After the easy-to-follow, step- 

by-step onscreen set-up process, it 

was time to watch some HDTV. The 





picture looked fantastic, including 
The Late Show with David Letter- 
man, The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno, Las Vegas, and many PBS 
programs (though Huell Howser 
is still hard to take, even in HD). 
OTA HDTV provides some of the 
best picture quality available, and 
it's free (except for the commercials, 
which TiVo makes it easy to skip). 


The TiVo Series3 HD DMR is one of a CT pa Tae die " 
the best ways I know of to enjoy that climate Tel.: (514) 259-1062 * Fax: (514) 259-4968 


TOTEM ACOUSTIC!  info@totemacoustic.com * www.totemacoustic.com 





content as well as digital cable. TPV 
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Sharp Aquos LC-G5D9DU 








DREAM THEATER 








n the race to produce ever bigger 

commercially available LCD 

flat panels, the lead is currently 
held by Sharp with the Aquos LC- 
65D90U. Other companies have 
demonstrated larger prototypes 


at trade shows, but you can actu- 
ally buy this 65-inch monster—that 
is, if you've got the scratch. At its 
recently reduced list price of $16,000 
(down from $21,000), its still the most 
expensive LCD panel on the market. 


Features 
The input complement is adequate, 


with one HDMI, one DVI, two i.LINK 


(IEEE1394), and two component 
along with one S-video, three com- 
posite, and three RF. The RF inputs 
feed the integrated ATSC, NTSC, 
and QAM (unencrypted digital 
cable) tuners, and the i.Link inputs 
can be used with D-VHS VCRs or 
other 1394 devices. Interestingly, the 
DVI audio input is a single stereo 


quarter-inch jack, not two RCA jacks. 


Also included is a CableCARD 
slot. Because current CableCARD 
technology does not allow the 
use of the cable service providers 
electronic program guide (EPG), 
Sharp provides access to the TV 





Guide On Screen free EPG. 

The panel itself embodies Sharps 
latest Advanced Super View/Black 
TFT LCD technology with an impres- 
sive 6ms response time. The value of 
this spec was evident in the complete 
albsence of motion trails I observed 
throughout the review process. 

The LC-65D90U provides a Color 
Management System (CMS) that 
allows you to control the hue, satura- 
tion, and brightness of the three 
primary colors (red, green, blue) and 
the three secondary colors (yellow, 
cyan, magenta). This proved helpful 
in tweaking the set to produce the 
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Sharp USA | (800) 237-4277 | www.sharpusa.com 








best possible picture, but don't try 
it at home unless you have the 
requisite skill and equipment. 
Another feature touted by Sharp 
is a 4-wavelength backlight, which 
exhibits a spectrum with peaks at 
blue, green, red, and crimson (a 
longer wavelength than normal 
red). This is said to produce more 
vivid reds, and the measurements 
seem to bear this out: the red 
primary was oversaturated, but not 
as much as I might have guessed. 
Digital 1080i signals entering 
the HDMI and DVI inputs can 
be mapped onto the display 
pixel for pixel in the Dor By Dor 
viewing mode. This is a true 1:1 
mode—using 1080i test patterns 
not available to the general public, 
I determined that the pixel map- 
ping was perfect. These inputs 
cannot accept 1080p, however. 
One design note: the inter- 
nal speakers are mounted in a 
detachable module below the 
screen. This lets you remove the 
module for a cleaner look if you 
are using an external sound 
system (definitely recommended). 


User Interface 
The remote is a longish silver affair 
that can control up to four devices 
in addition to the display. It can be 
illuminated at the touch of a glow- 
in-the-dark LiGur button, though 
some of the button labels are print- 
ed on the remote body, so they can't 
be seen in the dark in any case. 

The buttons are well spaced 
and reasonably well organized, 
but there are a few quirks. For one 
thing, the Mute button is located 
next to the CHANNEL Up/Down rocker, 
not next the VOLUME rocker where it 
should be. Also odd is the place- 
ment of the View Mops (aspect ratio) 
button with the transport controls. 

I accidentally discovered that 
pressing any of the four-way cur- 
sor buttons shifts the image up, 


down, right, or left one pixel at a 
time. It is far too easy to hit one 
of these buttons by mistake. The 
ability to shift the image around 
is great, but it should only be 
accessible in the menu system. 
Unfortunately, there are no 
direct-access buttons for the inputs; 
an Input button calls up a list from 
which to select the desired input. 
A few buttons are found under a 
flip-down panel at the bottom of 
the remote, including the AV Mope 
button, which selects the picture 
mode. Interestingly, there is no 
wary to select the picture mode 
from the onscreen MENU system. 
Speaking of which, the menu 
system is reasonably well 
organized, with the main menu 


items across the top of the screen. 


However, there are a few quirks 
here, too. For example, the 3D 
and Mosourro Noice REDUCTION 
controls are in the OPTIONS menu, 
not the PICTURE menu. More 
importantly, the PICTURE menu 
doesn't disappear when adjust- 
ing one of the picture controls, 
obscuring the image you're 
using to make the adjustment. It 
would be much better if the Pic- 
TURE menu disappeared and the 
control you're adjusting moved 
to the bottom of the screen. 


Performance 
As with most TVs, the LC- 
65D90U came out of the box 
with BRIGHTNESS and CONTRAST 
too high. The user picture 
controls are associated with 
the selected picture mode, not 
the input; changing a control 
setting for one input changed 
it for all other inputs set to the 
same picture mode. The work- 
around is to assign different 
picture modes to each input. 
As I was adjusting the user 
controls, I discovered that the 
correct BRIGHTNESS setting was 
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The Last Word 


e Excellent color and detail 
* Surprisingly good black level and 
shadow detail 


* Bestows bragging rights 


* Component input clips below- 
black info 
* User interface has some quirks 


* Expensive 





Specifications 


* Technology: LCD 

* Screen Size: 65" 

* Pixel Resolution: 1920x1080 

e Contrast Ratio: 1200:1 

* Max. Light Output: 450 cd/m? 

* Video Inputs: 1 HDMI, 1 DVI, 2 i.LINK 
(IEEE1394), 2 component, 1 S-video, 
3 composite 

e Other Connections: CableCARD, RS232 

* Dimensions: 61.9" x 36.3" x 5.9", 61.9" x 
45.7" x 17.1" (IV + stand) 

e Weight: 142.2 Ibs., 159.9 Ibs. (TV+ stand) 

e Warranty: 1 year parts and labor 

* Price: $15,999 


IResolution 

[Black Level 

Grayscale Trackina 

Color Accuracy 

Video Processing Quality 

lOverall Picture Quality (HD) 

lOverall Picture Quality (SD) 

dicum Tp 


CUN EH EET, 
Excellent 


3 4 5 
Poor Good 


Notes: All in all, very good in the techni- 
cal department. 


Practical Ratings 
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«Poor Good Excellent» 


Notes: Multi-Pixel Technology results in 
better color at wide viewing angles, but 
contrast still decreases significantly. 
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O AISC-specified 
primaries 

e Measured 
primaries 








Notes: Red slightly oversaturated; green 
off, but not in a direction you'd notice, 


12:75 | 0.300 | 0.325 | 0.350 


KEY 


© D65 @Pre-Calibration ® Post-Calibration 





Notes: Pre-cal grayscale way blue; 
post-cal much better, but still a bit 
nonlinear. 


Peak white level 
Full screen 
100 IRE window 


24.52fL 
24.39fL 





Black level 0.01 3fL 


Contrast ratio 
Peak 1876:1 


ANSI (checkerboard) 155:1 


Horizontal bandwidth 
HDMI/DVI 
Component 


37MHZz 
18.75MHz 





Notes: Black level surprisingly good; 
component bandwidth rolls off sooner 
than DVI. 








sharp LC-65D90U 


significantly higher for the 
component input than it was for 
DVI. In addition, the component 
input did not pass below-black 
information, while the DVI 
input did. Even more oddly, 
the component input would 
not display any of the PLUGE 
bars (below or above black) on 
Digital Video Essentials from the 
Denon DVD-5910 DVD player; 
I've never seen this behavior 
before. It did display the above- 
black bar from the Accupel 
signal generator, but not the 
below-black one. As a result, I 
strongly recommend using the 
DVI and HDMI inputs on this set. 
At this price point, you will 
certainly want to have the set 
professionally calibrated; with- 
out it, the best grayscale we got 
was way blue (see “Grayscale 
Tracking”). One thing to note 
is that the LC-65D90U allows 
direct calibration of the DVI 
input, but not HDMI; apparently, 
the HDMI service-menu controls 
are offsets to the DVI settings. 
Running through the HOV 
Benchmark DVD, detail was 
very good, and low-angle 
diagonals exhibited almost no 
jaggies. The 3D noise reduction 
didn't seem to do much, while 
the mosquito noise reduction 
did a bit more good with no vis- 
ible harm to the picture. Sur- 
prisingly, the processor never 
locked onto the 3:2 pulldown 
cadence at 480i, so I recom- 
mend using a good progres- 
sive DVD player with this set. 
With HD DVD at 1080i, however, 
it did lock onto 3:2 reliably. 
DVDs looked great in gen- 
eral. There was no contouring 
in the opening scene of Pirates 
of the Caribbean as the ship 
appears out of the fog, and 
color and detail were excel- 
lent. Also, the shadow detail 





in the dungeon scene was 
surprisingly good. The same 
was true in the dark interior 
of the duck-blind observation 


READ MORE ONLINE: 


For Dave's calibration notes, go 
io WWW. avguide.com 


post in Star Trek: Insurrection, 
which, like Pirates, exhibited 
excellent color and detail. 

Moving on to HD DVDs, Train- 
ing Day had little if any contour- 
ing in the opening sunrise and 
superb detail in the city skyline 
and the diner where the two 
cops meet at the beginning of 
the movie. Color was likewise 
excellent, with great flesh tones. 
Good Night, and Good Luck is a 
black-and-white movie, offer- 
ing no opportunity to evaluate 
color, but the shadow detail 
was good, and the overall 
detail was impressive. 


Conclusion 

The LC-65D90U's sheer size 
immediately impresses any- 
one who sees it, even if its 

not powered on. The picture it 
produces is generally excellent, 
especially in terms of color and 
detail, and even the black level 
and shadow detail are quite 
good for an LCD flat panel. On 
the downside, I'm not in love 
with the user interface, and the 
difference in black performance 
between the digital and ana- 
log inputs is disappointing. 

Is it worth $16,000? It's cer- 
tainly possible to achieve a 
better picture for that kind of 
money with a front-projection 
system. But such a system can- 
not stand up to ambient light 
the way this bad boy can. And 
if you want bragging rights, this 
is one sure way to get them. TPV 
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Greetings, Earthlings! 











s if inspired by sci- positioned in the throats of ring- While the KHT 3000 system some- 
ence fiction films shaped mid-bass drivers (essential- ^ what resembles past KEF sat/sub 
from the 1950s, ly, a driver-within-a-driver system). packages, it takes substantial steps 
KEF's $1499 KHT But here the Uni-Q drivers incorpo- forward in terms of sound quality. 
3000 system is composed of sleek rate two technical advancements 
elliptically shaped speaker satel- that prove sonically significant. A New Take 
lite and center channels modules, First, mid-bass speaker dia- Traditionally, KEF speakers have 
plus a subwoofer that looks for all phragms feature molded-in radial been known for their warm, gentle, 
| the world like a flying saucer. Some stiffening ribs said to improve rigid- almost selfeffacingly natural 
| will find the system's curvilinear ity dramatically. While the ribs sound, but the KHT 3000 system 
design exquisite, while others look too small to make a significant breaks new ground by offering a 
might think its a bit over the top, difference, they in fact give the more forward sound that is rich in 
but either way the KHT 3000 rig KHT 3000 modules a much clearer, 
is bound to draw attention. And more focused sound than previous ; 
that's a good thing, because—apart small KEF speakers have achieved. KEF is an acronym that stands for 
from space-age styling—this Second, the diaphragms are sup- Kent Engineering Foundry—KEF's 
| system offers listeners some very ported both by outer and inner original factory site in the U.K. 
| serious small loudspeakers. surround rings (not just the outer 
The KHT 3000 satellites/center ring typical in most drivers). KEF small transient and textural details. 
channel modules feature KEF says the inner rings help control This voicing scheme works particu- 
Uni-Q drive units with small, driver movement, and improve larly well for films, making dialog 
waveguide-loaded dome tweeters power handling and dynamics. more intelligible, and claritying 
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subtle effects that might otherwise 
be lost or obscured. On Crouch- 
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon the KEFs 
revealed the subtle inflections in 
Li Mu Bais voice during his quiet, 
passionate conversation with Shu 
Lien in the tea pavilion. The abil- 
ity to convey passion, even when 
voices are barely above whisper 
levels, is something not all small 
speakers can pull off. The system 
also handles large-scale dynamics 
gracefully, doing a credible job on 
the Fhloston Paradise battle scene 
from The Fifth Element. Just bear in 
mind that the KHT 3000 satellites and 
sub will eventually run out of steam 
if pressed too hard for too long. The 
system can achieve reasonably 
high output levels even in large- 
ish rooms, but if you hear audible 
signs of compression, know that it's 
time to back volume levels down. 
On music, the KHT 3000 system's 


So 
2 





voicing can be something of a 
double-edged sword. On one hand, 
the small speakers handle com- 
plex and richly textured passages 
with unexpected clarity and grace. 
On "Everything I Love" from John 
Abercrombie and Eddie Gomez's 
Structures [Chesky, SACD], the KEFs 
revealed the energetic intricacy of 
Gomez's bass playing, the danc- 
ing sound of Abercrombies guitar, 
amd the restrained delicacy of 


KEF America | (732) 883-2356 | www.kefamerica.com 


Gene Jackson's percussion. Its this 
kind of expressiveness and textural 
richness that makes the KHT 3000 
such a good system for the money. 

But on the other hand, the KHT 
3000 rig falls just short of the effortless 
treble smoothness and holographic 
imaging that are the hallmarks of 
KEF's more expensive systems. But 
please don't misunderstand. It isn't 
that the KHT 3000 tweeters jump out 
to bite listeners, but rather that they 
exhibit a subtle, overly incisive qual- 
ity that sometimes proves distract- 
ing. But one persons too-incisive 
treble response might be another's 
idea of "high definition” sound, and 
theres no denying that this system 
provides a desirable degree of clar- 
ity, presence, and transparency. 

Finally, the KHT 3000 sub comple- 
ments the overall system sound, of- 
fering excellent weight and warmth, 
respectable pitch definition, and 
good though not great low frequen- 
cy extension. The sub reproduced 
Hans-Jörg Mauckschs plunging 
fretless bass lines from Sara K's Hell 
or High Water [Stockfisch, SACD] 
with appropriate punch and power, 
though it smoothed over the inner 
textures of Mauckschs bass to some 
degree. Even so, I think the hearty 
but slightly under damped sound 
of the KHT 3000 sub is far prefer- 
able to that of subs that whose bass 
is tight and clear, but anemic. 


We Come in Peace 

The KHT 3000 system offers 
striking contemporary styling, 
and sound to match. This is a 
well made system whose small- 
est details, such as the included 
tabletop speaker stands, show 
clever engineering and gem- 
like fit and finish. Sonically, the 
system combines elements of 
the traditional KEF sound with a 
brighter, more overtly detailed 
presentation I suspect many en- 
thusiasts will find appealing. TPV 
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* Great clarity, transparency 
* Hearty bass 
* Good value for money Lr 





* Overly incisive highs; slightly E 
under-damped bass NS 
* Good but not great imaging 


Specifications 


ks KEF HTS3001 satellite speakers 

| < Driver complement: One 4.3" Uni-Q 

hi mid/bass driver with .8" aluminum dome 
nen tweeter. 

[ABP * Frequency response: 70Hz-55kHz 

e Sensitivity: 88dB (1W/1m) 

* Impedance: 8 ohms 

lee e Recommended ampl power: 10-100 Wpc 
* Dimensions: 7.8" x 5.1" x 5.9" 

* Weight: 6.6 Ibs. 


KEF HTC3001 center channel speaker 

* Driver complement: One 4.3" Uni-Q 
mid/bass driver with .8" aluminum dome 
tweeter, two 3" midrange couplers à 

* Frequency response: 60Hz-55kHz i 

mu e Sensitivity: 90dB (1W/1m) : 

e * Impedance: 8 ohms 

* Recommended amp power: 10-100 Wpc 

ite * Dimensions: 5.1" x 11.7" x 7.3" 

e Weight: 13.2 Ibs. 


2 KEF HBT2 powered subwoofer 
E * Driver complement: One 10" polymer 
cone woofer, one 10" passive radiator Cf. 
A * integrated amplifier power: 250 watts js» 
$f * Dimensions: 15.3" x 17.3" x 7.6" (vertical), 
8.9" x 17.3" x 15.1: (horizontal) 
* Weight: 24.2 Ibs. 


e System Price: $1499 


-.| KEF KHT 3000 5.1-channel speaker system | 
(relative to like-priced 5. 1-channelsystems) | 


1 Satellites and Center Channel 


Transparency and Focus 
Imaging and Soundstaging 
Tonal Balance 

Dynamics 

Bass Extension 


Value 


8 9.10 
Excellent. | 


8 .9'. JO 
Excellent. | 
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Platinum 


longtime builder 
of high-quality 
loudspeakers, PSB 
has adapted the 
driver array from its floorstand- 
ing Platinum T8 tower into the 
CWS0O0E, an impressive full- 
range in-wall loudspeaker. 

The tall, rugged wooden 
enclosure houses a l-inch metal 
dome tweeter flanked by two 
4.5-inch midranges and two 
8-inch woofers, with cones made 
of woven fiberglass for stiffness 
with low moving mass. The 
sealed heavy enclosure elimi- 
nates acoustic variables from any 
structure in which its mounted. 

Amenities include heavy- 
duty gold-plated terminals; a 
pair of tone control switches on 
the front baffle, for tailoring the 
speakers sound to the room, 
and a perforated, paintable 
metal grille. The tweeter focuses 
upper frequencies toward the 
listening area. Clamps along 
both sides of the box insure 
snug installation in drywall. 

The CW800E is one of the most 
ambitious in-walls we've tested. 
Backed by a powerhouse like 
my Halo A51, it can generate 
a daunting, palpable sound- 
field, with real bass, startling 
midrange clarity, and excellent 
treble reach. Its an impressive 
performer with rock and sym- 
phonic pieces, and a good choice 
for action-film fans. Overall tonal 
balance is somewhat clinical 
regardless of where the tone con- 
trols are set, and it lacks the soul 
and magic of the MartinLogan 
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Voyage or the DALI IW3 Eupho- 
nia Phantom, both of which offer 
more musicality at a lower price. 
The smaller CWS8 in-wall 
subwoofer is an open-back 
design, with two woofers that 
appear identical to those in the 
CWS800E. Installed in a loosely 
filled full-size stud bay, the CWS8 
can reach lower than its rated 
33Hz, at the expense of some 
boominess. PSB therefore offers 
an optional CW back box, a 
sealed enclosure that provides 
predictable response and keeps 
the bass in the room. As PSB 
notes, the CWS8 delivers real 
impact without spatial intru- 
sion. It could be a good solution 
where freestanding subwoof- 
ers simply aren't acceptable. 
Both the $799 CWSR and 
the $2749 CW800E are high- 
performance products. PSB's 
elevated pricing, however, 
may encourage some potential 
buyers to keep shopping. TPV 








PSB CW8UDE and PSB CWS8 
we — In-Wall Loudspeaker System 


In-Wall Sound Goes 








The Last Word 
* High-quality engineering 
* Tremendous acoustic output 
* Real bass from an in-wall 
* Optional back box needed for 
predictable sub performance 
* Unfavorable MSRP vs. competition 


Specifications 


PSB CW800E full-range in-wall loudspeaker 

* Driver complement: one 1" aluminum 
dome tweeter, two 4.5" woven fiberglass 
midrange drivers, two 8" woven fiberglass 
woofers 

e Frequency response: 38Hz-21kHz «3dB 

* Sensitivity: 37dB 1 W/1m 

* Impedance: 4 ohms 

* Recommended Amplifier Power 100-400 watts 

* Dimensions: 14" x 38.5" x 3.75" 

e Weight: 44 Ibs. 

* Price: $2749 each 


PSB CWS8 in-wall subwoofer 

* Driver complement: Two 8" woven fiber- 
glass cone woofers 

* Frequency response: 33-200Hz +3dB 

e Sensitivity: 90dB 1W/1m 

* Impedance: 4 ohms 

e Recommended amp power: 40-200 watts 

* Dimensions: 11"x 18.25" x 4" 

* Weight: 9 Ibs. 

* Price: $799 each 


Manufacturer Information 
PSB Speakers International 
(888) 772-0000 
www.psbspeakers.com 


PSB CW800E and PSB CWS8 
(relative to like-priced in-wall speakers) 


PSB CW800E full range in-wall loudspeaker 


ANSP) ONO FO 

Imaging and Soundstaging 

onal Balance 

Dynamics 

Bass Extension 

alue 
E r U$-4 UI SA 993 
«Poor Good Excellent» 


PSB CWS8 in-wall subwoofer 
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Sanus reinvents style in your own home with new Java Furniture. Exotic hardwood in a luscious espresso finish, with the added flair of 

extruded aluminum and fluted glass, creates the newest tide in contemporary décor. As with all Sanus Furniture, the Java line is built 

with unique AV features, like extra-deep shelving, large wire channels and removable back panels. It's what sets Sanus Furniture apart 
from the crowd...like an escape to a secluded tropical isle. 


SAN USIS YSTEMS 


THE UNION OF FORM AND FUNCTION 


WWW.Sanus.com 800 5520 
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Palm TX 


Ell Wireless PDA 
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E Name: Guy Smith 
74) | Company: NK, Inc. 
Department: Sales 
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f youre shopping for a portable 
device these days to help 
manage your contacts and 
communications, the options are 
plentiful—PDAs, smart phones, and 
UMPCs (ultra mobile PCs) all offer 
wireless and multimedia features 
galore. A pioneer in the handheld 
market, Palm, Inc.'s new TX is a PDA 
with both WiFi and Bluetooth, and 
plenty of functionality built into its 
pocket-friendly form factor. 

On its face, the Palm TX has five 
navigation buttons that allow for 
one-handed operation for many 
tasks, although the stylus is needed 
to really get around. Inside, the TX 
is loaded with applications, includ- 
ing an enhanced PIM suite, a media 
player for photos, audio, and video, 
the VersaMail mail client, and the 
Palm Blazer Web browser. The 
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7400 $5200 
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included CD contains 

the Palm Desktop for 

Windows and Mac OS 

X, which allows you to 
sync the device with 
your email and other 
programs; when you 
make changes to infor- 
mation on the desktop 
or the TX, the informa- 
tion is updated the next 
time you sync. But the 
first thing you want to do 
with any wireless device 
is walk around the office 
Web surfing to make your 
co-workers envious. 
I had no problems 
tapping into our office 
network after supply- 
ing a WAP password, 
amd the Blazer Web browser 
is sufficiently fast, rendering 
Web pages by displaying text 
first, amd then formatting and 
images. The 16-bit color, 480x320 
pixel TFT screen measures 3.25 
inches x 2.2 inches, and is easy 
to view both indoors and out. 
At five ounces, its also comfort- 
able enough to carry in a shirt 
pocket. Although the screen 
is relatively small, Web pages 
are easily viewable and good 
enough for surfing at coffee 
shops, airports, and the like. 

The VersaMail email client 
supports both POP and IMAP 
email servers, and I was able 
to sync it up with my Outlook 
account to download and send 
email. There is also file format 
support for Microsoft Office and 











PDA Pioneer Still 
Cutting Edge 


Adobe PDF documents, so you can 
open attachments. The Documents 
To Go application, which formats 
Office and other documents for Palm 
viewing, was straightforward to use, 
and it even preserves hyperlinks. 

It was 10 years ago that Palm first 
introduced the handheld organizer 
concept with the Pilot 1000, and 
its gratitying to see the company 
still creating innovative products. 
Not only is the Palm TX one of the 
most affordable dual-wireless 
PDAs on the market, at $300, but 
its straightforward, elegant design 
matke it a pleasure to use. TPV 


The Last Word 
* Good size form factor and nice 
screen 
* Loaded with useful applications 
* Dual wireless support 
* Battery life of 2-3 hours with WiFi use 


* More internal memory would be 
useful 


Specifications 


e Wireless: WiFi 802.110»; Bluetooth 1.1 

* Expansion slot: Support for MultiMedia- 
Card, SD and SDIO cards 

* Battery: Long-life rechargeable lithium ion 

* Mernory: 128MB 

e Screen: 320 x 480 transflective TFT touch- 
screen display 

* Dimensions: 3.08" x 4.76" x .61" 

* Weight: 5.25 ounces 

* Applications: Quick Tour, Addit, Calc, 
Calendar, Card Info, Contacts, Dailer, 
Documents to Go, Expense, Favorites, 
HotSync, Media, Memos, Note Pad, 
pTunes, SMS, Solitare, Tasks, VersaMail, 
Blazer web browser and World Clock. 

* Price: $299 


Manufacturer Information 


Palm, Inc. 
(408) 617-7000 
www.palm.com 
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Soundcast iCast 


Wireless iPod Music Dock 


iPod Streaming Made Easy 


sing an iPod as a 
primary music 
source at home has 
become more 
commonplace as new accessories 
allow for different ways of hook- 
ing portables into home stereos. 
iCast is a new system that 
wirelessly transmits iPod music 
from room to room in your 
house, where it can be played 
on an existing stereo or ampli- 
fied speakers. 

The iCast includes a 
transmitter and receiver 
that have small 
footprints, and the 
system can be 
expanded 
with an extra 
receiver to 
transmit to multiple rooms simulta- 
neously. I set up iCast in several 
different locations around our 
office, and it performed flawlessly 
throughout, even from about 100 
feet away through four walls; it 
can operate anywhere within 350 
feet, according to the company. 
The sound quality is very good, 
and doesn't suffer from break-ups 





I set up iCast in several different locations 
around our office, and it performed flawless- 
ly throughout, even from about 100 feet away 


through four walls. 


or interference in the stream. In the 


past, one of the problems with 
wireless audio transmission has 
been interference from other 
household devices using the 2.4 
GHz band—microwaves, cordless 
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phones, Bluetooth and WiFi 
devices—which causes clicks, 
pops, and dropouts. The iCast 
solves this problem by using 
Frequency Hopping Spread 
Spectrum (FHSS) technology that 
dynamically switches 
to open channels 
during transmission 
in order to avoid 
interference. 


- 
-a 


On the top of the iCast 
receiver are buttons to 
advance and pause tracks, 
and if you advance past the 
album you're listening to, 
it will continue to the next 
artist in line on your iPod. 
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This brings up a critical dif- 
ference between iCast and 
other wireless music systems 
on the market, notably Slim 
Devices’ Squeezebox. Squee- 
zebox streams music from a 
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PC to its receiver, which has a 
very nice VFD display that can be 
seen from across the room, and 
tracks can be advanced using 

a remote control. By contrast, 

the iCast has no remote and no 
display. However, it does have 
one advantage over the Squee- 
zebox—the ability to play iTunes 
DRM-protected AAC tracks. 

The iCast is a convenient, 
reliable, and versatile system 
for playing iPod music 
at home over wireless 
but could use some 

refinements to make 
it a more user- 
friendly system. TPV 
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The Last Word 


* Easy set up and operation Exe 
* Supports streaming of iTunes DRM | 
tracks Ke 
* Wireless tech avoids any aay 
interference idea 


* Pricey for what it does Und 
* No remote or interface to see ee 

tracks playing Ra 
e Only useful with dockable iPods |) 





Specifications RS 


* Modulation Frequency Hopping: FSK Eh 
digital radio ics 
* Form Factor: 3.35" x 1.61" x 1.18" Ls 
e Co-existence: Impervious to 802.]11b and |: 
g, microwave oven, both DSSS and FHSS 
cordless phones, and Bluetooth devices. E = 
Up to three Soundcast G2 systems can eT 
operate in one general area. ic 
* Data Rate: 1.536Mbps De 
* Price: $299; $129 for an extra receiver hen 
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Manufacturer Information 
Soundcast Systems pos 
(619) 591-0126 mu 
www.soundcastsystems.com 
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The Absolute Sound is about enjoying the musical 
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Rover IV 


lick as it is, a conspicu- 
ously missing feature 
of the new video iPod 
is the ability to record 
TV shows and video to play on the 
device. The new RoverTV portable 
player not only records video directly 
from any source, but has a bright 4- 
inch display and a host of multime- 
dia playback features that make it a 
compelling alternative to the 
video iPod. 

Encased in a slim white box 
slightly bigger than a deck of cards, 
the RoverTV is simple to set up for 
recording. Hook the supplied RCA 
cables into any video source and a 
setup screen lets you select the type 
of recording—inline audio/video, 
or microphone—and quality level. 
All of the video I recorded at high 
quality had good contrast and clarity, 








with very little pixelation. It supports 
AVI, ASF, and WMV?9 video formats, 
and I transferred some DivX files 
that looked great as well. You can 
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Portable A/V Player 


schedule recordings using the 
built-in timer, and using the AV 
out, plug it into a TV or computer 
monitor for external viewing 
But the RoverTV isn't just for 
video. It also has an FM tuner 
and a MP3/WMA/AAC audio 
player, with a screen showing 
output levels and encoding de- 
tails. One subtle thing that I like 
is that it behaves like an exter- 
nal hard drive when you plug 
the USB cable into your com- 
puter—no software or drivers 
necessary to drag and drop files 
from PC to RoverTV, and vice 
versa. The digital pictures that I 
transferred to the RoverTV were 
crystal clear, and you can even 
zoom in/out and rotate them. 
RoverTV includes a 2GB SD 
card that stores up to 4 hours 
of high-quality video, and a 
built-in rechargeable battery 
that lasts about 12 hours for 
uninterrupted audio or 6 hours 
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Raising the Bar on Portable Media 


for video. If you don't like the idea 
of flash storage cards—as opposed 
to a hard drive—consider that they 
only cost about $30—$40 per GB 
currently, and can store up to 4GB 
(and growing.) Moreover, no hard 
drive means no moving parts. 

The only real puzzler for me with 
the RoverTV is the headphone 
jack, which uses the 2.5mm format, 
while most of the earbuds and 
cans on the market use 3.5 mm 
plugs. This issue aside, RoverTV 
packs a lot of punch as a por 
table multimedia platform. TPV 
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The Last Word 
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* Great screen size and picture T 
quality 

* Easy to set up and use 

* Behaves like just another drive 
when you plug into PC 


* Battery power could be better 








Specifications 


* Screen: Samsung, 4" TFT digital display 
(Wide Screen); 3.5" ( Big Screen) 

* Video output: Compatible for NTSC/PAL, 
output signal to TV 

* Record: Encode the video signal from 
TV/DVD/VCD/DV to MPEG-4 files 

* Encode the audio signal form CD/FM/ 
MIC to MPEG-3 files 

* Audio: Show lyric when playing MP3 and 
WMA files, Forward/backward play,8 
kinds of EQ, circle/random play 

* Card Slot: Secure Digital (SD) memory cards 

* Photo: Support JPEG/BMP/GIF 

* Power: Li-polymer battery built-in. Battery 
Life 6 hours video 12 hours audio 

* Dimensions: 4.25" x 2.75" x .625" 

* Weight: 5.5 oz. 

* Price: $349 (4" screen); $299 (3.5' screen) 


Manufacturer Information 


Doghouse Electronics 
(205) 803-3026 
www.rovertv.net 
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Nero / Ultra Edition 


CD/DVD Ripping Software 








CD/DVD Burning and Beyond 
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've been a Nero user for almost 
a decade now, and can say it's 
one of the most reliable and 
well-designed programs I've 
ever used, both for its intuitive 
interface and well-polished feature 
sets. Nero 7 Ultra is a significant 
update to this powerhouse multi- 
media package, and offers a whole 
slew of features for watching, 
copying, editing, and managing 
your audio and video content. 
Disc-mastering and copying 
is still Nero's core function, and 
it supports a wide range of data, 
video, audio, and mixed-mode 
formats—MP3, WMA DVDs and 
Blu-ray data discs among them. 
NeroVision is a versatile DVD 
authoring tool that lets you drag 
and drop videos into a timeline 
and then add video and transition 
effects, as well as custom menus to 
drive the disc; it supports a variety 
of output formats, including VCD, 
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Super VCD, VCD Slideshow, 
and DVD-Video. The program 
will also capture video from 
an external device, such as a 
camcorder, and the Enhanced 
release this fall features Nero 
Mobile, which allows video 
to be downloaded to portable 
devices such as mobile phones, 
iPods and the Play Station 
Portable (PSP) gaming system. 
When I first used Neros new 
media player, I was some- 
what skeptical—or stuck in 
my ways, perhaps—but was 
soon swayed. I compared 
some of my video files on the 
Nero viewer and my default 
Windows media player, and 
noticed better contrast and 
resolution in Nero. On the 
audio side, the Nero WaveEdi- 
tor is a great tool for cleaning 
up audio, splitting tracks, and 
other common editing tasks. 





I use it for everything from taking 
commercials out of Internet radio 
broadcasts to removing scratches 
and pops from LPs I import. 

In terms of performance, Nero 
has always been a premier disc 
copying program, and rarely fails 
a burn. I did run into a few bugs 
and hangups using Nero 7, but 
they were minor, and in an up- 
grade with so many new features, 
this isn't surprising. I still feel like I 
haven't even scratched the surface 
of Nero 7, yet I've used it for a wide 
range of audio and video edit- 
ing tasks, as well as playing and 
burning files. In sum, there’s not a 
better bargain I know of in today's 
tech world than the $99 Nero 7. TPV 


The Last Word 


* Great features and performance | 
* Easy to learn and use 
* Great bargain | 


* Ran into a some minor bugs eM 
* Customer support could be better 
* Uses a big chunk of hard drive 


Specifications 





* Applications included: 
- Nero Scout - Nero Search 
- Nero StartSmart 3 — - Nero Burning ROM 7 
- Nero Express 7 - Nero Wave Editor 3 
- Nero SoundTrax2 - Nero SoundBox 
- Nero Vision 4 - Nero Recode 2 
- Nero ShowTime 3  - Nero MediaHome 
- Nero PhotoSnap - Nero PhotoShow Express 
- Nero ToolKit - Nero ImageDrive 
- Nero Cover Designer 2 
- Nero BackltUp 2 InCD 5 


* Price: $99 


Manufacturer Information 


Nero 
www.nero.com 
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In addition to the above 
locations, you can find 
The Perfect Vision in the 
following U.S. stores 
nationwide: 


— Barnes & Noble 
— Borders 
— Tower Records 





Grayscale Studio Equipment 


Sources 

* Denon DVD-5910 DVD player 

* Toshiba HD-A1 HD DVD player 

* Scientific Atlanta Explorer 3100HD 
cable box 


Screen 
e Stewart GrayHawk RS (16:9, 72" wide) 


Cables 
* Ultralink Platinum Series DVI Pro 


Test Equipment 

* Minolta CS-200 colorimeter 

* Minolta LS-100 light meter 

* Accupel HDG-3000 HD signal 
generator 


Router 
* Belkin N1 


UPS 
* APC RS-800 


TPV video specialist David Abrams is available for 
calibrations and home-theater consulting; he can 


be reached at www.avical.com. 


Austin Audio Lab Equipment 


Sources 

* NAD Masters Series M55 universal player 
* Oppo Digital DV-970HD universal player 
* Toshiba HD-A1 HD-DVD player 


Electronics 

* Marantz SR9600 A/V receiver 

* NAD M15 A/V Controller 

* NAD M25 Multichannel Amplifier 


Display 
e JVC HD-70FH96 HD-ILA 1080p RPTV 


Speakers 
* Von Schweikert Audio 5.1-channel 
System 12 


Cables 
e XLO/Ultralink cable system (complete suite 
of A/V interconnect and speaker cables) 


Power Conditioner, Acoustic Treatments 

* RGPC 1200s power conditioner 

* Auralex StudioFoam panels 

* RPG BAD (Binary Amplitude Diffsorber) panels 
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Video and Audio Lab Associated Equipment _ 


Test Equipment 
* |vie IE-33 Audio Spectrum Analyzer 
and associated signal generator 


Austin Audio Lab 
Annex Equipment 


Sources 
* Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD player 


Electronics 
* NuForce P-8 preamplifier and Reference 9 
Special Edition monoblocks 


Cables 
* Cardas Neutral Reference 
* Furutech Alpha Reference 


Power Conditioner, Acoustic Treatments 
* Same as for main Austin Audio Lab 
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THE BEST OF DVD AND CD RELEASES | 


Film Review HBedux „ sic wien: 


2 ver the past year, the film-review section has brought many DVD jewels to your attention. Here's just a 
small taste, in miniature, of some of the works we've presented. If these nuggets whet your appetite for 
more, as I'm sure they will, pull out your archived issues and feast once again on the full-length reviews. These 
are DVDs that deserve inclusion in your keeper collection. 
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BALTHAZAR 


Robert Bresson, director 
Criterion, 1966 
Issue 64 


In this allegorical tale 
about a donkey named 
Balthazar that is mostly 
abused by seven different : 
masters, Bresson shows | 
his ability to make an 
improbable film deeply 
moving. A hard film to 
watch without watering 
eyes (even on repeated 
viewings), the story 

has obvious Christian 
allegorical references 
and symbols and unfolds 
slowly in Bresson's sig- 
nature way of filmmaking. 
Not without blemishes, 
the weakest parts of the 
film concern the human 
actors. But the film's 
strengths center around 
Balthazar, the cinema- 
tography, and Balthazar's 
interaction with other 
animals, especially the 
ending scene at Baltha- 
zar's death surrounded 
by sheep—not subtle 
symbolism mind you, but 
moving nonetheless. 
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DREAMER 
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AMERICAN 
DREAMER 

_ Rick Rosenthal, director 
; Paramount, 1984 

_ Issue 64 


A lot can be said to be wrong 
_ with this movie, except for 
: the star, Jo Beth Williams, 


whose tour de force acting 


_ and comic timing save the 

| film. Williams gives life to 

_ the disenchanted housewife 
: syndrome by not pouting 

: over an inattentive husband 
: but instead following her 

: "writing career” dream, while 
` still managing to be a de- 

: voted mom. By the way, she 
_ also manages to become 

` embroiled in international in- 





" : trigue after winning a writing 
_ contest to imitate a popular 
[| romantic thriller heroine. 

| | See this otherwise less than 
- stellar film for the sake of 
enjoying Williams's masterful 
|; performance. 








BROKEBACK - 
MOUNTAIN 


; Ang Lee, director 
| Universal, 2005 
: Issue 69 


` Should it have taken the 
: Oscar? | think so, as do 
: many others. But whatever 
: you might think, there is 
; no denying that Ang Lee 
_ deserved the Best Director 


Az 
NM - 


B 


| Oscar, and so there is some 
justice in the world. Lee 

_ was very down on himself 

| as a director when he saw 

_ the script to Brokeback. 

_ While some see this tale of 
: homosexual love in a land 

; and environment that can't 
: abide “perversion,” Lee 


7 saw the tale as a tender 
_ love story. But it can also 
- | easily be seen as a mod- 
 ern-day tragedy set in the 
West. Annie Proulx's story 
- | transformed into script by 
|. Larry McMurtry and Diana 
- | Ossana is superb in both 
- | iterations. 


THE COLDEST 
KILLER 
A WOMAN 
35312: LOVED 











| in hardness in this film by 

; Claire Trevor, his femme 

_ fatale counterpart. One of 

_ the most intriguing—and 

_ shocking—parts of the film 
_ depicts the two wallowing 

_ in vicarious lust as they de- 
_ scribe a murder scene that 
_ Tierney has created. This is 
: a film to see if you want to 
; explore in depth the dark 

_ side of a film noir hero. 


Philip Seyne 


capote 








F. Chace Udar 
TIERNEY-TREVOR-SLEZAK | : cuu ue 
É. _ Bennett Miller, director 
TAA . ; Sony 2005 
|| Issue 69 









BORN TO KILL 


» Robert Wise, Director 
_ Warner Bros., 1947 
| Issue 64 


| In this film noir classic, 


: Lawrence Tierney plays an 
homme fatale who relishes 


=; violence and seemingly wins 
"| over those around him with 
|! his unapologetic tough-guy 
| charm. Tierney, who had a 

© reputation of being unapolo- 
| getically tough off screen 
< as well as on, is matched 
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Was he a monster who 
| thought nothing of exploit- 
_ ing the downtrodden just 
| to get a story? Was he 
| a sensitive, gifted writer 
; who invented the New 
; Journalism and paved 
_ the way for writers such 
; as Tom Wolfe, Norman 


Mailer, and others to bring 


: us crime dramas via a 
: novelistic narrative? He 
; was perhaps all of these 


things, and more. Truman 


| Capote was brought to life 
_ with such authenticity by 


109 








now playing 
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Philip Seymour Hoffman in 
this tour de force Oscar- 
winning role that it was 
downright spooky. Though 
understated, Catherine 
Keener is wonderful as 
Capote’s friend and suc- 
cessful author in her own 
right, Harper Lee. Buy this 
DVD for your archives. 


COMEDY CENTRAL presents E 


|| ous satire deliver. 


SHOW 


"JON STEWART 


ERE TEETER Te eee 


INPECISION 


THE DAILY SHOW 
WITH JON 
STEWART: 
INDECISION 2004 


Comedy Central 
Paramount Home Enter- 
tainment, 2004 

Issue 64 


It's amazing the kind of 
emperor-has-no-clothes ob- 


servations Jon Stewart, Ste- : 


phen Colbert and assem- 
bled “reporters” bring to 


bear in the immensely popu- : 


lar Comedy Central news 


Unfaithfully Yours 


ELMAR EI 


ux 








_ program, The Daily Show. 

; The fun and cruel truths 

: just get more insane around 
| presidential election time, 

| and the 2004 campaign 


: satire-to-the-gut collection 
; has already become a cult 


_ classic. The political Right 


; gets splattered, especially 


| GW, but the political Left 

_ doesn't get spared—Kerry 
_ often comes across as his 
; own worst enemy. Lots of 

_ painful laughs, as only seri- 
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| DICK TRACY 


_ Warren Beatty, director 
_ Touchstone, 1990 
; Issue 66 


: Warren Beatty starred 

| as the inimitable Dick 

: Tracy and also directed 

; this primary-colors film 

| that is now considered 

| the benchmark for how 

; to effectively bring comic 
| book characters to the 
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_ big screen to best effect. 
_ Throw in the sexuality- 

; oozing Madonna (then 

: Beatty's love interest) 

_ in a Mae-Westlike role 

: and you've got eye-candy 
: galore. But Beatty's mas- 
| terful film editing in the 

_ crime-fighting montage, 

_ with radio announcers 

; shouting news breaks, 

: paper boys barking 

| headlines, and Breath- 

; less (Madonna) singing 

| “Sooner or Later (I Always 
| Get My Man)" and haugh- 
_ tily made-up bad guys set 
_ this film apart as a genre- 


| leader without equal. 


DOWNFALL 


| Oliver Hirschbiegel, director - 


Sony, 2004 
2 Issue 66 


_ A film made primarily for 
: German audiences as 

| part of a recent move- 

, ment to come to terms 
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BITE 

; Stan Dragoti, director 
| MGM, 1979 

[| Issue 66 


_ with the Nazi past, 

_ Downfall takes place 

; principally in a bunker in 

: Berlin at the close of the 
_ war. Key characters who 

_ took their infamous place 
_ in WWII history—Hitler, 

' Goebbels, Goering, and 

: Braun—are here in all 

| their paranoiac fervor. 

; Among the most chilling 

| scenes is one in which 

_ Mrs. Goebbels poisons 

` her children so that they 

| won't have to grow up ina | 
; world without National | 
| Socialism. Bruno Ganz 
: enjoys the dubious distinc- | 
; tion of being the first : 
_ German to play Hitler, and 
_ though this film is by and 
| for Germans, it neverthe- 
i : less offers a fascinating 

: j glimpse into Germany's 

_ Nazi past that people of 
I any nationality can 

| appreciate. 
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| With George Hamilton 
| as Count Dracula, Susan | 
| St. James as his love 
| interest, and Richard 

| Benjamin as her shrink 
| analyst and Dracula’s 
[| rival, this is a romp-in- 

| the-absurd comedy that 


still delights as much 


L| as it did in the '7Os, 
| when sleeping with 
= one's analyst boyfriend 


wasn't considered such 


NN a Shocking thing to do. 






! | OFF THE MAP 
AoE AT FIRST BYTE 


* | Sony, 2003 
f= Issue 64 


; The raw, goofy neurotic 

_ St. James pairs nicely 

; with Hamilton's old-world 
_ elegance. There is much 
| to laugh about—and 

; with—in this raucous 

_ rendition of the vampire 
| myth. Arte Johnson, as 

; Count Dracula’s snigger- 
_ ing right-hand man, has 
| several scene-stealing 

; moments that charm 

; and delight. 


Off The Map | 


Campbell Scott 


[| The only thing missing 
B from Joan Ackermann's 
[| stage play about a family 
| that leads an adventur- 
| | some life of self-reliance 
[| in New Mexico is New 
' | Mexico itself. Moving the 
_ play Off the Map to the 
| screen and setting it in 
; and around Taos, New 
_ Mexico, through the lens 
: of cinamatographer Juan 
_ Ruiz Anchia has brought 
_ the landscape into the 
film as it was meant to 
; be—as a leading charac- 
_ ter. The other characters 
| in the film make up an 
_ ideal ensemble cast, with 
_ Sam Elliot as the father, 
: Joan Allen as the mother, 
_ and Valentina de Angelis 
; as the daughter. Psycho- 
: logically complex and 
; aesthetically pleasing, 
| this thinking person's film 
| Sidesteps clichés and de- 
livers authenticity instead. 
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Tom Stoppard, director 
Cinecom Pictures, 1990 
Issue 64 


ted he was influenced by 
Brecht, particularly Waiting 
for Godot, as he penned his 
1966 stage play, Rosen- 
crantz and Guildenstern 
Are Dead, which he wrote 
and directed for its 1990 
film release. Starring Gary 
Oldman and Tim Roth as 
the star-crossed Hamlet 
companions bound for 
England (and the gallows), 
the play/film moves in and 
out of the foundational 
Shakespearean play, giving 
the hapless two ample 
evidence of the inevitability 
of death, to much comic 












Tom Stoppard openly admit- 





| effect. Richard Dreyfuss 
_ shines as the pompous but 
_ deadly accurate player king. 





_ Frank Miller and Robert 
. Rodriguez, directors 

` Dimension, 2005 

| Issue 64 


. Few films depicting the 

l graphic novel seem as true 

_ to the visual and graphic 

: nature of the genre than Sin 
: City. The usual bad guys, 

| bosomy dames, corrupt 

: officials, and crooked cops 

_ that define the genre and 

_ that peopled the three 

: stories of co-director's Frank 
_ Miller's graphic novels come 
to life as only the big screen 
' can make them in this fun, 

; but “in-your-face” drama. 

2 Many box-office giants lend 


: their acting talents to this 

: film, including Bruce Willis, 
| Mickey Rourke, Clive Owen, 
| Benicio Del Toro, Rosario 

| Dawson, and Jessica Alba. 
` The visual acrobatics are en- 
: livened all the more by they 
_ music of co-director Robert 
` Rodriguez. 


George Lucas, director 
_ Lucasfilm, Fox, 2005) 
; Issue 68 


| It took 30 years for Lucas 

| to put a wrap on the entire 
_ Star Wars saga, which he 

: did with this tale. In terms 

| of war imagery and special 
_ effects, this episode is 

: arguably his best and most 














: Rex Harrison waxes hi- 
- larious in this tale about 
a symphony conductor 
; who suspects his wife 
of having an affair. His 

| fantasies about how to 
. get even with her and 
| the shenanigans that 

| ensue when he tries out 
| some of his “gotcha” 
t; strategies are all high 
_ camp, but the movie is 
i | carried primarily by his 
"| comic timing and the 

| ability to deliver a crack- 


Abs : up line with a straight 





: mature of the series. If it 

; weren't for the paltry love 

| scenes between Anakin 

| and Padme, Revenge of the 

_ Sith would be near perfect. 

. Hayden Christensen doesn't fay 442 

_ really match Natalie Port- — | 

| man—zero chemistry. 

_ Anakin himself goes over to 

_ the dark side way to easily 

: for the audience to mourn 
-| the passing. But Ewan Mc- 
= Gregor shines as Obi Wan — - 
| Kenobi. Lucas notes that he : B 
= beganasanindependent  - 
-| fighting corporate filmmak- 
WM ing, but ended up as the 
dE very thing he fought against. 
|| That may be so, but the 

BE world is all the better for it. 





[PLN 


| Preston Sturges, director 
' Criterion, 1948 
; Issue 64 


E. face and sophisticated 

EM | manner. The film builds, 
_ retards, diminuendos 

= and crescendos just as 
B a symphony does, and 

| the end effect is nearly 
_ as pleasing. 


Joan Allen 


a Mike Binder, director 
_ New Line, 2005 
| , Issue 64 


L| Kevin Costner and Joan 
_ Allen bring out the act- 

| ing-best in one another 
Li in this tale about an 

_ abandoned angry, 

t | drinking mother of four 
_ and the ex-baseball 

* | superstar who seduces 
"| his way into her life, 

: can match her drink 

: for drink, but also can 

| abide her anger and 

| offer some solace. The 
' strength of the tale is 

| that it never abandons 

| its life-is hard-message. 
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Scott Wilkinson: 
Video 


li Vizio PSOHDTV: $1999 
In TPV's review of the Vizio PSOHDM, author Law- 
rence Ullman wrote, “It is easily the best value go- 
ing in the red-hot flat-panel display marketplace. 
You get a 50-inch plasma monitor for less than 
many 42-inch models, without sacrificing useful 
features, styling, or performance.” Vizio recently 
upgraded the P50HDM to include an ATSC tuner, 
calling the new model the PS5OHDIV. And Vizio 
did it without raising the 
price, making if even 
more of a screamin’ deal 
than it was before. I’ve | — 
recommended this set | 

to many people, none of | 
whom have been disap- | 
pointed. bee 


Barry Willis: 
Integration 


m Gefen HDMI CATS 

Extreme : $499 i 
One of the biggest de- ' 
velopments in the cus- 
tom-installation arena is the expanded use of 
CATS cable. Many homes have extensive net- 
works of CATS cable, a feature often obviated 
by the use of wireless hubs. The cable needn't 
lay dormant, however. Thanks to devices such 
as Gefen's HDMI CATS Extreme, existing cable 
can be used to deliver HDTV up to 200 feet 
without loss of quality. Two CAT5 cables con- 
nect sender and receiver units; with the proper 
adaptor, the Extreme can mate with DVI sourc- 
es and displays. Its $499 MSRP is a fraction of 
the cost for alternatives to distribute high-defi- 
nition video throughout a house. 
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Ghris Martens: 
Home-Theater Audio 


E Kimber Kable Tonik Interconnects: $30/ea. 
sooner or later, A/V enthusiasts discover what 
audiophiles have known for some time: Inter- 
connect cables really do affect sound quality. 
But which cables give the maximum bang for 
your bucks? A good choice would be Kimber 
Kable's Tonik interconnects ($60/1m pair or 
$30/each). Toniks feature high-purity copper 
conductors and "special recipe" dielectric 
materials, and they le- 
verage technologies 
| from more expensive 
| Kimber interconnects. 
| The bottom line: These 
wires give you high- 
© | end sound at a not too 
stratospheric price. 
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AEGO M SERIES 


Chris Jones: 
Convergence 


(AEB) E Acoustic Energy 
Aego M Series: 
$200 

The Acoustic Energy 

Aego M Series speaker system consists of a pair 

of heavy-alloy satellite soeakers and a com- 

pact subwoofer, its big, crisp sound makes you 
wonder what kind of magic went into the en- 
gineering. Not only is this one of the most styl- 
ish iPod speaker options i've encountered, but 
it’s also the most full-bodied, with three settings 
on the subwoofer to put the bass in your sweet 
spot. An easily-accessible volume knob on the 
top of the subwoofer is another nice touch. With 

a single-cord 3.5mm input, it can accept any 

source you throw at it, and after a few listens it 

keeps you coming back for more. 


(v, For full reviews, go to WWW.avguide.com 
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A V R 5 0 7 . S; 
AUDIO/ VIDEO RECEIVER i 


B & K'S AVR507 FOR THE ULTIMATE HOME THEATER. 
For over 23 years, B&K has been providing world class stereo 
and home theater systems. The AVR507 Series 2 is our 
current state-of-the-art home theater receiver. With over 
1500 watts of dynamic power, the AVR507 Series 2 is 
the supercharged V8 of the Home Theater world. All 
this power is complemented by the fact that the 
AVR507 is the easiest to operate receiver available 

today. B&K, Simply Better! 


Simply the finest sounding Home Theater 
Receiver in the world today! 


Made in the U.S.A. 9E 


Please call or visit us online at: www.bkcomp.com 


B & K Components, Ltd., 2100 Old Union Road, Buffalo, New York 14227 ! 
800.543.5252 NY: 716.656.0026 Fax: 716.656.1291 SIMPLY BETTER! 
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G Series home theater installation 
courtesy AMX UK. 


MERIDEN 


C61 
Digital Surround Controller 








Meridian's G61 Surround Controller. 


The Surround Controller is the heart of your 
theater. The quality of its decoders and flexibility 


of its setup capabilities make or break your system. 


So it makes sense that you should have the best. 


Developed from the 861, Meridian's ultimate 
surround controller, the G61 offers you superb 
performance, maximum flexibility and exceptional 
quality in a compact package—and at a price that 
won't break the bank. 


When it comes to selecting a surround controller, 
it makes sense to choose Meridian. And enjoy the 
best sounds surround. 


BOOTHIROYD STUART 


MERIDIAN 


Meridian America Inc. 8055 Troon Circle, Suite C, Austell, 
GA 30168-7849, USA e Tel: 404.344.7111 * Fax: 404.346.7111 
www.meridian-audio.com 

In Canada, contact Aralex Acoustics Ltd 

www.aralex.com e Tel: 800.663.6732 
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